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Prologue: The Weight of a Suspended Moment
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The autumn wind of Seoraksan whispers with a crystalline chill. It is the sound of leaves murmuring through the fissures of ancient stone, the distant, relentless pulse of a valley stream, and beneath it all—a silence so profound it feels like a presence. This mountain knows how to devour human secrets.

For millennia, it has erased the footprints of those who dared to ascend and buried the screams of those who fell, leaving no echo behind. Mankind believes they conquer the mountain, but the mountain only waits.  In that patient stillness, the true anatomy of a human soul is laid bare. Choices are stripped of their masks, revealing love, betrayal, or that microscopic hairline fracture that lies shivering between the two.

On that day, three climbers stepped into the mountain’s cold embrace. They were a destiny bound by a single rope. A rope is never merely a tool; it is an extension of trust, a fragile thread of life that renders one man’s gravity another man’s burden. One climber’s weight pulls the others toward the sky, while a single tremor of error can drag them all into the abyss.

Dong-hyun took the lead. His hands traced the contours of the rock as if sketching the blueprint of their future. Ok-ju followed in his wake; her movements were fluid and light, yet they carried the crushing weight of unvoiced emotions. And at the base was Yu-sik, gazing upward through eyes that measured the world in cold numbers and cruel probabilities.

But the mountain is not an impartial judge. It tests the resilience of the human heart, exposing the hidden fissures in a relationship like the invisible frays on a weathered rope. Love demands a sacrifice, desire incites calculation, and silence—the most dangerous of all—amplifies the dread.  Their ascent was no mere adventure; it was a trial by gravity. In the terminal second of a crisis, whom do you save? Yourself? The one you love? Or do you let go of everyone?

This story is not a record of a body falling through space, but a chronicle of a soul disintegrating.  And when the last echo fades, the mountain will remain. Indifferent. Eternal. Standing as a monument to what was lost.

The Severed Strand I

Act I: Seorak — Three Souls Suspended
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Autumn had claimed Seoraksan. The air was a crystalline blade, and the granite was unforgivingly cold. They were a trio forged in the climbing clubs of Seoul: Min Ok-ju, Kim Dong-hyun, and Park Yu-sik. Years of shared breath and sweat had bound them together.
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