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Educate Yourself

Read Like a Wolf Eats

Be Excellent to Each Other

Books Then, Books Now, Books Forever

***
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In this retelling, as in all my retellings, I have tried to make the work of literature accessible to modern readers who may lack some of the knowledge about mythology, religion, and history that the literary work’s contemporary audience had. 

Do you know a language other than English? If you do, I give you permission to translate this book, copyright your translation, publish or self-publish it, and keep all the royalties for yourself. (Do give me credit, of course, for the original retelling.)

I would like to see my retellings of classic literature used in schools, so I give permission to the country of Finland (and all other countries) to give copies of any or all of my retellings to all students forever. I also give permission to the state of Texas (and all other states) to give copies of this book to all students forever. I also give permission to all teachers to give copies of this book to all students forever.

Teachers need not actually teach my retellings. Teachers are welcome to give students copies of my eBooks as background material. For example, if they are teaching Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, teachers are welcome to give students copies of my Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose and tell students, “Here’s another ancient epic you may want to read in your spare time.”



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]
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What Must One Do to Live in Accord with the Tao?

Bai Juyi went to Zen master Daolin of the Tang Dynasty and asked what one must do in order to live in accord with the Tao. Daolin answered, “One must avoid doing evil, and one must do as much good as possible.” Bai Juyi was surprised at the simplicity of this answer and said, “Even a child knows that.” “True,” replied Daolin, “even a child of three knows this but even a man of 80 fails to live up to it.”

What is the Best Way to Seek God?

A seeker after truth once asked a wise person how to seek God. The wise person replied, “The ways to God are as many as there are created beings. But the shortest and easiest is to serve others, not to bother others, and to make others happy.”

Drop of Water

The Zen master Gisan was taking a bath. The water was too hot, so he asked a student to add some cold water to the bath. The student brought a bucket of cold water, added some cold water to the bath, and then threw the rest of the water on a rocky path. Gisan scolded the student: “Everything can be used. Why did you waste the rest of the water by pouring it on the path? There are some plants nearby which could have used the water. What right do you have to waste even a drop of water?” The student became enlightened and changed his name to Tekisui, which means “Drop of Water.”

How Sad

While walking along a river, two monks noticed a lettuce leaf floating downstream. “How sad,” said one of the monks, who knew that Zen master Gisan lived one mile upstream. “Gisan has started to waste food.” Just then, Gisan burst out of the bushes, panting and sweating, jumped into the river, and began to swim downstream after the lettuce leaf. The two monks bowed low in the direction of Zen master Gisan, and then they continued their walk.

Free Will

Human beings have free will. According to the Babylonian Niddah 16b, whenever a baby is to be conceived, the Lailah (angel in charge of contraception) takes the drop of semen that will result in the conception and asks God, “Sovereign of the Universe, what is going to be the fate of this drop? Will it develop into a robust or into a weak person? An intelligent or a stupid person? A wealthy or a poor person?” The Lailah asks all these questions, but it does not ask, “Will it develop into a righteous or a wicked person?” The answer to that question lies in the decisions to be freely made by the human being that is the result of the conception.

What is the Most Difficult Thing in the World, and What is the Easiest Thing in the World?

A hassid asked a rabbe what is the most difficult thing in the world, and what is the easiest thing in the world. The rebbe replied, “The easiest thing in the world is to recognize your neighbors’ faults. The most difficult thing in the world is to recognize your own faults.” By the way, evil has a very difficult time tempting human beings to commit sin. Why? Before Evil can tempt anyone to commit sin, the human beings have already committed the sin!

Performative Cruelty

In a world of acts of performative cruelty, which are often followed by prayers, acts of kindness are acts of rebellion.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
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SCOTS:

Robert Bruce. Earl of Carrick. Called “Earl of Huntingdon,” although there were no Earls of Huntingdon from 1237-1377. Robert Bruce’s life dates: 1274-1329. A good case can be made that Robert Bruce is the valiant Scot of the title.

Old Wallace

William Wallace

Peggy. Betrothed to William Wallace. Daughter to Sir John Graham.

Friar Gertrid

Sir John Graham. Friend to Old Wallace. Peg’s father.

