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      “BUT THE ONE WHO STANDS FIRM TO THE   END WILL BE SAVED”





    

    
      Matthew 24:13
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  Preface



Some people come to Christ at some point then, easily go back to the world because of their inability to stand firm to their belief in the Lord. Hence, this is my first book publication which is all about encouraging people to stand firm to the end, and to hold on to the confession of their hope in Jesus Christ without wavering.
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  PROPHETIC DECLARATION:



“LORD, I decree and I declare that I am the son of the most high King. I am the head and not the tail. I am above my circumstances, not beneath them. I refuse to let others pull me down into their chaos, Instead I will introduce them to my peace.

I promise that I will use my words to bless and not curse, to give thanks and not to complain. I will use my words to build up and not tear down, to encourage and not discourage.

I choose to see things from Your perspective by faith, and will not allow fear to rule my life.

I choose to walk in love and allow You to use me as His vessel to extend grace and mercy toward others.

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” Amen!







  IN LOVING MEMORY
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  1

  
  
  INTRODUCTION

  
  




My name is Job Mothiba, I am a Christian and believe in God not because my parents told me to, not because the church told me to, but because I have experienced how awesome He truly is in my life. Sometimes people throw you out of their lives just as they did with *Jonah out of the boat when you confess to having failed them. You may feel swallowed up by your own mistakes, in sin and expelled from God’s purpose as it would seem when Jonah was in the belly of the whale. However, when you confess to God that you have failed and repent, even the very belly of death as with the belly of the whale becomes a bus to your destination.




This is so as seen in the *book of Jonah when the whale spat him out at the very place God had originally commanded him to go and share His will, even though he rebelliously sailed in the opposite direction. Just like that, right out of the mess, death, disappointment, failure and sin, God will use even apparent death to spit you into your purpose. However, do not forget then and there that your purpose like that of Jonah to Nineveh is to share God’s will and testify of His Mercy, Love and Grace.




But, it is not always in the fish’s belly where God has to wrestle with you to have His way. Sometimes the best way to convince someone he is wrong is to let him have his way. No wonder now I am willing and prepared to walk with Him until the end, as the Bible says:




—————————————-

“…but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved”

 (Matthew 24:13)
———————




I have done many mistakes and failed many times in life but I am still moving forward trying to make myself better. Hence, most people who are successful, have done more than study the successes of others, at some point you have to get up and do the work yourself. I have learned that things that seem bigger than life at the beginning, settles down after a while and become part of the norm.




It seems bigger because it is new and, is something different but, it does lose its gloss and appeal over time. Moreover, sometimes God does not give you something you want, not because you do not deserve it but, you need to walk more closely with Him, because He has more in store for you. So, if you are ever given an opportunity to do something different, do not be afraid. Just be yourself and give what comes natural not forgetting that the life journey and lessons are never over until we take out last breath.




Hence, in this walk of life we ought to be an example for the lost, provide nourishment to the hungry, hope to the hopeless while preparing ourselves to learn from our mistakes, and always try to be better than the person we were the day before. 




The one thing you must know as a Christian is that the life of the unbeliever next door, the homeless and orphans are in our hands in the sense that God caused you to succeed for someone else to have a better life through you. The unbelievers need your words and testimony about Jesus Christ to change their ways. The homeless need your help to trust God again and the orphans need the mother and father’s love from you. Just know that, it is by the grace of God, which made you who you are today. It was very easier to be one of them but, God chose you as a vessel to reach out to them. Let the mind that is in Christ be in you. Just as He said: “…whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40)




———————————————-

“Smart men walked on the moon, daring men walked on the ocean floor,

 but wise men walk with God.”

- Leonard Ravenhill

———————




In your walk with Christ you might get green or red lights. Sometimes even a detour. But, until the road ends, stay on the course with God. Your job is not to be *Jesus. Your job is to believe, depend on, and submit to Jesus working in and through you. So, all the adversity, challenges, and bumps in the road, are often the first signs that great things are about to happen. And when things do not work out the way you hoped, trust that God has something greater in store. For it is all part of His plan for you to make you prosper not to harm you, to give you hope and future. (Jeremiah 29:11)




If you want to be all God wants you to be expect the opposition. Some people would not understand your journey. Some might even judge and be unkind. But, they are not walking in your shoes on a daily basis. Iris not an easy road to walk; it is not an easy field to glean. But, God sees you and He knows how hard you are trying. You are doing the best you can with what you have to deal with. He is proud of you. He is doing something amazing and beautiful with your life. Hold your head up. For, those who look up to the Lord are radiant and they never covered in shame. Do not take on false guilt, negative labels, or condemnation by spectators. You are God’s blood bought. So, be strong in the Lord. 




