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Dedication

For the unheard.

For the ones who feel too loud in their silence,

and too quiet in their truth.

This book is for every soul who’s been excluded,

ostracized,

or labeled “wrong”

for being uniquely themselves.

For those trapped in cages they didn’t build,

for those who’ve lived what felt like hell in a cell

we see you.

We hear you.

This is a whisper turned into a voice.

A crack in the wall.

A key in the lock.

This is for you.

Jaydin & Matthew
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Foreword

By Jaydin & Matthew

We didn’t write these poems to impress anyone.

We wrote them because sometimes the page is the only place that listens back.

Can We Speak is more than a title, it's a question we’ve both asked.

In classrooms. In friendships. In the mirror. In silence.

It’s the ache to be understood, the courage to speak when your voice shakes,

the rebellion of telling your truth when the world would rather you stay quiet.

We come from different streets, different scars  but one shared urgency:

"Can someone hear me? Can I speak without being silenced?"

This book is for the ones who’ve loved and lost,

for the misunderstood and the misnamed,

for the boys who weren’t allowed to cry

and the men who never learned how to.

Some poems whisper. Some roar.

Some burn. Some heal.

But every one of them speaks.

So if you’re holding this...

Thank you for listening.

Now

Can we speak?

Jaydin Donough & Matthew Smith

If they never give us the mic,

we’ll write our verses into bricks

and build a stage of our own.

The Silent Writer & The Boy with Another Voice
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Writing Styles 

Silent Tithes

Def

Poems written as offerings of the self not loud, but deep. Each piece is a tithe: a portion of your pain, truth, or growth paid in silence, not for approval, but for release.

Style 

Reflective and soul-baring.

Often written in fragments or with pauses like thoughts unfolding

Feels confessional, almost prayer-like.

You could end poems with a single line tithe a truth offered up.
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Tithes & Tongues

Definition

Where vulnerability meets voice. These poems are offerings tithes but also resistance tongues. You give truth but also speak boldly.

Style Traits

Contrast soft and harsh emotional depth with sharpness.
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