Supporters of Wallace: 


John Comyn

Sir John Menteith

Gilbert de Grimsby



Lords: 


Douglas

Macbeth

Wintersdale



General

Rugecrosse — Herald

ENGLISH:

Edward I. King Edward I of England (reigned 1272-1307, born 1239).

Queen Eleanor of Castile

Sebastian. Nephew to Queen

Lords:


Beaumont

Sir Robert de Clifford

Sir Henry de Percy. Called “Earl of Northumberland” — but that title was not created until 1377.



Earl of Hertford 

Earl of Hereford

Ambassadors to Scots: 


Glascot

Mountford



Commissioners ruling over Scotland: 


Sir William Hazelrigg

Sir Thomas Selby

Thorne



Young Selby

Sir Jeffrey Wiseacres J.P. [Justice of the Peace]

Bolt. Wiseacres’ Clerk.

Gallants, Messengers, Heralds, English Soldiers, Scottish Soldiers, Prince Edward. 

NOTA BENE:

King Edward I

Reigned 1272-1307, born 1239. Known as Edward Longshanks because of his tallness, King Edward I fought and defeated the Welsh chieftains, and he made his eldest son the Prince of Wales. He won victories against the Scots, and he brought the coronation stone from Scone to Westminster.

Sir William Wallace

Sir William Wallace is one of the great heroes of Scotland.

He was Guardian of the Kingdom of Scotland (the Second Interregnum) from 1297-1298. Preceding him was John Balliol, King of the Scots, and following him was Robert the Bruce, King of the Scots.

Sir William Wallace (c. 1270 to 23 August 1305) was one of the leaders of the First War of Scottish Independence (1296-1328).

In May 1297, he and a small band of men burned Lanark and killed its sheriff.

He and Andrew Moray defeated the English at the Battle of Stirling Bridge in September 1297. A few months later, he was knighted.

Following that important victory, he became Guardian of the Scottish Kingdom. He was defeated at the Battle of Falkirk in July 1298 and resigned as Guardian of the Kingdom of Scotland in December.

He lived an outlaw’s life until he was captured in August 1305 at Robroyston, near Glasgow. King Edward I of England declared him guilty of high treason and had him hung, drawn, and quartered on 23 August 1305.

Blind Harry wrote a 15th-century epic poem about him, and Jane Porter wrote about him in her 1810 historical novel titled The Scottish Chiefs. Sir Walter Scott also wrote about him in Exploits and Death of William Wallace, the “Hero of Scotland.” 

Mel Gibson played William Wallace in the 1995 film Braveheart. The film won a Best Picture Oscar, and Mel Gibson won an Oscar for Best Director.

Robert the Bruce

Robert the Bruce was King of Scots from 25 March 1306 until his death on 7 June 1329. He was born on 11 July 1274. Preceding him as King was John Balliol. In between these kings, William Wallace served as Guardian of the Scottish Kingdom.

A renowned warrior and Scottish hero, Robert the Bruce supported William Wallace in his rebellion against King Edward I of England.

Following the events of this play, Robert the Bruce fought England, and King Edward III of England renounced all claims to sovereignty over Scotland in the 1328 Treaty of Edinburgh–Northampton.

History

We don’t read Elizabethan, Jacobean, or Carolinian historical plays and expect historical accuracy.

Playwrights feel free to change facts to suit their needs. 

William Wallace did not marry the daughter of Sir John Graham.

Robert Bruce did not fight at the Battle of Falkirk, either for or against Scotland. 

Dates

King Edward I participated in the Ninth Crusade in 1281-82.

In 1291, the Crusades ended when Acre, the last Christian stronghold in the Holy Land, fell. King Edward I was not present, but he gave up his plans for participating in another Crusade.

On 11 September 1297, the Scots, led by William Wallace and Andrew Moray, decisively defeated the English at the Battle of Stirling Bridge.

On 22 July 1298, the English decisively defeated the Scots at the Battle of Falkirk. 

Following the defeat at the Battle of Falkirk, William Wallace lived an outlaw’s life until he was captured in August 1305 at Robroyston, near Glasgow. 

William Wallace was declared guilty of high treason. 

Treason is disloyalty, and high treason is disloyalty against one’s king. An example of treason is waging war against the king.

