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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out
based upon teachers’ perceptions if uniforms are effective within
the school. The study involves the faculty of McKissick Elementary
School from all grade levels. Participants completed a short survey
designed to evaluate their perceptions of the effectiveness of
school uniforms. The results showed a correlation between teachers’
perceptions of the effectiveness of school uniforms as a means of
keeping order and students’ misbehaviors regardless of use of
uniforms. The results showed that there is a negative relationship
between order and misbehavior. The teachers were neutral in their
views about the school uniform. The findings of the study might be
useful to administrators who intend to implement school uniform
policies in their schools and school districts.






Effectiveness of School Uniforms






Based upon research, are indeed school
uniforms effective within the school setting? School uniforms tend
to be a hot topic among educators, students, and parents. Some are
for and some are against the dress code. Brunsma (2005) stated
there is absolutely nothing simplistic and straightforward about
the current movement to uniform public school students in the
United States. Per some individuals, the uniform takes away from
the individuality among students and per other groups, the use of
uniforms unifies a group of people. Uniforms are generally less
expensive than traditional clothing bought at department stores.
The uniforms cost $8 -$10 depending upon intricacy of the pocket
labels (Dessoff, 2007). Bodine (2003) stated that with uniforms
poor students are now on equal footing with the rich students. It
is typically assumed, as exemplified in Long Beach, California,
that uniforms are the sole factor causing direct change in numerous
behavior and academic outcomes. Those pronouncements by uniform
proponents have raised strident objections and created a political
climate in which public school uniform policies have become highly
contested (Brunsma & Rockquemore, 1998, 2003). Per Adams
(2006), the ongoing public discourse is not only entrenched in
controversy but also largely fueled by conjecture and anecdotal
evidence. Hence, it now seems critical that empirical analysis
should be conducted to inform the school uniform debate. Based upon
literature reviewed there is no clear-cut consensus among
practioners and researchers about the uses and the effectiveness of
the school uniforms. By exploring, the teachers’ perceptions of the
effectiveness of school uniforms, educators can identify the
potential issues of how effective school uniforms are within the
school and administrators can gather teacher opinions towards the
school uniform for future references.
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