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      The poetic form called the “rondel” was devised by thirteenth-century French troubadours, the popular poet-musicians of the time, as a way of exploring new ideas and new modes of expression. The form has since been adapted by English poets as diverse as Chaucer, Robert Louis Stevenson, and Marilyn Hacker.

      Not coincidentally, Francis of Assisi devised the crèche scene at about that same time. As a youth he had traveled to France on family business, and it was there that he fell in love with the songs and poems of the troubadours. Although christened Giovanni at birth, he acquired the name Francis due of his love for all things French. Eventually, fired by the troubadours’ creativity, he wrote his own songs and poems, though with deeply religious themes, like his beautiful “Canticle of the Sun,” and in time he came to be known as “the troubadour of God.” Whether he was aware of the rondel form is unknown, but like the troubadours he sought to explore new ideas and new modes of expression. The crèche scene was one of his most inspired. (See “Part Two: The Story of the Crèche” for more detail.)

      The rondels in the following collection use the original French form of thirteen lines, with its repeating refrains and limited rhymes, and a sonnet serves as the prologue.

      My prayer is that these poem-meditations might be a blessing to you and your family year after year—perhaps even while you set up the figurines of your own nativity set.

      
        
        Robert Hudson

        Epiphany 2025
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        the angel, shepherd, lamb, and stable

        the magi, Joseph, Child, and Mary

        I set them gently on the table

        a sort of wordless lectionary
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