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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			Steve Hutchison reviews 50 of the best zombie movies. Each film is analyzed and discussed with a synopsis and a rating. The movies are ranked from best to worst. How many have you seen?

		

		
			#1

		

		
			Dead Alive
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			1992

		

		
			A man tries to contain a zombie outbreak originating from his home.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			We mostly owe the masterpiece that is Dead Alive, AKA Brain Dead, to Peter Jackson. He’s grown infinitely more resourceful since 1987’s Bad Taste, which wasn’t bad at all, but this one is full throttle. It is very dynamic and never dull. It all starts with a cute love story that won’t remain cute for very long. See, Lionel’s mother is decaying and slowly turning into a zombie…

			Dead Alive contains the kind of gore so extreme it makes you piss your pants; not because you’re frightened but because you’re chortling uncontrollably. It makes you jump, it makes you want to vomit, but you’re never exactly scared. The special effects are, for lack of a better word, orgiac. This is easily one of the best zombie movies ever made, and it looks like nothing else.

			The acting is odd, the dialogue is awkward, but those aspects are charming more than they are annoying. The last act is an absolute blast. It is particularly gruesome. It is a non-stop gore fest; easily one of the most memorable moments in horror movie history. It’ll make you scratch your head as to how exactly the practical effects were made. In fact, this whole production is a beautiful enigma!

		

		
			#2

		

		
			Return of the Living Dead III
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			1993

		

		
			A teenager struggles not to feed on humans and spread her curse after being brought back to life by a toxic gas that turned her into a zombie.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Strongly inspired by Romeo and Juliet, this Return of the Living Dead marks the franchise’s will to reinvent itself. None of the actors are making a return and a new formula is introduced. The key element, here, is that one of the two main protagonists, Julie, is slowly becoming a zombie and incidentally letting us in on the curse. We get to live the transformation from a more serious human angle.

			The script lives up to the twisted concept’s potential. You haven’t seen sexy until you’ve met a girl delaying a progressive undead curse through self-mutilation and implicit sadomasochism. Her darkly sexual character design makes her both an interesting protagonist and threat to her boyfriend. As superheroes would, and to make us care for her, she only feeds on criminals and spares the innocent.

			You’ll be pleased to find the same make-up and practical effect quality as the previous films, but filmed differently. There is obvious effort in delivering a story with depth, for the first time. The characters are well-written and no longer an easy caricature. Although the film has its share of cheese, the writing is smart, cohesive, and the actors perform wholeheartedly.

		

		
			#3

		

		
			The Return of the Living Dead
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			1985

		

		
			The employees of a medical supply warehouse come in contact with a toxic gas that turns the living and the dead into contagious brain-eating revenants.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Return of the Living Dead is admittedly a parody of The Night of the Living Dead franchise and it’s great! It takes the humor many steps further by breaking cliches and shuffling the rules of the zombie mythology. For example, they are more resistant, come in different shapes and sizes; some look like monsters, some are skeletons. A split dog is even thrown in the mix to make a point.

			The film is lively and the characters are goofs, but never at the expense of rewarding, progressive storytelling. The stylish plastic gore, the rubbery make-up and the animatronics range from cute to terrifying; sometimes slightly flawed but always effective. This is a horror movie of its time that indulges in nudity and gore, but it does so in surprisingly creative ways.

			This is a zombie slasher featuring a bunch of rebels and a young man, their friend, working his first day in a shady medical supply warehouse while they are partying in the cemetery outside waiting for him. This rendition of the undead has been given one-liners to chew on and a drop of individuality. The abominations are nicely designed and in a way to pull a smile.

		

		
			#4

		

		
			Night of the Creeps
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			1986

		

		
			Alien brain parasites turn their hosts into zombies.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			This is the quintessential cheesy supernatural 1980s horror movie. It’s also a homage to 1950s science-fiction. There are similarities between the two decades, cinematically, and Fred Dekker, writer and director, points them out. Night of the Creeps is about a fraternity initiation gone terribly wrong, and it’s about alien leeches. It’s light-spirited, fun and highly atmospheric.

			If you think the first act is amazing, you’ll be pleased to know that the second half of this film is just bonkers. You’ll wish that’s all the movie was. Of course, then, we wouldn’t have exposition. The characters are colorful. There’s the ginger kid, his crippled friend, the love interest, the bullies. Then, there’s Tom Atkins playing a cop who’s getting too old for this shit.

			I promise you, if you’re a fan of the 1980s, that you’re going to have a blast with this one. If somehow you haven’t already seen it, stop what you are doing and watch it. There’s mild nudity. College girls sure love to shower. Gore is abundant, and the practical effects are something else. Words cannot describe how magical Night of the Creeps is.

		

		
			#5

		

		
			Dawn of the Dead
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			2004

		

		
			Strangers take refuge in a mall during a zombie outbreak.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Those coming into this unaware of the classic horror movie it remakes will have their mind blown and will fully appreciate the ride regardless. This film stands alone but honors a great legacy. Hardcore fans of George A. Romero’s work will recognize antisocial patterns of 1985’s dramatic Day of the Dead transported in shopping mall sets reminiscent of 1978’s more comedic Dawn of the Dead.

			The zombies look amazing, but they run and twitch. Because our leads must survive a while for a movie to exist, the living dead are limited in number to compensate for their speed and strength. The only issue this creates, here, is that the mall isn’t invaded, per say, until late in the story. It feels like a wasted gimmick at first, but the script wants to depict human conflicts instead.

			Writer James Gunn is familiar with Romero’s ways. He purposely isolates the victims; a powerful ensemble cast of popular names, from the zombies for most of the runtime to force them to survive creatively, in addition to dealing with the alienation, the infection, the claustrophobia and the paranoia. He knows that the living dead are simple villains that generate rhetorical story arcs.
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