[image: cover-image, Dpspvolone6]

 

 

 

 

Introduction

 

 

Drunk Page, Sober Page is a collection of stories about people who hit their lowest points battling alcoholism and then chose sobriety. These stories explore the immediate and long-term transformations that come from stepping away from alcohol and rebuilding a life.

 

While these stories are fictional and do not depict any actual individuals, they capture the struggles and victories many face on the road to recovery. It is my hope that these tales inspire those who are struggling or already walking the path of sobriety, showing that change is possible—even if it begins with just one sober moment.

 

 

 

 

1. The Bar Stool Prophet

 

 

Drunk Page

Leonard slumped against the bar at O’Donnell’s Tavern, reeking of whiskey and despair. Once a theology professor, he hadn’t stood behind a lectern in six years. A failed marriage, job loss, and a nervous breakdown were his legacy. He quoted scripture like a curse. No one listened. He barely listened to himself.

 

Sober Page (5 Hours Later)

Five hours after his last drink, Leonard wandered into a church vestibule, not to pray—just to sit. A grieving man approached. Leonard spoke with conviction he hadn’t known he had left. That same evening, he was asked to lead a grief group. By week’s end, he had a title again: Teacher.

 

Sober Page (5 Years Later)

Five years sober, Leonard founded a community counseling center focused on addiction recovery and grief support. His lectures attract crowds eager to hear his wisdom and stories of faith restored. He reconciled with his ex-wife and now mentors other former professors struggling with addiction. His book, Finding Grace in Broken Places, became a bestseller and is used in university courses nationwide.

 

 

 

 

2. The Dishwasher King

 

 

Drunk Page

Maria washed dishes until her fingers cracked. Her tips went to vodka. Her children lived with their aunt because she couldn’t stay sober long enough to keep them safe. She cried in the alley behind Angelo’s Trattoria, her apron soaked in shame.

 

Sober Page (5 Hours Later)

Five hours later, Maria applied at the florist shop across the street. The owner liked her eye for arrangement. A year later, she bought the place with savings and a microloan. “Bloom Clean” became a neighborhood staple—and a symbol of her sobriety. Her children came home.
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