On 23 August 1305, King Edward I of England had William Wallace hung, drawn, and quartered.

William Wallace’s answer to the charge of treason was, “I could not be a traitor to Edward, for I was never his subject.”

The Valiant Scot was first performed in 1637.

SCOTTISH DIALECT

Here are some useful resources:

Dictionary of the Scots Language

https://dsl.ac.uk 

Glossary of Scottish Slang and Jargon

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:Glossary_of_Scottish_slang_and_jargon 

EDITIONS WITH NOTES

George F. Byers, editor


The Valiant Scot, by J.W.: A Critical Edition. George F. Byers, editor. New York: Garland Pub., 1980. Print.



Patricia A. Griffin, editor, aka Pat Griffin

As a student at Sheffield Hallam University, Patricia A. Griffin edited the play. Her edition is the first modern-spelling edition.


J. W. Gent. THE VALIANT SCOT. Editor: Patricia A. Griffin. Sheffield Hallam University. 2007. PDF. 



Patricia A. Griffin’s edition can be found here:

https://extra.shu.ac.uk/emls/iemls/renplays/valiantscot/contents.htm 

Here is a list of Sheffield Hallam University student editions (and links to those editions):

https://extra.shu.ac.uk/emls/iemls/resources.html 

The Society of This Play

In this society, a person of higher rank would use “thou,” “thee,” “thine,” and “thy” when referring to a person of lower rank. (These terms were also used affectionately and between equals.) A person of lower rank would use “you” and “your” when referring to a person of higher rank.

“Sirrah” was a title used to address someone of a social rank inferior to the speaker. Friends, however, could use it to refer to each other.

The word “wench” in Ben Jonson’s time was not necessarily negative. It was often used affectionately.

A “gossip” is a friend or companion or neighbor.

The word “cousin” can mean 1) relative (not necessarily what we call a cousin today), or 2) friend.
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CHAPTER 1

— 1.1 —
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Sir William Hazelrigg, Sir Thomas Selby, Thorne, and Sir Jeffrey Wiseacres talked together in a council chamber in the castle of Lanark in Scotland.

Hazelrigg, Selby, and Thorne were English, but they were Commissioners ruling over Scotland.

King Edward I of England had defeated the Scottish forces in 1296. King John Balliol of Scotland abdicated and was imprisoned in the Tower of London before going into exile in France. 

“Fellow colleagues!” Thorne said. “Since it has pleased our king, renowned Edward, of his special favor to enclose us in this height of eminence and make us rulers over Scotland, let’s show ourselves worthy of the dignities conferred upon us.”

“That’s not by leniency for notwithstanding that the armèd hand of war has made them ours, they are a nation haughty and proud and full of spleen and hot temper and must be managed with stricter and tighter reins and rougher bits,” Sir Thomas Selby said.

Sir Thomas Selby had likened Scotland to a hot-tempered horse that needed to be controlled.

Reins and bits are used to control horses.

Thorne said: 

“Alas, I find them easy, tractable, and mild. Authority may, with a slender twine, hold in the strongest head. Why then does tyranny need to use a rein or bit? By this all doubts and fears are cleared.

“It is always better to be loved than feared. And by your leave, Sir Thomas, we have good reason to defend our own: our fellow citizens and those entrusted to us.”

If the Scots were to recognize King Edward I of England as their legitimate ruler, they would not rebel. Their loyalty to England would be a good defence for England and for Scotland: English armies and Scottish armies would have no need to fight each other.

The other Englishmen preferred to be feared rather than loved: They believed that being feared was more profitable.

Sir Thomas Selby began, “You are as clear of danger and as free from foes and fears —” 

Sir William Hazelrigg interrupted:

“— as he who holds a hungry wolf by the ears.

“The principles are true. Trust not thy wife with secrets, nor thy vassal with thy life. Sound example proves it and private policy confirms it. I could urge reason why, show cause wherefore, and speak to purpose whereby, but my betters are in place. 

“I know them to be pregnant and full of ideas, and I know that a ready intelligence is worth all.”

“For our own safety then, and for England’s honor, let us not lose what our king won with hard effort,” Sir Thomas Selby said.

Sir William Hazelrigg said:

“For that reason we have called this solemn meeting, to which we have summoned some people. 

