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Chapter 1: Introduction to Western Sahara

I must admit that this work has been difficult in the sense that I cannot fully lean with any side of this story because I am writing from outside as a Canadian. It is therefore my wish that the reader understands my point of view as an observer rather than a participant. I have family members on both sides and hence, my personal views become inflexible to skew to any side.

Historical Context

The history of Europeans dividing people and lands has had many grievances over the years after they vacated out or released the lands that they had colonised. On the African continent alone, just like the Europeans landed on North America and divided lands and people without caring a flake in hell about the natives, so is the African's fate. 

There are those that had closely netted tribes that had common language, culture and family ties like Morocco and the region of Western Sahara which the colonial power had named “Spanish Sahara’. Then there are those like in East Africa where there are more than 100 different tribes and different religions who were herded like cattle into regions and became collectively as one country. others like South Sudan separated recently and look how many wars they have had in just within a few years. There are many reasons why trying to separate into small pieces of land is unproductive in many ways. In our current times, we actually live in a global village where everything is almost one. there is a lot that I could say, but it is only fair for me to let other writers who are better than me address the issue. My humble opinion is that people have to look carefully at leaders who advocate to separate and form governments that may not result in helping the people. Today, you only have to look at countries that have had a part of their country separating. In the case of the Sahrawian people, in my opinion, there is nothing to lose by staying the status quo because you are free and have freedom of choice, just do not chose the wrong individuals who have their interest elsewhere because they follow what the outside political players ask of them. again, my opinion is probably not everybody else opinion, but at least, in that way, I see piece in the far distance.

The historical context of Western Sahara's integration with Morocco is deeply rooted in the complex colonial legacy of the region. Following the end of Spanish colonial rule in the 1970s, Western Sahara became a contested territory, leading to a protracted conflict between Morocco and the Polisario Front, which advocates for independence. Morocco claims historical rights over the territory, citing its historical administration and the Treaty of Fez in 1912, which established Morocco as a protectorate under Spanish and French influence. This claim is bolstered by references to ancient maps and records that depict Western Sahara as part of a greater Moroccan kingdom, emphasizing the long-standing ties that have existed between the regions.

The question of territorial integrity is central to the debate surrounding Western Sahara's status. For Morocco, the integration of Western Sahara is seen as essential for maintaining national unity and sovereignty. The territorial claims are underscored by a sense of historical legitimacy, as Moroccan leaders argue that the division of the territory undermines the country's integrity. This perspective resonates with many Moroccans who view Western Sahara as an integral part of their national identity. The historical narrative of unity, which includes shared royal lineage and family ties, reinforces the argument for integration as a means of restoring historical boundaries and governance.

Economically, the integration of Western Sahara with Morocco holds significant promise for both regions. Morocco has invested in various development projects in the territory, aiming to boost its economy and improve infrastructure. The establishment of economic zones and investment in natural resource management could lead to increased employment opportunities and improved living standards for Sahrawis. The access to Moroccan markets and the potential for tourism development also present economic benefits that would enhance the overall prosperity of the region. This economic rationale is often presented as a compelling argument for why integration should be favored over independence.

Cultural and linguistic ties between Sahrawis and Moroccans further strengthen the case for integration. Both groups share a rich history of intermingling traditions, languages, and social practices. Arabic and Berber languages dominate the cultural landscape, and many Sahrawis identify closely with Moroccan culture. This shared heritage fosters a sense of belonging and unity that transcends political boundaries. The preservation and promotion of cultural identity under Moroccan governance could lead to a more inclusive society where both Sahrawis and Moroccans celebrate their commonalities, strengthening the social fabric of the region.

Finally, the security and stability of the region are significant concerns that underscore the importance of Moroccan governance in Western Sahara. The ongoing conflict has led to instability, which can be detrimental to local populations. Moroccan administration has been associated with efforts to enhance security and promote development, reducing the risk of violence and fostering a more peaceful coexistence among different ethnic groups. Additionally, international diplomatic support for Morocco's sovereignty is critical, as many countries recognize the importance of stability in the region. The alignment of shared religious and social values, coupled with Morocco's commitment to improving human rights and local governance, further illustrates how integration could lead to a more prosperous and harmonious future for Western Sahara.

Overview of Current Situation

The current situation in Western Sahara is characterised by a complex interplay of historical, socio-political, and economic factors that shape the discourse on its future. The region, long embroiled in territorial disputes, has seen competing claims from both the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) and Morocco. The status of Western Sahara remains unresolved since the end of Spanish colonial rule in 1975, leading to a protracted conflict that has not only impacted the lives of its inhabitants but also the broader dynamics of North African politics. Understanding the current landscape requires an examination of Morocco's historical claims and the significance of territorial integrity in this ongoing dispute.

Historically, Morocco has maintained that Western Sahara is an integral part of its territory, citing various historical documents and cultural connections that predate colonial rule. The Royal Moroccan narrative emphasizes the historical ties of the Sahrawi people to the Moroccan kingdom, underscoring a shared heritage that predates Spanish colonization. This perspective is critical in the debate over sovereignty, as it frames Morocco's claims in the context of national identity and territorial coherence, which many argue are essential for the stability and unity of the Moroccan state.

The economic benefits of integrating Western Sahara with Morocco are increasingly evident. The Moroccan government has invested significantly in infrastructure projects in the region, aiming to enhance connectivity and provide essential services to the local population. These investments have the potential to stimulate economic growth, create jobs, and improve the overall quality of life for Sahrawis. Additionally, the integration could facilitate better resource management, allowing for equitable distribution of natural resources that are abundant in the region, including fisheries and phosphates, which are vital for both local and national economies.

Cultural and linguistic ties further reinforce the argument for integration. The majority of Sahrawis share cultural practices, language, and social values with Moroccans, fostering a sense of unity that transcends political boundaries. This commonality not only enhances social cohesion but also strengthens the argument for a shared national identity. Moreover, the role of religious values in promoting solidarity among the populations cannot be overlooked, as Islam is a central element of life and governance in both Morocco and Western Sahara.

Finally, the implications of Moroccan governance for security and stability in the region are paramount. The presence of Moroccan authorities has been associated with efforts to maintain peace and security, which are crucial for both local residents and the broader North African region. Furthermore, international diplomatic support for Morocco's sovereignty over Western Sahara underscores a growing recognition of its governance as a stabilizing factor. This diplomatic backing, combined with the potential for enhanced human rights protections and local governance under Moroccan administration, paints a picture of a future where Western Sahara can thrive economically, culturally, and socially as a part of Morocco.
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Chapter 2: Reasons for Western Sahara to Remain as Part of Morocco
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Legal Foundations of Moroccan Sovereignty

The legal foundations of Moroccan sovereignty are deeply rooted in historical treaties, international law, and the principles of self-determination. Morocco's claim to Western Sahara is supported by a series of legal documents and declarations that affirm its territorial integrity. The historical ties between the Moroccan state and the Western Sahara region can be traced back to pre-colonial times when the area was part of the Moroccan kingdom. The 1975 Madrid Accords, which involved Spain's withdrawal from the territory, further legitimized Morocco's claims by establishing a framework for its administration and governance, while recognizing the interests of Morocco, Mauritania, and the Sahrawi people.
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