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Praise For

What the Dog Said






“I laughed out loud. Went back, re-read the
story, and laughed again. I cried. I read the story again, and
wiped more tears away. Joanne has shared the best parts of her
writing, told from the heart, offered without shame. Man, woman or
child, if you’re human, this book is for you.”

Yvonne DiVita

Founder

BlogPaws Online Pet
Community






“A delightfully fun read, filled with wit and
a touch of wacky wisdom, Brokaw’s anecdotes reveal slices of daily
life most of us experience but few of us have the spunk to
express.”

Lamar Keener

Publisher

Christian Examiner Newspaper
Group






“Life
happens, and the lessons we learn along the journey determine our
destiny. In this life-affirming collection of essays and articles,
Joanne candidly reveals the wisdom gleaned and lessons learned that
have set her on a path to joy and success. Through tears and
laughter, you’ll likely find a reflection of yourself as Joanne
wittingly shares her own experiences. Sometimes sad, sometimes
joyous, and sometimes just downright quirky, life is a true
story...and no one can narrate it quite like
Joanne.”

John
Lanier

Executive Editor

Christian Voice Magazine






“What the Dog Said made me
cry...twice. Without a doubt the BEST dog story in short form I
have ever read. Beautiful and powerful. Able to say with such few
words what an entire novel by others could not.

Torry Martin

Actor, Author, Screenwriter & Creator
of

Adventures in Odyssey character,
Wooten Bassett






“Life is funny and packed with poignant life
lessons. So is Joanne Brokaw’s What the Dog Said. This book
reminds us that each day is an adventure filled with yucks of
laughter and yucks of boogers (from dogs and kids). Tickle that
funny bone; pluck those heart strings; read this book!"

Kelsey Timmerman

Author of

Where Am I Wearing and Where Am I
Eating






“Joanne’s unique ability find humor in the
everyday things that life throws our way it intricately woven
throughout this book. What the Dog Said is witty, insightful
and a true pleasure to read. Her dog Bandit provides his own canine
perspective on holidays like Valentine’s Day, Halloween and
Christmas, that will make you smile. The final chapter, from which
the book gets its name, was my favorite chapter of all. It will
touch the heart of anyone who’s ever owned a dog…all I can say is
keep the Kleenex handy.”

Barbara McSpadden

Co-Publisher

Rochester Woman
Magazine






“I actually LOLed reading Joanne’s witty,
whacky and warm-hearted book. Okay, I didn’t ROFL, laugh off body
parts, or anything like that, but I did LOL and you will too.”

James N. Watkins

Humorist, Columnist & Author of

Writing with Banana Peels






“What the Dog Said is as reassuring as
a devoted Labrador. Joanne Brokaw’s reflections mirror the irony,
humor, and uncertainty that make each of us adorable.”

Suzette Martinez Standring

Award-winning Author of

The Art Column Writing






“I want to hang out with Bandit, call him
when my day is less than stellar, commiserate over bad days, and
tail wag with him when times are on the upswing. Bandit and his
mommy weave clever tales of short prose—bite-sized nuggets, if you
will—in the name of dog. What a refreshing compilation of short
stories involving our very best friends. Now to get a play date
with Bandit: On my must-do list. This dog’s future is on
fiyah!”

Carol Bryant

Founder

FidoseofReality.com
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 Introduction

Books I Never Wrote, and One I Did

I feel badly for those poor souls who,
upon learning that I’m a writer, ask if I’ve ever been published
and are disappointed when I tell them that yes, I’ve been published
in dozens of magazine and newspapers across the US and Canada, and
even in one publication on the other side of the world.

“No book?” they ask hopefully.

“No book,” I respond, and they quickly change
the subject.

Most people, including writers, fall for the
myth that if you haven’t published a book you’re not a real writer.
So over the years, in an effort to bolster my own self-esteem as
well as that of my friends and family, I’ve tried to write a book.
It’s not as if I don’t have several (really great) book ideas in my
head. I’m just not so sure anyone wants to read what I have to
say.

Here are some of the ideas I’ve been working
on over the last decade:

Answers to Questions

You Didn’t Know You Needed to Ask

Written with my Aunt Mary Ellen, who, under
the influence of a single glass of beer, will give away her secret
cache of beauty and life secrets in the interest of bettering
humanity. Answers in the book will include:

A: If it floats in water, it’s fresh

A: Three weeks and don’t scratch the
rash

A: NEVER! Most people don’t know it can kill
you

We’re still debating whether to include the
questions or hold them back for our next book. Really, what writer
doesn’t want to sign a publishing deal for a series?

Stupid Is As Stupid Does: An Anthology

I got this idea for a collection of stories
after leaving the movie theater one very cold and blustery winter
night. I started my car, cranked up the heat, and stepped into the
nearly empty parking lot to brush the snow off the windows.

