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INTRODUCTION
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It all began with an astrology horoscope. During the winter of 2020 I was seeking a new project for my astrology studies and decided to research the phenomenon of mass murder, a once-rare event that has now become an epidemic.

One mass murder had left its scar on my memory – the horrific Chicago massacre of eight student nurses in July 1966. I was a sensitive girl of fifteen at the time, and the brutal murders of these aspiring young women struck a painful chord in me. So naturally this heartbreaking crime headed the list. 

But for reasons shortly to be explained, I had trouble trusting the actual time of the crime, which is required for any astrology horoscope. My uncertainty led me to yet more research, and as that research progressed, glaring inconsistencies and contradictions in the crime narrative began piling up. Before I knew it I was heavily engaged in investigating the murders, the likes of which I had never before attempted. 

In May 2023 I published Richard Speck and the Eight Nurses:  Deconstructing A Mass Murder. But my work wasn’t done. As an astrologer I am familiar with some occult subjects – familiar enough to note them when they appear in crime stories, as they frequently do. My research yielded a plethora of references to coded numbers, pagan holidays, and occult ritual images, all of which suggested the involvement of a dark cult or organization – and this was before I had even analyzed the astrology of the case. 

Once the physical door to the crime closed, a new metaphysical window opened, and I felt obliged to pass through it and revisit the crime with a view to exposing the occult themes embedded within. I alluded to the presence of a “hidden hand” in my book, and now here is an in-depth look at its ungloving.

Part I of the present book requires a basic familiarity with astrological terms and horoscope charts. Part II expounds on the occult themes and coded numbers that were sprinkled throughout the crime narrative, which went unnoticed in the aftermath of the crime - until now.

In his comprehensive book A Dictionary of Symbols, a vital reference for this work, mythologist and occult symbologist J.E. Cirlot tells us that “...crime is a feature of many desperate rites,” many of which involve sacrifice. (p. 159) The act of crime itself is a desperate act, born of fear, anger, greed, or lust. Monumental crimes, such as the mass murder of the eight nurses, often display symbolic evidence of these desperate rites in the form of numbers, dates, persons, and imagery. Whether their appearance is random or deliberate, patterns of such appearances invite a closer look. I encourage the reader to learn these symbols and take that closer look. What you may see are the ethereal fingerprints left behind by the hidden hand.
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PART I
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ASTROLOGY

The Crime Chart

The Natal Chart of Richard Speck

The Eclipse Chart

The Natal Chart of Corazon Amurao
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CHAPTER ONE

SYNOPSIS OF THE CRIME

[image: ]




At 11:00 PM an intruder broke into the back door of the two-story townhouse that served as a dormitory for eight nurses who were in training at South Chicago Community Hospital. Three were licensed nurses from the Philippines and the rest were American students who were to graduate just three weeks later.

The intruder went upstairs to the second floor where there were three bedrooms. He went to the room shared by Filipina nurses Corazon Amurao and Merlita Gargullo. Their door was locked. He knocked on the door. Corazon opened the door to find him pointing a gun at her. He commanded Corazon and Merlita to come out of the room and he also removed Nina (pronounced NIGH-na) Jo Schmale from the bedroom next door and marched the three of them down the hall to the largest bedroom, where three other women were already in bed.

He made them all sit on the floor in a circle, and then busied himself by cutting strips of cloth from a bedsheet on one of the beds. He tied their hands behind their backs and bound their feet together at the ankles with these cloth strips. During this time Gloria Davy returned home from a date and he tied her up as well. He then removed Pamela Lee Wilkening from the bedroom and walked her down the hall to Corazon’s room where he fatally stabbed her. 

As this occurred student nurses Suzanne Farris and Mary Ann Jordan returned from their evening out and he accosted them and forced them into the same bedroom where Pamela lay deceased. Mary Ann was also a nursing student but not a resident of the townhouse. Tragically, she had decided to spend the night at the townhouse with Suzanne, her best friend and future sister-in-law. 

The intruder viciously stabbed both Mary Ann and Suzanne. There was little commotion and no screaming during these horrific attacks. He then returned to the large bedroom and began taking one of the nurses out one at a time to the other bedroom where he stabbed and strangled Nina Jo Schmale, Patricia Ann Matusek, Valentina Pasion, and Merlita Gargullo. 

Corazon Amurao had slid underneath a bunk bed during this time, where she remained hidden for a few hours. The intruder then sexually assaulted Gloria Davy on a bed near the bed where Corazon was hiding, then carried her downstairs to the living room couch where she was reportedly sodomized and strangled. The intruder returned upstairs to check the rooms but did not notice Corazon hiding under the bed. He left the premises at 3:30 AM. 

At 5:00 and 5:30 AM the students’ alarm clocks began to ring. Corazon, still underneath the bed, was able to shimmy out from under the bed and free herself from her bindings. She ran to her bedroom where three of her housemates lay deceased, and called out the window for help. Finally, she broke through the window screen to a second floor ledge where she shouted for help to passersby on the street below.

The next day Corazon identified Richard Speck as the killer and he was apprehended two days later in a flophouse in the Skid Row section of Chicago. He was convicted and initially sentenced to death, but the death penalty was repealed and he spent the next 25 years in prison. He died in 1991 one day before his 50th birthday. 

Corazon gave statements to police that were contradictory, and her identification of the suspect initially caused confusion. She recalled the night of the crime in incredible detail down to the length of time the perpetrator spent with each victim, but at trial she could not recall vital details of the killer’s appearance. 