“Chiefly we have summoned Old Wallace, the late Sheriff of Ayr. Although the King has conferred that office on me, the haughty Scot thinks much to tender and offer up.”

Old Wallace wanted to offer the office to his son eventually. 

Sir William Hazelrigg continued:

“Observe Old Wallace’s insolence.” 

Old Wallace entered the scene and took his place. He believed that his place was the seat for the Sheriff of Ayr.

“Presumptuous groom,” Sir Thomas Selby said. “This is a seat for eagles and not for haggards.”

A groom is a servant.

A haggard is 1) literally, a wild adult hawk, or one caught as an adult and therefore difficult to train, or 2) figuratively, a wild, hard-to-control person. 

Old Wallace replied, “Selby, it is a seat that I, and my grandfather’s grandfather, have enjoyed and held with worship — with distinction — and, until King Edward’s hand will remove me from it, Old Wallace will still continue to possess it.”

“Proud Wallace dares not!” Sir Thomas Selby said.

Old Wallace replied to Sir Thomas Selby, sometimes referring to both him and himself in the third person:

“Selby! Wallace both dares and does, and must, and will, although he is a subject to King Edward. 

“I’m Selby’s equal both in birth and place — in social rank and position. 

“Although in my office — my position as Sheriff of Ayr — King Edward joined you with me, he never made you ruler over me.”

“You’ll find he did!” Sir William Hazelrigg said. “Read that commission and tell me then if Selby or you yourself is Sheriff of Ayr.” 

He handed Old Wallace the commission, and Old Wallace read it.

“To what my King commands I humbly bend, resigning on my knee both staff and office,” Old Wallace said.

Sir Thomas Selby said:

“—which thus Selby breaks over thy head.”

He snapped the staff — a symbol of office — over Old Wallace’s head.

Sir Thomas Selby continued:

“And now, proud Sir, acknowledge Selby to be your ruler, and with your place resign your castle and your lands.”

Old Wallace said:

“That’s not inserted in your commission.

“What King Edward has given to you, I surrender. 

“As for my lands, they’re still my own. They were purchased with the sweat of my dear ancestors, and before I lose a pole, a foot, aye, or the smallest turf a silly — an innocent — lark may build a nest on, I’ll lose my life.”

A pole is a unit of measurement: 5.5 yards.

“It’s your own choice,” Sir Thomas Selby said. “You can lose either your lands or your life, or you can lose both.” 

“Or I can lose neither,” Old Wallace said. “Royal Edward’s mercy sits above Selby’s malice and evil.”

“Surly groom,” Sir Thomas Selby said. “Mercy’s for subjects. By what evidence, charter, or service do you hold your land?” 

“Evidence” is a deed of title. “Charter” is a deed of conveyance of property. “To hold in service” means to be a tenant.

Old Wallace said:

“Selby, by none. 

“That title that I had, I have given to my son, a boy of that proud temper that should he hear thy insolent demand would pluck thee from thy seat and lay thy head as a satisfaction — a tribute — at his father’s feet. 

“But the heavens forbid it. 

“Selby, thus it stands. Thou have my office, and my son has my lands.”

“He must show how he holds them,” Sir Thomas Selby said.

Old Wallace said:

“So he can, and, Selby, he will show sufficient evidence — my sword, my dear father’s sword, and my grandfather’s sword.

“He wears good evidence about him, Selby, and he will upon the least occasion — the least opportunity — both show and prove it lawful.”

Sir William Hazelrigg said, “If the sword is your best plea, you have but a naked title, and, by our authority, we here command that you and your son appear at our next general meeting to bring in your surrender of your lands, or undergo the penalty of traitors.”

An unsheathed sword is a “naked” weapon. A naked title is one that lacks any legal force.

The penalty of traitors was death.

Old Wallace and his son, William Wallace, would be forced to surrender their lands or be executed as traitors.

Sir John Graham entered the scene. He was a Scotsman who was a friend to Old Wallace, and he had a daughter named Peggy who was betrothed to William Wallace.

He said to Sir William Hazelrigg, Thorne, and Sir Thomas Selby:

“Oh, you, the patrons of poor injured subjects, give Graham justice. 

