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The day had shed its morning chill, now flirting with warmth as Jaye left behind the comforting aroma of the coffee shop. A few hours among steaming mugs and flickering laptop screens were enough to immerse her in a different kind of ritual, a break from the hidden world she usually inhabited. But that, too, was a secret she enjoyed keeping. Anonymity suited her here, in this place of crisp leaves and urban hum. Her shoes, soft-soled and supple, allowed her to walk in silence even as the city throbbed around her with a vivacious clamor. She savored the feeling of being apart yet present, a curious observer of a world that spun without her. She smiled at how oblivious everyone was to the existence of beings like her and her sisters. The world had no idea, and perhaps that was for the best. The streets teemed with ordinary lives, but Jaye had never wanted an ordinary life, and she’d never had one.
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