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Jabu went to Mapenzi. “I'm

sorry for what | did.” he said.
“It was very wrong. Please

forgive me.”





OEBPS/d2d_images/image031.jpg
“Let’s join the ballet school.”
Hilda suggested. “We’ll learn
much more there.”
“Great idea!” Hettie said.
So off to the ballet school the
two friends went.





OEBPS/d2d_images/image034.jpg
The children went back to the fields to

play. The sea fairy stood quietly
listening to the soft murmur of the
distant sea calling to her. She began
walking towards the sea holding the

missing tail.
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What really thrilled Jane was

that the card had also been

signed by Mavis.
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The spectators cheered when the

adjudicator announced that Hilda and
Hettie were the competition winners.
Together the two friends began to plan
their dancing careers, confident that
they would eventually both be great
ballerinas.
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“So sorry” Hilda said. “I was
practicing my ballet

movements and didn’t see
you.”
“You’re into ballet!” Hettie
exclaimed. “I love the ballet!

Could we practice together?”
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Mavis won the standing long

jump event while Jane came

last.
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Jabu modeled an

elephant out of clay.





OEBPS/d2d_images/image037.jpg
One day the children came home from

playing hide-and-seek in the fields
shouting excitedly. They showed their

mother the strange object they had
found under a haystack. It was the sea

fairy’s missing mermaid tail.
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The children arrived and for a long time they and their

father watched the sea, but the sea fairy never returned.
Sadly they walked back to their home, treasuring the
love that the sea fairy had given them. The man knew
that he had been responsible for what had happened as
it was he who had hidden the sea fairy’s mermaid tail
and tricked her into staying on the land and marrying
him. He vowed then and there to do his utmost to love,
cherish and guide his children as he knew their mother

the sea fairy would have done.





OEBPS/d2d_images/image042.jpg
LA
W
Hilda loved the ballet and
practiced her ballet poses
whenever she could. One day,
while trying to perfect her
arabesque pose, she
accidentally stood on Hettie’s

foot.
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“| saw him hide it under a

bush.” the man said and

pointed at Jabu.
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The first movement that Hilda
and Hettie presented in the
competition was the pose well
known in the ballet Swan Lake

and here they strove for true
elegance.
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The man hid the mermaid tail behind a

rock and walked closer to the crying fairy.
“What have you lost, fairy of the sea?” the
man asked.
“Please give me back my tail.” the sea
fairy cried. “I will give you the treasure of

the sea in return.”
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Jane’s parents encouraged

her to practice for all the

events.
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...Mapenzi quickly forgot her

disappointment when all her
friends begged her to make
them “lucky bean”

necklaces.
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Hilda the hippopotamus and
Hettie the heron lived on the

banks of a mighty river in
Africa





OEBPS/d2d_images/image049.jpg
In the softball throw event

Mavis came first while Jane

came last.
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Towards the end of the year a poster
announcing the end-of-year competition
for ballet movements that required two
dancers, called pas de deux, was posted
on the notice board.

“We must enter!” Hilda exclaimed.
“Okay.” Hettie said. “We’ll be a great
team!”
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The sea fairies saw the man watching
them. They put on their mermaid tails
and plunged into the sea. One fairy
appeared to have lost something and
remained on the beach calling for her

companions to wait for her.
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Mavis was very good at
athletics and also entered all
the events for the school
sports day.
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Mrs Zuma judged the entries

again. “Jabu’s entry is still

the best.” she said.
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“For the term project each
student must make an item
using something from
nature.” Mrs. Zuma said.
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In the man’s cottage a fire blazed in the

hearth. The fairy had never seen fire
before. Its warmth was the first thing
that made her forget the sea that had

been her home.





