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Foreword
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Finally, after a few months break, I’m getting back into the Shadow Stalker serial. I can’t believe it’s almost over. I’m glad I’ll be doing more work in this world with the next serial though. I’d miss it too much. Of course, all the characters will be different, but we’ll just get to meet some new exciting characters, including Gauwai and Gauwin, the twin boys in the legend about the twin moons. You’ll get to find out what really happened between them and how the legend came about.

Anyway, I really hope you enjoy Episode 19. Part 4 is going to be packed full of action now that we’re coming down to the wire, so happy reading!
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Prologue
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Kado watched the palace for some time before he decided it was safe to leave the shadow world. He was eager to avoid too many confrontations, and preferred not to take any lives if possible. Things with Auren and Makari were shaky enough without him making it worse. Well, worse than it would be once he did what he came to do, but there was no way he'd leave that place tonight without Auren.

The closest he could get to the palace without setting off any alarms, or at least the ones he knew about, was across the street from the main courtyard. It was well lit, even at night, so he'd have a hard time sticking to the shadows as he made his way to the entrance. Once inside, he'd have to depend on his wit, because his powers would be useless for the most part. While some of the palace wasn't shielded in beryllonium, they did use technology that could detect the changes in energy when a shadow stalker used their powers.

Kado paused in the shadow of another building as two Dansig Troopers came into view. They were looking around as though they'd seen something. Kado was perfectly still, but it wasn't enough. There was just too much light and the troopers spotted him. He moved so swiftly they could barely track him. He circled behind them. The first fell as Kado hit him in such a way that he would be unconscious for several hours. Long enough to be safely away from the palace. He hoped.

Now that the second had been alerted to him, he wouldn't be as easy to take out. The trooper lifted his weapon to aim at Kado, but Kado knocked it away before he could pull the trigger. To keep it from becoming a long, drawn-out brawl, which might attract the attention of more troopers, Kado shifted into the shadow world and positioned himself behind the man where he knocked him out as he'd done the first.

Kado didn't stop to catch his breath. The way was clear, so he skipped the careful movements through the shadows and ran for the main door. He slipped inside the palace as quietly as he could just as two more troopers had come into view. He froze, waiting for an alarm to be sounded. Nothing. They hadn't seen him.

Thanks to Makari, he knew the general layout of the palace. It would be simple enough to find his way to the apartment where Makari and Auren resided. The corridors were dimly lit, due to the hour, and thankfully, empty so far. He slipped into a stairwell and took the steps three at a time, his feet landing soundlessly on each step and he ascended to the fourth floor.

Unfortunately, this floor was more active than the first. Probably because the emperor lived there. He wouldn't make it to their apartment door without subduing more of the troopers. So instead of trying to sneak around, he sauntered boldly into the corridor and took out the first trooper he saw. Kado pulled the trooper into the stairwell, undressed him, and put on his uniform. It was a tight fit, but it would at least get him the remainder of the way without hassle. As long as no one spoke to him.
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