As I heard the door slam behind me, I
realized that I’d locked my keys in the car and left the engine
running. On the passenger’s seat, mocking me from the car’s toasty
warm interior, was my purse, which contained my cell phone and a
spare door key (just in case I ever locked my keys in the car).

Around The World In 80 Bugs

I once went on a mission trip to Mexico to
help with construction at a school for deaf children. Considering
that I don’t speak Spanish, don’t know sign language, hate to fly
and don’t know a hammer from a screwdriver, it was a pretty
interesting trip.

I went a week without a hairdryer and endured
bugs in my bed (and in the shower, on the tables, on the chairs,
crawling on my dinner plate). Weeks later I was still picking
concrete out of my hair.

My family and friends found my recap of the
adventure so entertaining they thought it would be fun to plop me
down in other foreign countries, like Canada or Las Vegas, to see
what happens.

It’s Nothing a Little Zoloft Can’t Fix

Wit, wisdom and encouragement for people who
suffer from depression, anxiety and other slight mental
imbalances.

This book would include practical advice on
how to survive a panic attack, ways to convince the emergency room
doctor that, despite what his tests and machines say, you really
are dying, tips for choosing the best pajamas to wear during a
major depressive hibernation and excuses you can use to avoid
leaving the house for at least three months.

I’ve got more where those came from. I even
contemplated writing a book containing only summaries of all the
books I never wrote. I figured that at least when people ask if
I’ve ever been published, I’d be able to finally say, “Yes,”
without embarrassment.

But then I was going through piles of old
columns and someone casually said, “You’ve got enough material here
for a book.”

What? A book? I’ve already written a book?
Written it piece by piece, essay by essay, column by column, year
by year?

Apparently so. And most of it is stuff people
actually wanted to read, stuff editors actually paid me to
write.

The columns and essays collected here have
been printed in dozens of magazines and newspapers across a span of
several years. Some of the pieces are funny, some are thoughtful,
some are just silly and a few were penned by my dog, Bandit.
(That’s right. My dog is a writer, too.)

I chose my favorites, the ones that still
make me laugh or get a little misty-eyed after all of these years.
The only new piece in the collection, “What the Dog Said,” ended up
being the book’s title.

While not everything in this book deals with
dogs, everything I’ve written for almost 15 years has in some way
been influenced by incessant barking, dog hair in my tea or paw
prints on my keyboard. I am who I am because of dogs - those
barking in the room right now and those romping around on God’s
Farm in the Sky.

So, without further ado, I present What
the Dog Said. I hope you laugh. You may shed a tear or two.
Either way, I hope you enjoy reading these pieces as much as I
enjoyed writing them.
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12 Ways To Know You’re Ready To Get A Puppy

A friend told me her husband and son
were trying to convince her to get a puppy.

“I’m trying to be positive about the whole
thing,” she explained as she asked her dog-owning friends for
advice.

Being the owner of two incredibly intelligent
and well-behaved dogs, I was more than happy to share my own
thoughts on how to know if you’re ready to get a puppy.

1) Volunteer to pick up the neighbor dog’s
poop for a week. If at the end of seven days the task seems like a
treasure hunt instead of a chore, you might be ready to get a
puppy.

2) Pour a measuring cup full of dirt onto
your freshly laundered bed sheets. If after sleeping on them for
several days you find you enjoy the feeling of crunchy linens
because it reminds you of your last vacation at the beach, you
might be ready to get a puppy.

3) Have your spouse take one shoe from every
pair of shoes you own and hide them somewhere in your home. If you
can still get to work on time every day, wearing shoes that match,
you might be ready to get a puppy.

4) Get up at 5 a.m. every morning and walk
around the block, stopping at every telephone pole, tree and fence
post. Stand there repeating the phrase, “Go potty. Please go
potty.” If patrolling your neighborhood like this, especially in
the rain or snow, seems like a good way to start your day, you
might be ready to get a puppy.

5) Cash your next two paychecks. Drive to
your local veterinary hospital and hand over all the money to the
vet. If you don’t suffer a massive heart attack on the spot, you
might be ready to get a puppy.

6) Several times a day, tip over the kitchen
garbage pail. Strew the contents around the living room, dining
room and kitchen. Then clean it up. If you are overjoyed at finding
banana peels under the sofa cushions, you might be ready to get a
puppy.

7) Tie a rope around a 50 lb. block of cement
and attempt to drag it around the block. If this seems like a fun
way to tone your biceps, you might be ready go get a puppy.

8) Position two 20 lb. bags of bird seed end
to end on your bed so that they mimic a 40 lb. dog stretched
diagonally across your mattress. If you can sleep comfortably night
after night on the remaining space, you might be ready to get a
puppy.

OEBPS/cover.jpg
WHAT THE
SAID

AND OTHER ADVEN&S IN EVERYDAY LIFE

‘s“’“ a
=)

JOANNE BROKAW





