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Introduction

 “In genealogy, a single
wrong relationship is multiplied exponentially with each generation
beyond the error. Every identity that is established is simply a
decision we base upon the evidence we have accumulated. The
challenge is to accumulate the best evidence possible and to
analyze and interpret that evidence in the most perceptive manner
possible. Best evidence is having three, four or five sources that
report the same fact.” You can only follow the paper trail that
others have made available in documentation.

 


When I first started doing genealogy -1976-
I used the United States Postal Service extensively. As time and
money would allow, I sent for birth certificates, death
certificates, naturalization papers, marriage certificates and many
other documents. If there was an unusual family surname, which I
would find in a telephone book, I would often time write a letter
and include a self addressed stamped envelope in hopes of a reply.
Most often a very cordial reply would be received. This was how
genealogy was done in the past and even sometimes today.
Unfortunately, in this day and age, there are so many scams that
people are very reluctant to provide any information if they
receive a letter out of nowhere.

 


Fortunately, in today’s world we have the
internet and genealogy sites such as Ancestry.com,
FamilySearch.com, MyHeritage.com, and a host of others. Many of
these web sites are free, while others have monthly and yearly
fees. Groups of researchers are busy scanning all those
certificates and documents I previously mentioned, and are making
these documents available on the internet. Census records, social
security death indexes, military draft information, and many other
useful resources are now free and available if you know which sites
to look at.

 


It is common practice in professional
genealogy to use a citation of where information was obtained.
Since many companies, who scan documentation, provide it to
websites such as Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.com this is now how
I obtain my research information.

 


In this book I do not cite each and every
entry to show where I obtained the information. I use the afore
mentioned websites. I do provide a list of references at the end of
the book that the reader can use if they choose to do more
research. Since this is not an academic piece, where I would cite
my sources for a thesis in a Masters program or sell my services to
a private individual, I’m going to just provide a trail of linage
from the online sources, which I mentioned as references. This
saves time, and makes development of this family history much more
enjoyable. This is a good way to pass the time while businesses are
shut down, and families are asked to remain home due to the Chinese
Virus outbreak.

 


Over the last 40 years hundreds of thousands
of people have taken up genealogy and created their family trees.
People have used family bibles, individual’s journals, and talked
to many family members who gave them first hand information. Many
of these family trees have been uploaded online to Ancestry.com and
FamilySearch.org for reference, review, and comparison. It is by
talking to a few family members, and the use of the online
genealogy web sites, that I have compiled the direct line ancestors
of the Smith Family. I have written the short stories in a
conversational tone, and tried to color the time period with other
news of the day to bring the reality life into our family history.
Otherwise, it’s just the cold hard facts with no feeling for our
ancestors or the American and British history they lived
through.

 


In these times -2020- American history is
not taught in the same manner it was back in the mid 1900s, when I
was growing up. I do understand that many historical subjects that
we were taught back then are not exactly the truth as we know it
today. History has changed and expanded to include the North
American native cultures, and others, not just the culture of
European settlers. And, the many archeological excavations in the
United States over the decades… well… archeologists have unearthed
some astonishing artifacts in regards to American history. This
includes artifacts found from the copper mining operations in Upper
Michigan discarded by the Mediterranean Phoenicians to the 10
commandments written in ancient Hebrew on stone tablets found in
the mounds of West Virginia (now in the Smithsonian). Often times
the archeological digs provide more questions than answers. Truly,
there seems to be a lot of unknown very ancient American
history.

As more immigrants come into the United
States we find that more family histories have absolutely nothing
to do with the American Colonies, British Colonial America, the
westward expansion or the original American Pioneer spirit.

 


In the late 1800s and early 1900s many
people immigrated from Europe in hopes of building a new life and
finding jobs in New England or other U.S. locations. These
immigrants on the whole didn’t have to cut down the forests to
plant crops, follow a buffalo trail into uncharted territories, or
make peace with sometimes very savage natives. Our Smith family
ancestors did.

 


Please keep in mind that many Africans have
immigrated to the United States since the early 1900s, and have no
relationship with the African slaves that were brought into British
Colonial America by Spanish, Belgian, and English traders. Many
Africans have learned skills in their homeland and come to America
over the last 100 years in hopes of finding employment to enrich
their lives, and many have. I have worked with Africans from
Nigeria and South Africa who were highly skilled and trained in
their native countries. I mention this because as we think back to
the mid 1800s - and before - some things come to mind that are not
acceptable in today’s America and should not be acceptable anywhere
else. Such as the slave trade, which all researchers run into when
reading history and seeking answers in the past.

