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To caffeine, sugar, and cream, my buddies through many long early mornings of writing.
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Chapter One

The Case of the Phantom in the BRC Begins
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When Gideon awakened, it was raining. He laid on the ground and listened to the sound of the downpour pelleting the muddy field around him. The detective couldn’t help but notice the nearby Plumbago bush and the leaves that bent under the weight of the water, tinted silver from the light off the back porch. 

As he laid there, the water fell on the side of his head and trickled down his face and then lost itself in the back of his shirt. He turned on his side to look for Billy Bob, his body lubricated by the surrounding mud. He pushed down to help himself up and felt the cold, stiff grass beneath it.

He sat up, stopping while sitting down and looked around. Where was he? He looked back towards the porch and saw all the windows closed, and raindrops swelling with water and eventually streaming down the glass. What in the hell was going on?

He was home, out in the yard. It didn’t frighten him. He always liked the rain and enjoyed playing in it ever since he was a young boy. The problem was, he didn’t know how he had gotten to where he was! He just couldn’t remember.  Had he gotten up to fix himself a midnight snack. A glass of water? Or, did he just walk out the back door.

His thoughts began to get the better of him. What if my neighbor looks out her window and sees me and thinks it is a burglar? What if she calls the police and they come, and I get shot in the backyard?


What was he going to say? “I was sleepwalking!”



“Mister Gideon! Mister Gideon, sir, please come in out of the rain.”

Gideon shook his head back and forth and stood up in the pouring rain in his pajamas. No doubt, he had been sleepwalking and was standing in a torrential rainfall outdoors in the middle hours of the morning.

*****
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THE NEXT DAY, VINCENT Gideon was sitting in his office, enjoying some relaxation after once again his nemesis, Rosenthall, had escaped his clutches. No matter, he was exhausted and wanted to do nothing but take a break from the detective business. Besides, he deserved a much-needed rest.

Billy Bob just brought his afternoon cup of tea and a stack of mail with a rubber band around it.

The famed detective turned through the mail quickly, his mind on loading his ’34 Ford with his fishing rods and tackle and going down to the beach in Black Rock Cove for some real rest and relaxation. Away from people and away from junk mail.

He stopped on a curious envelope with a return address of First State Bank of Black Rock Cove. It was written by Jonathan McElroy, a Cashier employed with the bank.

The staff member wrote the letter on behalf of the Board of Directors. Samuel Dawson, the Notes Payable Clerk, was brutally murdered at the bank, and over $150,000 was stolen. after the police called an end of their investigation, Jonathan and his employers were at the end of their rope. The murderers were never caught.

His ending statement was that even though the money was never recovered, although it was a consideration of importance to the bank, the first priority sought was the capture of the murderers of Dawson.

Having already arranged his business for a brief absence and some mighty exceptional fishing at the Cove, he was all ready for the journey and sped westward to the ocean and Black Rock Cove.

Gideon arrived three days later in the early morning, one of the most delightful days of early spring. Even though he was on a case, he was glad to be out of the hustle-bustle of the big city of Portland. He was once again back in the seaside village he so much enjoyed. Maybe he will be able to get some fishing in while also working on the case.

Possessing such a talent as a Transformist, Gideon elected to not necessarily change characters and entered the town as a tourist wanting to enjoy some fishing.  This way, he could work some relaxation into his visit and able to make many inquiries relative to the citizens in the village without exciting any suspicion.

Vincent sent a note to McElroy on his arrival, announcing himself under a fictitious name and received a reply to come to the bank at seven o’clock in the evening. During the day, he walked around the Cove and, in particular, the layout of the bank about other businesses in the area. He wanted a first-hand look at the surroundings associated with the bank.
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