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​Introduction
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Welcome to The Complete Guide to Writing Erotica. 

When I was a beginner trying to figure out how to start in my writing career, I researched a lot about how to write erotica; but because it can be such a lucrative career if done well, I found it was actually rather hard to find accurate information on how to get into this business. A lot of the advice given by people online is well intentioned, but most of it is actually rather misleading. Why? Because they don’t want you to take a piece of their cake. 

But I think that there’s enough cake for everyone. Sex sells, after all, and I think we can all profit equally from that. 

That’s why in this book I want to help you figure out how to get into the business of writing erotica – and make no mistake, erotica writing is a business. Erotica is not like any other genre out there. It’s special, with its own complicated set of rules and regulations. 

I’ve learned a lot in these few years of writing under a variety of pen names, and now I want to share this knowledge with you.

If you’ve never written anything before in your life, then you chose the best market to dip your toes in. There’s nothing quite like writing erotica, and we’ll discuss why it’s a good market for beginner writers in the first part of this book.

If you are already a writer in another genre then grab onto your hat, because I’m going to be tipping your world upside down. Writing erotica is unlike anything you’ve done before – and yes, that counts even if you’re a romance author.

In this book I’ll teach you everything I’ve learned, from what it takes to be an erotica writer to how to actually write your stories and more importantly, how to make a profit.

If you want to learn more and figure out if you have what it takes to become an erotica writer, then read on!
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​Part 1

Before you Begin
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​What is the difference between erotica and romance?
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In order to become a writer of erotica, we first need to understand what erotica is and what it isn’t. A lot of people tend to confuse a lot of these terms, I did too at first, so I’ve decided to break it down into a pretty simple set of definitions.

Erotica

Stories where the plot is based on or around sex as the main theme. It may or may not have happy endings (depending on whether you’re writing horror erotica or mainstream, for example) and may or may not involve romantic feelings between the parties involved. 

The basic rule to know if your book falls into erotica is: If you were to remove all the sex from your story, would there be any story left? 

Romantic Erotica

Like erotica, the main plot point of the story is the sex. Without the sex, there is no story. However, in romantic erotica, romantic feelings are often involved, and thus normally some kind of happy ending is expected.

The rule remains, however, where if you remove the sex from your story, you would not have much plot left.

Romance

Stories where the plot is based on the feelings between two people for one another. It may or may not contain sex, and the sex may or may not be graphic. It could be a “clean” (no sex) romance, a “fade to black” scene, or an outright descriptive sexual scene. Romances require happy endings, otherwise, you’re writing some other genre with romance as a sub-category.

Contrary to erotica, if you remove all the sex scenes from your story and still have a plot left, then congratulations: you wrote a romance.

Erotic Romance

These are stories that contain a lot of sex, but where the sex is, again, not necessary. If you remove the sex and still have a plot, you would still have a plain romance. The erotic part comes in just to spice up the content.
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​Is there money in erotica? 
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The short version of it is yes.

The long version of it is, yes, but only if you do things right and put effort into it.

One of the main pieces of advice you will read if you look up any information on writing erotica is that there’s no money on writing erotica anymore – that there used to be, but because of the way Amazon works has changed and how it works now, erotica is no longer worth it, and you should instead consider writing a romance novel.

This information is actually not entirely true. 

There is money in erotica, but it’s not easy money as people would make you believe. It is, however, a little easier than writing a full-length romance novel. And here’s why:

Typically erotica is dealt in shorts. 4k to 10k is the typical length of a short. You do have to output a great deal of shorts in order to stay relevant in erotica, but they are so short, and you’ll be posting the so consistently, that you will constantly have a stream of income coming on. 

Compare this to hammering out a 50k+ romance novel. How long does that take you? You still have to write somewhat consistently to remain relevant, and then you have to market it, and keep up with social sites, and all the other fun stuff that comes with “regular” publishing, on top of actually writing your book. Unless you have a good amount of money to invest in from the start in your novel for editing, cover and marketing, you might not see a lot of sales.

Don’t get me wrong, both can be profitable businesses ventures, and both require a lot of work, but to me, one is a certain winner over the other in terms of effort and initial investment.

By now you’ll be wondering...
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​Is erotica for me?
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Of course, only one person can answer that question: You. But here I’ll give you some tips of the kind of person writing erotica is definitely for – and who is it not for.

Erotica IS for you if...

You love writing and fantasizing about sex.

If you find it easy to write sex scenes in your stories, or find yourself fantasizing about sexual situations you could absolutely write about, then erotica is definitely, 100% for you. 

You are willing to take this as a job and put effort into it.

Writing erotica for profit (and not as a hobby; I’m guessing since you’re reading this you are actually seeking some profit) is actually really hard work. In fact, it’s a full-time job. You need to put out shorts consistently over a long period of time to see any real money in this. 

You don’t need money urgently.

You will likely not get any good sales until you get some traction from consistently posting shorts. In addition, most places will only pay you monthly for what you earned the month before, so you won’t see any money on your first one to two months of writing. 

Erotica is NOT for you if...

You hate or are uncomfortable writing about sex.

Let’s be honest. If you don’t like writing about sex, then you’re not going to get very far in erotica at all. People will be able to tell this isn’t something you’re passionate about, it will show in your writing, and you will get less sales.
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