Not all pioneers had African slaves to work
on the farm. If they did have slaves most slave owners worked right
along – side by side – with the slaves doing field work. And,
please keep in mind that not all slaves were Africans. The English
sold hundreds of thousands of Scottish people into slavery as
well.

 


“The judges of Edinburgh
Scotland during the years 1662-1665 ordered the enslavement and
shipment to the colonies a large number of rogues and others who
made life unpleasant for the British upper class. (Register for the
Privy Council of Scotland, third series, vol. 1, p 181, vol. 2, p
101).

 


There were hundreds of
thousands of Scots sold into slavery during Colonial America. White
slavery to the American Colonies occurred as early as 1630 in
Scotland. Most governments do not teach White Slavery in their
World History classes. Children of modern times are only taught
about the African slave trade.”

 


This author – according to DNA results – is
23% Scottish. This doesn’t mean that my ancestors were brought over
as Scottish slaves – because I really don’t know at this point in
time. But, a person shouldn’t presume that because their ancestors
were Scottish they were slaves and that because a person is black
their ancestors were slaves. Unless it is passed down in oral
family history or confirmed in records there can always be some
doubt. This is just food for thought as we get underway because
some of our ancestors may have had Scottish indentured servants,
Scottish slaves, or African slaves. In the 1800 and 1810 census
slaves are indicated – but it does not differentiate between
African slaves and Scottish slaves.

 


The point here is that it’s becoming rare
for children to be able to sit down with their parents and learn
about their family’s history especially if it involves colonial
America. For one thing, the parents may not know their family
history and some people just flat out don’t care. It is sad to say
that those that were born in the United States, after the wave of
immigration in the early 1900s, didn’t want to know their ancestors
because they were bullied at school as being foreigners. Then these
kids parents also changed their names upon arriving in the United
States to make them sound more American and less European. Those
first generation Americans didn’t bother to pass on any information
to their children. So, often times it is nearly impossible to trace
a family lineage before the immigrants arrived at Ellis Island due
to the name changes.

 


You may wonder why family history is
important. Well, to me, it’s all about the strength, courage, and
the fortitude of our ancestors. The idea that persistence pays, and
to have no fear but fear itself certainly rang in the heart of our
ancestors, and rings in the heart of many descendants today. The
Smith families took many serous risks, fought in many European and
many domestic wars, journeyed into hostile areas, and boldly went
into the unknown to carve a new home in the untamed wilderness for
their families.

 


Family history is important because there is
a growing necessity for medical inquiry for many diseases such as
cystic fibrosis, hemophilia, diabetes, and cancer. Family history
is also essential for preserving cultural heritage.

 


Some may find it interesting that modern day
scientists have established that genetic analyses
of families show that 40 percent of a person’s personality can be
attributed to genetic factors. So, if this is true, we carry within
us a good percentage of our ancestors’ traits, personality, and
perhaps even their skills. Many people suspected this all
along.

Our Smith ancestors took
huge risks in migrating to Kentucky from North Carolina, shortly
after the turn of the year 1800. They knew or learned quickly how
to live off the land, store food through the winter season, hunt
the herbs for medicinal purposes, and most of all they taught their
children the best they could to be self sufficient as they grew
into adulthood. We wouldn’t be here today if they weren’t
successful. This is why we should remember who they were, and be a
little thankful for the sacrifices they made and the things that we
have which they couldn’t even begin to dream of.

 


There are two ways this
book is compiled. The first section - Chapter 1 through Chapter 22
- starts from the family of James Garfield Smith and Fanny Taylor.
The book then extends back in the direct Smith family line for 21
generations. Please keep in mind that documentation – if correct –
does go back in England for many centuries, primarily due to the
Bishops Records of the Church of England. These church records have
been customarily used as historical documentation for well over a
century. People in England have also compiled their genealogies for
many centuries, and this information has been carefully
reviewed.

 


The second section of the
book – Chapter 23 through Chapter 29 – provides descendants from
Thomas Smith Carrington (who changed his name from Carrington to
avoid death), descendants of Isaac Jacob Taylor, Ancestral
Photographs, and DNA evidence with documentation
comparison.

 


Names and dates of
descendents will be provided in the Descendant (Ahnentafel) Report
– but, no dates for living
descendants. This will
help keep their privacy intact.
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Chapter 1


 James Garfield
Smith

1903 – 1975

Garfield was born in the early summer, on
Friday, June 5th of 1903 in Laurel County, Kentucky. He was the
first born child of William “Bill” Smith and Alcie “Alice”
Cobb.

