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      As a Ghost Agent, on a normal day, I am inside a couple hundred people’s minds. I know their thoughts, dreams, heartaches, and hidden secrets that sometimes they even hide from themselves.

      Luckily, as a Ghost Agent, once I leave a person’s mind, their memories and such tend to fade very quickly. I describe the knowledge I get from inside another person about their life as like a smell.

      Mostly not a bad smell, not a great smell, just a smell that lingers for a moment and then vanishes on the winds of time.

      When I first told Sims, my Ghost Agent partner and lover, about how I thought of the memories, she laughed and from that moment forward, when working together and one of us came out of a particularly bad human with little redeeming social qualities, we would wave our hand in front of our face like trying to clear out a bad fart.

      It always made the other laugh.

      In the months since I had died and started working as a Ghost Agent, I thought I had seen pretty much everything. I had found and Sims and I stopped one serial killer. I had kept numbers of people from committing suicide, cured untold numbers of gambling and drinking addictions, and did my share of marriage counseling when the couples belonged together.

      After all, that was what Ghost Agents did.

      And I liked doing it, to be honest. For the first time since I had become a superhero over a hundred years before, I felt really worthwhile.

      I had to die to get to really help people. Go figure.

      Around me now, the cool Las Vegas night felt wonderful against my skin. I had on my normal jeans, tennis shoes, and expensive blouse and luckily even though it was past midnight, the air hadn’t cooled off enough for me to need a jacket.

      I was working alone at the moment. Sims was already back in our wonderful condo fast asleep in our giant bed and I was feeling like it was time to go back and join her.

      She worked mornings while I slept in, then we worked afternoons together, then we spent the evenings together socially, then I went back out when she went off to bed.

      We tried to go out on a date night at least once per week, but that often turned into work as well. Tough to be a Ghost Agent and not work.

      Tonight I had been sort of walking along the Strip sidewalk in front of the Fountains at the Bellagio and watching people, checking any that looked like they might need some help.

      I called it my “street walker” route. I wasn’t looking for sex and no one could see me, but walking this area of the Strip sidewalk, I always felt like one of the girls of the night. I couldn’t imagine doing it for real, but I knew a few of the normal-looking women along here did.

      Tonight, there had been nothing at all unusual until I came across a guy standing alone, staring at the fountains but not really seeing them.

      Sims called that the “blank stare of doom” and I knew with this guy it meant problems.

      So I moved over to him, figuring he would be my last for the night, and melded inside of him.

      The grief, the sorrow, the depth of anguish were so strong, I almost choked. It caught me by surprise as the weight of it all seemed to push down on my shoulders.

      I couldn’t see through it.

      It was like a red fog in his entire body, so thick, no sign of anything could be seen. I couldn’t even get his name.

      I stepped back out into the night air and took a couple of deep breaths to let the smell of those red feelings of sorrow and grief fade.

      Wow, that guy was in trouble.

      Serious trouble.
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