Her description of the events changed over time. Her account of the break-in was also suspect, as police found no means of forced entry, suggesting that a door was left unlocked or the killer was let in. Corazon had checked the front door but not the back door where the killer entered. Later on, events were added to the story that she had not recounted, and the crime scene and evidence were compromised many times over. 

If the events of this horrendous story sound a little off to you, trust your instincts. Let’s see what the crime chart has to say.

––––––––
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Regulus Platinum Professional 7 software was used in the creation of all charts.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE CRIME CHART
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Wednesday, July 13, 1966

11:00 PM, Chicago, Illinois, USA
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Pisces Rising

With 19 degrees of Pisces rising I expected to find a damaged and weakened Ascendant ruler, Jupiter. But here Jupiter is in its degree of exaltation at 15 Cancer. I had never seen such a well-dignified ruler for crime victims, let alone eight victims who had been brutally murdered. 

Thanks to my tunnel vision I bypassed the fact that Jupiter was combust the Sun, and I wasn’t using the outer planets as co-rulers back then, so nebulous Neptune also got lost in the shuffle. But the 11:00 PM time just didn’t feel right, so I began searching for more confirmation of the hour, and the rest is history.

At that point everything changed. I became so absorbed in the crime research that I set the chart aside for the next three and a half years. Finally, with the physical review completed, I once again turned my attention to the metaphysical and occult aspects of the crime, which were substantial. 

The mutable Pisces ASC suggests more than one victim, and there were eight victims. The same applies to the Descendant in Virgo. I think that there were at least two killers. Pisces rules hospitals and Virgo rules doctors and nurses. I believe that the motive behind the crime had nothing to do with Richard Speck and everything to do with the nurses’ environment, which was the hospital, its doctors, and certain unethical practices that were taking place there. We’ll look much more closely at that issue shortly, but now a retrograde, weighty Saturn at 29 degrees Pisces in the first house demands attention.

In a memorable lecture the late astrologer Buz Myers once described Saturn in Pisces as something akin to sin dipped in misery. Saturn in Pisces signals suffering and misery on many levels; it is the designation of the martyr who dies or is sacrificed for a cause. In this painful case Saturn occupies the frenzied 29th degree of the last sign in the zodiac: desperate situations required desperate measures. 

Retrograde Saturn, the master plan of the crime, was in a state of uncertainty and distress. I say this because Saturn rules the eleventh and twelfth houses of the chart, which concern friends, associates, colleagues, and large institutions like hospitals. Some participants in the murders may have had second thoughts, but a nefarious secret (Neptune in Scorpio in 8) had to be protected at all costs.

Neptune Overboard

Nebulous Neptune commands attention in the crime chart, telling us much of what we want to know, namely, that what we were told isn’t necessarily true. In Degrees of the Zodiac Symbolized, Nineteenth Century astrologer Charubel doesn’t hold back his disdain for the 19th degree of Scorpio, “the cursed degree of the cursed sign.” (p. 30) It describes a person or situation that may become “a terror to society”. His most chilling observation is the depiction of the degree as “a serpent with many heads, all in a circle....” According to the official narrative the nine nurses were made to sit on the floor in a circle while the intruder tied their feet and hands together, one at a time, before he took them from the room and killed them. The logo of serpents twisting around a staff, called the “caduceus,” universally appears in medical illustrations. The symbolism of the degrees of the zodiac can be eerily literal.

As ruler of the ocean depths Neptune’s influence runs silent and deep, with profound if unseen ramifications. Much of what it touches may never rise to the surface, and many things get swept away by its invisible undertow. Let’s unpack the mysterious clues that Neptune guards in this chart.

Neptune is in the Venus degree of Scorpio, already conjuring images of a lustful secret affair and female reproduction. It rules saints and martyrs. The nurses were killed on the anniversary of the death of Saint Camillus de Lellis, patron saint of nurses and hospitals. Days later, five nurses were laid to rest on the feast day of Saint Camillus. There is a hospital named for Saint Camillus in Batangas, Philippines, the home province of sole survivor Corazon Amurao. This kind of eerie coincidence, or meaningful correspondence as I like to call it, appears frequently throughout this crime story, as we will see.

Richard Speck’s favorite bar was housed in the Saint Elmo Hotel, so named after the patron saint of sailors (Neptune). Speck had just signed up for work as a seaman (Neptune) with the Coast Guard branch of the U.S. Navy (Neptune). He drank regularly and took drugs indiscriminately (Neptune) and on the night of the murders he was injected with a strange drug (Neptune) and lost all memory of that night.

First house and late-degree Saturn retrograde in Pisces brings out the worst side of Neptune: deception, fraud, trickery, and illusion. The ethereal tendrils of Neptune will entangle themselves well into Richard Speck’s natal chart as well. Neptune is:


	Co-ruler of ASC, representing victims, five of whom were student nurses training in a local hospital, three were licensed nurses from the Philippines. 

	In eighth house of murder, in Scorpio, sign of murder. Scorpio is the zodiac sign of the Philippines.

	Forms grand trine aspect with Sun, co-ruler of killers, and with partile trine to 19 degree ASC – water, water everywhere. The nurses’ townhouse was a mile from the Calumet Harbor, the Coast Guard and Navy featured prominently in the story, the murder weapon (Mars, Cancer) was dredged from the Calumet River (although it really wasn’t the murder weapon, and was excluded from the evidence), Richard Speck was nicknamed “Fish Mouth,” a reference to Pisces, and a tip stated that he had been framed in the crime as “bait,” also referencing fish (Pisces).
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