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To the wanderers who seek more than destinations—

may you find love and laughter along every path.
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Author’s Note

Traveling isn’t just about exploring new places—it’s about discovering parts of ourselves we never knew existed. Falling for My Travel Buddy is a heartfelt tribute to the unexpected friendships and romances born on the road, filled with moments that will make you laugh, reflect, and believe in the magic of connection. This story draws from my own experiences and the shared adventures of many who’ve opened their hearts along the way. I invite you to journey with me and embrace the joyful unpredictability of love and life.

— Yashi Singh 
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Chapter 1: Arrival and New Horizons
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The cobblestones beneath Veronica’s boots hummed softly with forgotten stories as she wheeled her suitcase through the winding streets of San Sebastián. Morning light spilled across balconies heavy with blooms, and the scent of sea salt carried on the breeze like a quiet promise. She stopped at Calle Mayor, her breath catching—not from exertion, but from the surreal fact: *she had arrived*. Alone.

*I actually did it.*

A flutter—half thrill, half panic—rushed through her chest. Three months ago, this trip had been painted with romantic brushstrokes, every plan traced with Marcus beside her: wine-soaked evenings by the Cantabrian Sea, sleepy walks through ancient chapels. Now, the reservation tucked into her pocket bore just one name. And the silence she’d once dreaded suddenly felt like spaciousness. Like choice.

A gust stirred her hair, carrying scents she couldn’t quite name—fresh bread from a panadería, the metallic whisper of the sea, and something smoky and mysterious that made her close her eyes. When she opened them again, everything looked... more possible.

The Hotel María Cristina stood like a dream unfurling—its Belle Époque façade glowing with morning elegance. A smiling doorman greeted her, switching from accented English to fluid Spanish with the bellhop. Veronica’s school-Spanish stumbled out: a shy “gracias” that earned her a kind nod. It was the smallest victory, but it counted.

Her room overlooked the Urumea River, and she leaned into the glass, forehead cool, watching the water curve toward the bay. Her reflection stared back: familiar eyes, familiar features—but softer. Worn, maybe. But open. For the first time in months, she didn’t see what she’d lost. She saw what she might become.

Unpacking took only minutes, but felt monumental. Each shirt folded, each brush placed on the counter—acts of quiet claiming. And then, drawn by curiosity and the ache to be part of something, she ventured out.

The city welcomed her without question. Locals offered gentle nods as they passed, and echoes of children’s laughter filled alleyways like music. She wandered toward Parte Vieja—the old town where tapas bars pressed against ancient stone churches and everything seemed dipped in history.

The warm smell of coffee and citrus led her to a hidden café between a bookshop and a florist. *Café Tortuga* read the hand-painted sign. Through the window, she saw locals lost in routine—mugs steaming, pages turning. She craved that quiet belonging. Just to sit. To exist.
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