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Discover the Historic Center of Bordeaux, classified as a World Heritage site by UNESCO. Find all the information necessary to prepare and enjoy your stay. 

Enjoy reading and especially, … bon voyage !



Here you’ll find all the information necessary to prepare your trip and your stay in Bordeaux in order to discover this exceptional site of indisputable universal value. You will find the following under the sections for the site : the reasons for its selection for the World Heritage list, the history of the site, information on Tourist Offices and suggested tours, general information about museums in the area, an events calendar, practical information on transport (getting there and getting around at the site). Informations, prices and opening hours shown are for 2024.


But most importantly, this "Bordeaux, A World Heritage Site" travel guide also offers a suggested itinerary for visiting each site and monument. You'll also find tips (transport, pricing, activities ... ), anecdotes and all the possibilities for family-friendly visits to encourage children and families in their discovery.





The other travel guides from the "France's World Heritage Sites" collection
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BORDEAUX - PORT OF THE MOON

Visit time : 3 days.


It is impossible to talk about Bordeaux without mentioning the Garonne River and the port that welcomes it. For more than 2000 years their history has been linked, Bordeaux owing everything to the river that crosses the city. The Garonne brought the city prosperity and wealth, exchange and mixed cultures, from the Romans to the English, from Antiquity to the Enlightenment. Today, Bordeaux and the Port of the Moon reflect its intimate history with the river. Abandoned for some time, the city is once again open to the Garonne, in tribute. 

The city now proudly displays its monumental 18th century architecture and has made improvements on the waterfront in recent years. Bordeaux and its remarkable architectural harmony are like a play where eras collide without distorting the story of its history. The legacy of this ancient story is revealed through the streets and squares that its visitors discover on foot, looking up to admire the many artistic details of the façades and monuments. At night the city gleams with thousands of lights – a magnificent spectacle!





Maps

Offline Map from the Tourist Office of Bordeaux. To download first.



World Heritage
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Classified area listed as a World Heritage Site of Humanity by Unesco in 2007.

The Port of the Moon in Bordeaux is an outstanding example of the exchange of human cultures over more than two thousand years, due to its role as the capital city of a world-famous wine production region and the importance of its port in commerce at regional and international levels. The urban form and architecture of the city are the result of continuous extensions and renovations since Roman times up to the 20th century. Urban plans and architectural ensembles stemming from the early 18th century onward place the city as an outstanding example of classical and neo-classical trends and give it an exceptional urban and architectural unity and coherence.

Criteria for selection

Criterion (ii) : Bordeaux, Port of the Moon, constitutes an exceptional testimony to the exchange of human cultures over more than two thousand years. These exchanges provided this cosmopolitan town an unparalleled prosperity in the Age of Enlightenment that provided for an exceptional urban and architectural transformation that continued through 19th century up to present time. The different stages of construction and development of the harbour town are legible in its urban plan, especially the big transformations carried out from the early 18th century onward.

Criterion (iv) : Bordeaux, Port of the Moon, represents an outstanding urban and architectural ensemble, created in the Age of Enlightenment, whose values have continued up to the first half of the 20th century. Bordeaux is exceptional in the unity of its urban and architectural classical and neo-classical expression, which has not undergone any stylistic rupture for more than two centuries. Its urban form represents the success of philosophers who wanted to make towns into melting pots of humanism, universality and culture.

Source : UNESCO / ICOMOS



Les Chemins de Saint Jacques de Compostella



    On December 2nd, 1998, the General Assembly of UNESCO adopted the proposal to include the Pilgrimage Route of Santiago de Compostela in France on the list of World Heritage Sites. Among 71 monuments associated with the pilgrimage and adopted by the committee, 19 are located in Aquitaine, including three in Bordeaux (the Saint André Cathedral, the Saint-Seurin Basilica and the Saint Michel Basilica). In Bordeaux, accommodation of pilgrims from Médoc, Tours or the British Isles, was provided at the Saint James Hospital. Today, Bordeaux still welcomes pilgrims in the three churches dedicated to them in the city.

  


    

  


    Association Bordeaux Compostella - Saint James Hospitality
  


    Maison des pèlerins (House of Pilgrims)
  


    28 rue des Argentiers, 33000 Bordeaux
  


    Tel : 05 56 48 11 63.
  


    

  


    Association of the Friends of Saint Jacques in Aquitaine
  


    Headquarters and shelter: 4 rue Blanqui, 33110 Le Bouscat
  


    Information, shelter: tel : 05 56 08 10 58.
  


    

  


    Association of the Friends of Saint Jacques Gradignan Gironde
  


    Headquarters and pilgrim lodging : 1 rue de Chartrèze, 33170 Gradignan
  


    Information: tel : 06 82 00 88 94.
  



History

Antiquity

The first traces of the city of Burdigala date back to the 5th century BC, but there are few archaeological remains of this period. The Romans developed the city and the port, which became a trading center (emporium) that controlled the exchange of tin and lead between the North and the South, between Gaul and the Roman Empire. Burdigala prospered and equipped itself with temples, a forum and an amphitheater: the Palais Gallien. It became one of the most important cities in Gaul.

The Middle Ages

From the 5th to the 11th century, successive invasions of the Vandals, Visigoths, Franks or the Normans led to political, economic and social instability. However, Charlemagne recognized its importance and the city became the capital of the Kingdom of Aquitaine.

From the 12th century onward the history of Bordeaux changed course. Through alliances, including the marriage of Eleanor of Aquitaine to Henry II (future King of England) in 1154, the region was then linked to England. For three centuries under the English crown, Bordeaux would experience a new golden age thanks to the wine trade with the British Isles. New monuments were built: Saint André Cathedral, the Grosse Cloche (the Great Bell) ... The city even grew outside the ramparts, and the town of Saint-Seurin and the Chartrons convent emerged at that time. In addition, the Archbishop Bertrand de Got became pope in 1305 under the name Clement V. In the 14th century, Bordeaux was an important political center and the capital of a vast territory with an important independence.

In 1453, at the end of the war against the English, Bordeaux came under French rule. But the prosperity that the city had known under the English was not duplicated by France, and King Charles VII and his administration were much too present for the population. Faced with this anglophile city, the king built several fortresses in order to assert the authority of the Kingdom of France. The fears of the inhabitants were well founded, and the wine trade with the English dried up, marking the end of prosperity for the city.

Modern Times

In 1585, Montaigne was elected mayor of Bordeaux by the aldermen and the emergence of a new trade business, that of pastel, economically revitalized the city. But it was from the late 17th century until the Revolution that Bordeaux would reach its peak. Through the port’s accessibility, the city developed trade in sugar, wine and slaves. In total, 500 vessels deported 150,000 Africans to the West Indies in the triangular trade (Bordeaux-Africa-Caribbean). Bordeaux was then the first port of France, and the second in Europe after London. The prosperous city was home to many institutions (parliament, military government, university administration). The Chamber of Commerce was established there in 1705 and the Academy of Sciences, Letters and Fine Arts in 1712, promoting economic recovery and intellectual renewal. Bordeaux, with Paris, was the symbol of the Enlightenment.
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