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God establishes Israel
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Genesis 15:13-21 “Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. (14) And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. (15) Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. (16) But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." (17) And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. (18) On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—(19) the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, (20) the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, (21) the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites."



The subject matter of this book is the second in a series that deals with biblical prophecy, specifically dealing with the nation of Israel. I have divided the series into four books. In the first book, we discussed the two Israel’s revealed in scripture. We discussed the difference between the two and how that impacts biblical prophecy about the nation of Israel. In this second book, we will examine bible prophecies about Israel that have already been fulfilled. In the third book, we will examine bible prophecies about Israel that are currently being fulfilled. In the fourth and final book, we will examine bible prophecies about Israel that are yet to be fulfilled. And so we will now discuss in chronological sequence, key prophetic events concerning the nation of Israel, which have already been fulfilled. The first key event we will discuss is the establishment of Israel as a sovereign nation. In the above-quoted passage of scripture, we have the account of God appearing to Abraham in approximately the year 2081 BC and giving him and his descendants the land from the river of Egypt to the great River Euphrates​[1]. In this passage, God said Abraham's descendants would inherit the land 400 years later. God said that Abraham's descendants would be strangers in a land that was not theirs, and they would serve that nation (Egypt) as slaves for 400 years, and afterward they would return to claim the land God had given them. And so, when Abraham's grandson Jacob went into Egypt, the Israeli nation was just 75 people (Luke 7:14).  When the Israelites finally left Egypt 430 years later (Exodus 12:41), their number had grown to approximately 2 million people (Numbers Chapter 1). The exodus of Israel from Egypt took place in approximately the year 1446 BC​[2]. As an aside, it is important to notice in this passage that God speaks about the future judgement of both Egypt and the Amorite nation. God mentions the reason for their future judgement, i.e. their iniquities finally reaching a point that requires God's judgement. We know that Egypt's judgement was their economic destruction (Exodus 10:7), whereas the Amorite's judgement was their destruction as a sovereign nation. The iniquities of the Amorite nation were substantially greater than that of the Egyptians, thus deserving the greater judgement. All of the nations mentioned in this passage fell into the same category as the Amorites, i.e. they all ceased to exist as sovereign nations once God delivered them into the hands of the Israelites.


Numbers 34:1-12 “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, (2) "Command the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you come into the land of Canaan, this is the land that shall fall to you as an inheritance—the land of Canaan to its boundaries.  (3)  Your southern border shall be from the Wilderness of Zin along the border of Edom; then your southern border shall extend eastward to the end of the Salt Sea; (4) your border shall turn from the southern side of the Ascent of Akrabbim, continue to Zin, and be on the south of Kadesh Barnea; then it shall go on to Hazar Addar, and continue to Azmon; (5) the border shall turn from Azmon to the Brook of Egypt, and it shall end at the Sea.  (6)  'As for the western border, you shall have the Great Sea for a border; this shall be your western border.  (7)  'And this shall be your northern border: From the Great Sea you shall mark out your border line to Mount Hor; (8) from Mount Hor you shall mark out your border to the entrance of Hamath; then the direction of the border shall be toward Zedad; (9) the border shall proceed to Ziphron, and it shall end at Hazar Enan. This shall be your northern border.  (10)  'You shall mark out your eastern border from Hazar Enan to Shepham; (11) the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of Ain; the border shall go down and reach to the eastern side of the Sea of Chinnereth; (12) the border shall go down along the Jordan, and it shall end at the Salt Sea. This shall be your land with its surrounding boundaries.'”



Because of Israel’s rebellion against God when they came out of Egypt, the Jews were not allowed to enter their promised land; instead, God banished them to the desert for 40 years until the rebellious generation had passed away. And so when the time finally came for Israel to inherit their promised land, God gave Moses a more detailed description of the borders of the land that He had promised to Abraham approximately 675 years earlier. The above-quoted passage of scripture is a record of God’s declared geographic borders for the state of Israel. As an aside, it is interesting to note that the borders given to Moses were substantially smaller than the original borders given to Abraham, i.e. from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates. So why is that? The reason is that Abraham had two sets of descendants, i.e. Israel after the flesh and the Israel of God. And so Moses was given the borders for Israel after the flesh, whereas Abraham was given the borders for the Israel of God. The Israel of God is far more populous than the nation of Israel, and will thus require a far greater geographic area to inhabit during the Lord’s millennial reign.

Map of Israel’s borders shown to Moses
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Numbers 26:52-56 “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: (53) "To these the land shall be divided as an inheritance, according to the number of names. (54) To a large tribe you shall give a larger inheritance, and to a small tribe, you shall give a smaller inheritance. Each shall be given its inheritance according to those who were numbered of them. (55) But the land shall be divided by lot; they shall inherit according to the names of the tribes of their fathers. (56) According to the lot their inheritance shall be divided between the larger and the smaller."





Before Israel invaded the Promised Land, God had instructed Moses to divide the land by lot between the twelve tribes of Israel. In the above-quoted passage of scripture we see that God allocated the land according to the size of each tribe, i.e. the larger inheritance went to the larger tribes and the smaller inheritance went to the smaller tribes. The twelve tribes of Israel that received their inheritance via lot were as follows; Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, Manasseh, Simeon, Dan, Rueben, Gad, Issachar, Zebulun, Asher and Naphtali. The tribe of Levi received no inheritance of land because, as the Lord's priests, He was their inheritance; they did however receive various cities to reside in. Joseph's inheritance was divided between his two sons Ephraim and Manasseh, because Jacob had taken them as his sons (Genesis 48:5). 