“Selby’s riotous son, assisted by a crew of dissolute men, has stolen my only daughter and intends a violent rape or, which more cuts my soul, a forced marriage.” 

Sir Thomas Selby said:

“Inconsiderate — thoughtless — fool!

“The boy affects her — he wants her — and, with my consent, he intends a lawful marriage. It is a favor her betters sue for.”

In other words: According to Sir Thomas Selby, other women who are better than Sir John Graham’s daughter would love to be married to Selby’s son.

Sir John Graham said, “Oh, let them — my daughter and your son — hate each other. My flesh and blood shall never enter league and covenant, nor hold alliance and union, with a man who hates my country.” 

Sir Thomas Selby said:

“Rest your thoughts!

“He has her. If he likes her, he shall wed her, and, Graham, as a dowry, he shall enjoy thy present estate, revenues, goods, and lands.

“Fret out thy soul, he shall enjoy them.”

In other words: All your possessions shall be confiscated and given to my son as a dowry to marry your daughter. Go ahead and fret and worry: What I say will happen will in fact happen.

“He shall marry my daughter?” Sir John Graham asked.

Sir Thomas Selby said:

“Aye, sir, he shall!

“It’s the highest favor conquest can afford, for a slave to join alliance with his Lord.”

He then said to Old Wallace:

“And Wallace, see that you make immediate surrender of your lands, or else look for storms.”

Sir Jeffrey Wiseacres, an English Justice of the Peace, said, “So say I, too, and it is not the least part of policy, neither.”

Policy is political craftiness: Give up your lands so you don’t have to give up your life. Sir Jeffrey Wiseacres regarded it as the politic thing to do: the best result that can come out of this situation.

Old Wallace said, “Will have my lands!” 

The subject of the sentence may be “I.”

Sir William Hazelrigg, Sir Thomas Selby, Thorne, and Sir Jeffrey Wiseacres exited.

Sir John Graham said, “They will force me to give a dowry. This is misery decreed above comparison.”

“Complain to King Edward,” Old Wallace said.

Sir John Graham said, using the royal plural for King Edward I:

“The king, alas, have heard a story how the subtle fox, having stolen a lamb, the family of sheep drew up a petition and, with full consent, delivered it to the lion. He, employed about earnest and more serious business, appointed the bear to be commissioner and take up this bloody difference: this quarrel involving bloodshed. The bear chose and impaneled a partial — as opposed to impartial — jury consisting all of wolves. They chose the fox to be their foreman. They consulted and found the sheepish nation guilty and, with general breath, cast votes and convicted, judged, condemned, and sentenced all to death.” 

In other words: The fox stole a lamb but ended up being its own judge and condemning a nation of sheep to be slaughtered.

Also in other words: King Edward I is busy with other matters, and the people who are committing crimes in Scotland are the same people who judge the people who commit crimes in Scotland.

“Men should have souls,” Old Wallace said.

Sir John Graham said:

“But tyrants, being no men, have consequently none. 

“Complaints made by slaves are like prayers made over dead men’s graves: They are neither heard, nor pitied. 

“Heaven has imposed a curse that sufferance — patient endurance — in time may cure, and complaints do make worse.”

Old Wallace said: 

“Then, as it is, let’s bear it. Win heaven to friend.

“He — God — Who begins, knows when and how to end.”

God has no beginning, and God began — created — the universe.
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— 1.2 —
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Young Selby and other gallants were guarding Peggy on a street in the town of Lanark. Peggy was betrothed to William Wallace, but Sir Thomas Selby’s son — Young Selby — wanted to marry her.

Gallants were fashionable young gentlemen who carried swords.

Young Selby said:

“Mask her!

“Come, Peg, hide your Scottish face.”

Brides in England were customarily masked.

Peggy said with a heavy Scottish accent, “Why shild I hayd my Scottish feace? My Scottish feace is as gude as your English feace. ’Tis a true Scottish feace.”

[Why should I hide my Scottish face? My Scottish face is as good as your English face. It is a true Scottish face.]

Peggy may have been using Scottish dialect as an act of pride in her heritage and as an act of defiance against the English. In this play, characters such as William Wallace can speak with or without a Scottish dialect as suits their purposes.
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