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Initial Legal Disclaimer

This book addresses the Peruvian legal framework that applies when foreign estate planning instruments — trusts, wills, probate orders, letters testamentary, powers of attorney, and related documents — have connections to assets, heirs, or legal proceedings in Peru.

The central proposition of this book, stated at the outset so that no reader is in doubt, is this:


A foreign estate plan may be valid and effective in the jurisdiction where it was created, but that does not mean it will automatically produce the intended legal, registry, inheritance, or property effects in Peru.



Peruvian law operates on its own terms. It has its own rules for property ownership, succession, forced heirship, registry inscription, document authentication, notarial formalities, and the recognition of foreign legal acts. These rules do not automatically defer to foreign estate planning instruments, however carefully those instruments were drafted.

The purpose of this book is to make those Peruvian rules understandable to foreign practitioners and international families. It is not a blueprint for how to structure an estate plan that involves Peru — that requires specific legal advice tailored to the individual circumstances. It is an explanation of the legal terrain that any foreign estate plan involving Peru must navigate.

This book does not constitute legal advice, a Peruvian legal opinion, expert witness evidence, tax advice, estate planning advice, or a substitute for individualized legal review under Peruvian law. Readers with specific matters should consult a qualified Peruvian lawyer.
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Preface: Why Foreign Estate Plans Often Need a Peruvian Law Review
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Estate planning is a discipline that operates within legal systems. A trust is created under the law of a specific jurisdiction. A will is executed in compliance with the formal requirements of a specific country. A probate order is issued by a court operating within a defined legal framework. Each of these instruments is designed to produce legal effects within, and sometimes across, the boundaries of the legal system in which it was created.

The problem arises when the estate plan reaches Peru.

Many foreign estate lawyers prepare wills, trusts, estate plans, probate orders, and asset protection structures without recognizing that their client has assets, heirs, a spouse, succession rights, or legal records connected to Peru. The Peruvian connection may be subtle: a property inherited years ago and long forgotten; a bank account maintained by a family member; shares in a Peruvian family company; a marriage registered in Peru that was never formally dissolved under Peruvian law; children or grandchildren who are Peruvian nationals with Peruvian succession rights.

When those connections exist, the foreign estate plan cannot be treated as complete without analyzing how it interacts with Peruvian legal rules. The estate planner who has drafted a comprehensive revocable living trust for a client with a Peruvian apartment may not realize that the apartment remains registered in the client's personal name in SUNARP, that a Peruvian succession proceeding may be required to transfer it, and that Peruvian forced heirship rules constrain how it can be disposed of regardless of what the trust document says.


The legal question is not only whether the foreign instrument is valid abroad. The decisive question is whether it can produce the intended effect in Peru.



This book is written for the foreign estate lawyer who encounters Peru for the first time in the context of a client matter; for the probate lawyer managing an estate that includes Peruvian assets; for the wealth advisor whose client has cross-border family and asset connections; and for the international family that is navigating the intersection of a foreign estate plan and Peruvian legal reality.
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