OEBPS/d2d_images/image008.jpg
In the relay event Jane

dropped the baton and her

team was disqualified.
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Although Jane knew that she

wasn’t good at athletics she
entered all the events for the

annual school sports day.
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Both Hilda and Hettie were very
excited when they finally put on their
tutus and slippers. They felt like real

ballerinas. They began to work on their

poses and movements although Hettie
quickly learned to stay well clear of
Hilda.
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“Yes! That would be great!” Hilda said.
The two friends began working on their
poses and movements, concentrating at
first on the tendus lateral, one
horizontal, the other vertical position.
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The second movement that
Hilda and Hettie presented
attempted to show the bond
between the two dancers as
can be seen in the ballet Le

Diable a Quatre.
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As an encore movement the two friends
performed a pirouette with Hilda giving
Hettie a hefty spin to set her off. The
spectators were in raptures and
fortunately nobody noticed that Hettie
had forgotten to move her feet!
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The sea fairy still missed her

own people though, and the
man often saw her standing at
the sea’s edge calling to her

own people.
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Mavis finished first in the 50

meter dash event and Jane

finished last.
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After learning the pointe
(dancing on their toes) the two
friends worked to create

elegance and style.
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It was a clear summer’s evening and the young man

walked near the sea shore after working in the fields all
day. The moon was full and he noticed some sea fairies
dancing at the water’s edge, their mermaid tails thrown
carelessly on the sand. The sea fairies lived at the
bottom of the sea and came onto the land whenever the
moon was full and danced in the moonlight. When the
man stopped to watch them, one of the tails was hidden

in his shadow.
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MAPENZI'S PROJECT

Winning doesn't always bring what the winner
expects and simply taking part in something
can bring unexpected results. Jabu wins the
competition but Mapenzi is the real winner.
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The man hurried away, calling

for his wife to wait for him.
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All the children brought their
projects to school, but when
Mrs. Zuma began to judge
them, Mapenzi’'s necklace

was missing!
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At the end of the sports day,

Mavis was awarded the

“Best Athlete” trophy.
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The man was struck by the sea fairy’s

beauty.

“I would rather have you.” the man
said. “Come with me and be my wife.
My little house is warm and
welcoming, not like the cold sea where

you come from.”
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The man was good to his fairy wife, they

truly loved each other and they were very
happy. Soon they had four beautiful
children and he believed her to be content.

He never spoke of the mermaid tail he had

hidden nor did she ask.
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Jane went to Mavis and gave

her a hug.
“You are my heroine, Mavis.”

she said.
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Jabu beamed with pride

while Mapenzi tried to hide

her disappointment. But...
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A stranger entered the
classroom and in his hand

he held Mapenzi’s necklace.
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In their third movement the

dancer being held by the
partner is able to descend very
low to at least 45 degrees with
the ground
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The fourth movement that the

friends performed can be seen

in the ballet The Fisherman’s
Dance and demonstrates a

sense of friendliness and love.
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Everyone stared at Jabu who

stared down at the floor in

front of him.
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Mapenzi made a necklace
out of “lucky bean” seeds

from the Coral tree.
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Realizing that she had no

option but to do the man’s
bidding, the sea fairy went
with the man to the priest and

they were married.
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The sea fairy slipped on her mermaid
tail and plunged into the sea.

“Go well, good man! You were good to
me and I will always love you, but I
must go to my own people,” the fairy
called before disappearing beneath the

waves.
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On the day of the school
sports, Mavis won the potato
sack race while Jane came

last.
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Just then the children saw their father

returning from the fields. They told him
about the mermaid tail they had found
and pointed to their mother walking

towards the sea’s edge.
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Although Mavis was naturally

good at athletics, her parents
encouraged her to practice

for all the events.





OEBPS/d2d_images/image028.jpg
WINNING
Although Mavis is a star athlete, she is still
humble when winning and shows that she
recognizes the efforts of others less

talented than she is.
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“I hid Mapenzi’'s necklace so
that | would win.” Jabu said.
“That is not the way to win,
Jabu.” Mrs Zuma said. “To fix
the matter you must
apologize to Mapenzi.”
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“| forgive you, Jabu.” Mapenzi
said and gave her friend a

hug.
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After the prize-giving all Jane’s friends
gathered around her and presented her
with a card that read - “Jane, you are a
brave and wonderful person. We all love

you and are very proud of you.”
The card was signed by all Jane’s
friends.
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The teacher studied the

entries. “Jabu is the winner!”

Mrs. Zuma announced.