Joshua 11:15-23 As the Lord had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that the Lord had commanded Moses. (16) Thus Joshua took all this land: the mountain country, all the South, all the land of Goshen, the lowland, and the Jordan plain—the mountains of Israel and its lowlands, (17) from Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, even as far as Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings, and struck them down and killed them. (18) Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. (19) There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, except the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. All the others they took in battle. (20) For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the Lord had commanded Moses. (21) And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities. (22) None of the Anakim were left in the land of the children of Israel; they remained only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod. (23) So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.



In approximately the year 1406 BC, under Joshua’s leadership, Israel began its invasion and occupation of the territories given to them by God​[3]. It was in that year that Israel became a sovereign nation for the first time. The above-quoted passage of scripture is a summary of the various territories that Israel conquered under Joshua’s leadership. By the time Joshua ended his military campaign in approximately the year 1375 BC, five of the tribes of Israel had received their inheritance. Under Moses’ leadership, the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh had received their inheritance east of the Jordan, and under Joshua’s leadership, the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim had received their inheritance within the original borders of the Promised Land.


Joshua 18:1-10 Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them. (2) But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received their inheritance. (3) Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: "How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers has given you? (4) Pick out from among you three men for each tribe, and I will send them; they shall rise and go through the land, survey it according to their inheritance, and come back to me. (5) And they shall divide it into seven parts. Judah shall remain in their territory on the south and the house of Joseph shall remain in their territory on the north. (6) You shall therefore survey the land in seven parts and bring the survey here to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the Lord our God. (7) But the Levites have no part among you, for the priesthood of the Lord is their inheritance. And Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave them." (8) Then the men arose to go away; and Joshua charged those who went to survey the land, saying, "Go, walk through the land, survey it, and come back to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the Lord in Shiloh." (9) So the men went, passed through the land, and wrote the survey in a book in seven parts by cities; and they came to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh. (10) Then Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the Lord, and there Joshua divided the land to the children of Israel according to their divisions.



We have seen that in approximately the year 1406 BC, Israel began conquering the territories given to them by God. Nevertheless, by approximately the year 1375 BC, Israel had still not conquered all the territory God had given them​[4]. By that time Joshua had grown old and was about to depart from this life and so Joshua was forced to divide the remaining unconquered territory based on a survey. The above-quoted passage of scripture is an account of that incident, and below is a map of the territories Joshua allotted to the twelve tribes of Israel. It is important to note that when we compare the two maps, i.e. God’s boundaries given to Moses and the eventual territories allotted to the twelve tribes, we see significant differences. The following differences are listed; the territories occupied by Manasseh, Gad, and Reuben, east of the Jordan, were not part of Israel’s original inheritance. The territory known as Philistia was part of Israel's inheritance, nevertheless, it remained occupied by the Philistines. The territory north of Sidon, known as Phoenicia (AKA Lebanon), was also part of Israel's inheritance; nevertheless, it remained occupied by the Phoenicians.

Map of territories allotted to the twelve tribes
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2 Samuel 8:1-14 After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines and subdued them. And David took Metheg Ammah from the hand of the Philistines. (2) Then he defeated Moab. Forcing them down to the ground, he measured them off with a line. With two lines he measured off those to be put to death, and with one full line those to be kept alive. So the Moabites became David's servants, and brought tribute. (3) David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his territory at the River Euphrates. (4) David took from him one thousand chariots, seven hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand foot soldiers. Also David hamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared enough of them for one hundred chariots. (5) When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. (6) Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David's servants, and brought tribute. So the Lord preserved David wherever he went. (7) And David took the shields of gold that had belonged to the servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem. (8) Also from Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King David took a large amount of bronze. (9) When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated all the army of Hadadezer, (10) then Toi sent Joram his son to King David, to greet him and bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Toi); and Joram brought with him articles of silver, articles of gold, and articles of bronze. (11) King David also dedicated these to the Lord, along with the silver and gold that he had dedicated from all the nations which he had subdued—(12) from Syria, from Moab, from the people of Ammon, from the Philistines, from Amalek, and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. (13) And David made himself a name when he returned from killing eighteen thousand Syrians in the Valley of Salt. (14) He also put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites became David's servants. And the Lord preserved David wherever he went.



It took Israel roughly 436 years to conquer the territory God had promised them, and only in approximately the year 970 BC, under the reign of King David, Israel finally occupied most of its territory​[5]. The above-quoted passage of scripture is a record of some of the territories conquered by Israel during the reign of King David. It is again important to note that even under David’s reign, when we compare the two maps, i.e. God’s boundaries given to Moses and the eventual territories conquered by King David, we see significant differences. The following differences are listed; Israel’s territories had grown to include Moab, Ammon, and Edom, even though they were not part of Israel’s original inheritance. The territory of Philistia was part of Israel's inheritance; nevertheless, it remained occupied by the Philistines. The territory of Phoenicia (AKA Lebanon), was also part of Israel's inheritance; nevertheless, it remained occupied by the Phoenicians.
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