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This is a true story about my friend Sam. I've known Sam since elementary school. We grew up together in a small, quaint neighborhood. Despite being located near a major city, the neighborhood was relatively small. With only a handful of homes and winding, narrow roads that added a certain charm. The homes are unique and have character, but they share a common trend of being well-cared for and loved. I remember the first day Sam strolled into our grade 8 class; those oversized glasses perched on his nose gave him an endearing and slightly comical look. 

I noticed that he was sitting by himself reading a comic book on that first day. It's not just any comic book but one of my favorites. Marvel Classic Comic Series Issue 18. From that point on, we became best friends. We did everything together. He didn't have many friends except for me. People found him odd, and truth be told, I can see why. He was an introvert who didn't talk much in any situation. He dressed differently, always in black on any occasion, and when he did speak, it was always about conspiracies and how the government was trying to keep us in the dark. That's what motivated me to become his friend. Yes, people found him an oddball, which made him more interesting. 

We only spoke about his past one day when he opened up to me during recess. I already knew the part about his mom remarrying and moving to our quaint town, but I always thought Sam's parent just got a divorce and the end of the story. Sam and I had a mutual understanding. Don't ask, don't tell. 
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