 


When Garfield was 15 years old a pandemic
hit the east coast of the United States, and spread rapidly across
the country. It became known as the Spanish Flu. It was in the late
summer and early fall of 1918 that many military installations,
across the country, became the first to be hit as returning World
War I troops brought the flu back from overseas. As military
members were discharged, and went home, the spread continued. “On
October 2 [1918] Dr. Joseph McCormack, Kentucky Board of Health,
made influenza a reportable disease across Kentucky and ordered
local boards of health to placard (place a sign) and quarantine any
infected households for a minimum of ten days.” The social
distancing that had naturally taken place - as early pioneers
spread throughout the mountains - prevented this virus from
touching many Kentucky families. As far as it’s known – no one in
the family died from the Spanish Flu pandemic.

 


At the age of 19 Garfield married Fanny
Taylor on a Wednesday, July 26th of 1922. Fanny was the daughter of
Bassey Taylor and Lucy Bell nee Jones. She was born on Sunday,
January 22nd of 1905, and was 17 at the time of marriage.

 


In 1941 Garfield registered for the draft.
This was a requirement for men born on or after February 17, 1897
and born on or before December 31, 1921. He listed himself as a
farmer located in Blackwater, Laurel County, Kentucky. He was in
fact a tobacco farmer and had raised the crop for many years.
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Tobacco curing in barn.
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Tobacco leaves drying.

 


 








 


He was not called up to serve during the
Second World War.
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Over the next 24 years, from 1923 to 1947,
the couple had 8 children.
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Our next direct line ancestor is William M.
“Bill” Smith.
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Chapter 2


William M. “Bill”
Smith

1909 -1989

William M. Smith was likely born on
Thursday, April 19th of 1883 in Blackwater, Laurel County,
Kentucky. There is documentation also showing April 9th as his
birthday. He was the youngest of 9 children born to Thomas J. Smith
and Elizabeth nee Sasser.

 


When Bill was 19 years old he married Alcie
“Alice” Cobb in 1902. Alice was also 19 years old at the time. She
was born on Friday, June 1st of 1883. She was the daughter of
William T. Cobb and Mary Ann nee Cheek.






Over the next 22 years from 1903 to 1924 the
couple had 8 children.
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Bill registered for the draft on Thursday,
September 12th of 1918 – he was required to do so since the United
States became involved in World War I , which had already started
in Europe. It’s interesting to note that Bill gave his birthday as
April 9th of 1883 rather than the 19th on the military registration
card.
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World War I Draft Registration – Front
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World War I Draft Registration – Back
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World War II Draft Registration

 


It would appear that the registration
paperwork shows his wife’s name to be spelled Alcy on the World War
I draft registration. Then in 1942, Bill registered again during
World War II, at the age of 59. On the World War II DSS Form 1
Bill’s wife’s name is spelled Elsie. There are a lot of
discrepancies in documents associated with the military. Back then
government clerks and enlistees were in a rush with service
processing and details were often overlooked – quantity verses
quality.

 


Bill and Alice kept their family safe during
the Spanish Flu outbreak in 1918 and 1919. No reported deaths
occurred in the immediate family from this pandemic. Likewise, when
poliomyelitis broke out in New York and Boston in 1916, and spread
across the country, there doesn’t seem to be any record where it
affected our family members.
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Ancestral Photo courtesy of Sue Ann
Taylor






Like many Smith family members, Bill was a
craftsman and worked with his hands. Among his many skills was the
making of furniture. This end table is one fine example of his
work, and is held in high esteem as a family treasure.
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Photo courtesy of Sue Ann Taylor

During Bill’s life many things were invented
that people now take very much for granted. The earliest form of a
radio broadcast began around 1920, and is still called AM
(Amplified Modulation) broadcasting.
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Then there was the first television invented
in 1927, although televisions didn’t become mass produced for the
public until 1947. However, these things were pretty scarce for
most communities since the signals were hard to pick up in the
mountains.
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Born: June 05, 1903 in: Laurel. Kentucky. United States
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United States
Father: William M. Smith
Mother: Alcie Cobb

Wife: Fanny Taylor

Bom 1: January 22. 1905 in: Kentucky. United States
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Name: John Henry Smith
Bom: November 23. 1921 in: Laurel Couaty. Kentucky.
United States of America
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Name: Clifton Charles Smith
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Married: Unknown
Spouse: Alta Mae Blanton
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