Being strong does not mean you have to stay and fight all the battles and petty arguments that come your way. It means you do not have to stay and respond to rude remarks. Do not retort by throwing insults back at them. It is what they want. True strength is being adult enough to walk away from the nonsense with your head held high. For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength” (Isaiah 30:15)




In fact as long as you live, you will be thrown off course, you will fall, and you will fail. It happens to the best, often. It will be tough at times. It will take time. It will require dedication and sacrifice. But at the end it will be worth it. Thus, almost everybody in the Bible whoever did something great had someone that was plotting against them. Even the best of the best struggled with plateaus, get frustrated, felt insecure, and wondered why they have to do it but they did it anyway. You also can make it. For God has promised that, “Even when you are old, I will take care of you, even when you have grey hair, I will carry you. I made you and I will support you; I will carry you and rescue you.” (Isaiah 46:4)




If you really have your eyes open, you would see that all moments are key moments with God. Even in the moments of highest happiness and deepest misery you still need God. You may not know how much you need Him. For anyone who has ever known God has known Him perhaps better in the dark than anywhere else, because it is in the dark where He seems to visit most often. 




So, if you never encountered the circumstances of life you would never know what it feels like to have victory at the end and when it matters. You also, can still find meaning even in the depths of despair, for she or he who survives the dark night with God’s glory becomes a better man because we are designed to live in God’s presence. The moment men try living out of that Holy atmosphere death takes hold and the curse reigns. Whatever you are going through now, is nothing compared to God’s Glory that will be revealed in you. (Romans 8:18)




So, no matter how much you try to push God off for the world, you know deep in your heart that it is wrong. It is time to make up your mind.The essence of sin is not that we want bad things but it is that we want things too badly no matter what it takes. Often what seem to be our deepest desires are really just our loudest desires. To discover your real desire, look at what you spend time thinking about when no one is looking. Learn to listen to God’s heart which is in His Word and do His will. For, “…this world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” (1 John 2:17)




Sometimes, there are really some complicated things in life that nobody can help you decide, but God. So get rid of the idea that you do not need Him. God does not want to only be your Father. He also wants to be your best friend. Tell Him your thoughts, secrets, cares, fears etc. Not only is He a great listener, but also the greatest adviser, comforter, and a healer. Hence, we all need someone we can confide in, get prayer and advice from, to be comforted. However, the real comfort comes through knowing Jesus.




When you are willing to surrender all every facet of your life to Him greater possibilities begin to manifest in your daily experience. Be all in or get all out. There is no halfway. Things will not get any better until you stop denying the truth “Jesus is the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through Him.“(John 14:6)




You just have to believe with all your heart that God is able and live in this confidence no matter how dark and heavy it looks, rest in the full assurance that He will deliver you. There is a tremendous release from cares and burdens when you take all to God in prayer. “Cast thy burdens upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee..! (Psalm 55:4)




Do not let your worries about tomorrow affect your relationship with Him. The same God who created life in you can be trusted with it. Even the Bible never once says, “figure it out”. But, over and over it says, “Trust God”. He is definitely the One who will reset and restore you, picking you up and placing you upon the rock and establish your going.




The best thing is that no matter how long you have travelled in the wrong direction, you can always turn back. Your life will never be measured by one or two events, but it will be measured by grace. So, stop beating yourself up for a mistake that anyone can make. For you are never always right, nor are you always wrong. Just do not look back when you know you should not, do not stress over things that do not matter and do not worry about things you cannot control. God has something better that you cannot fully see right now.




Make a decision to repent. Since repenting is the last thing most us want to do and that is why many never get round to it, until we are surrounded by troubles. We all have skeletons in our closet, so enter your prayer closet *lekunutung le Morena and confess each one to God. For, He is faithful and just. He gives life in place of death. He makes those just who are unjust, forgives those who deserve to be punished, and favours those who deserve no favour.




Thus, if you have a desire for Him in your heart right now, that alone is evidence that He is communicating with you. Do not harden your heart. Make things right with God before it is too late. “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near…turn to the LORD that he may have mercy on you. Yes, turn to our God, for he will forgive generously.“(Isaiah 57:6-7)




He *The King of Kings… has already extended an invitation to you, to come boldly at the throne of grace. Take advantage of this awesome privilege. “Come now, let us settle the matter,“says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. (Isaiah 1:18)




So, regardless to where you worship, it is my prayer that you arrive with great expectation in your heart. Expect the presence of God to show up and show out. Determine in your heart that you will not leave a place the same way you have entered in. For God is waiting patiently for you with unconditional love to come to Him. Yes, you. He is waiting for you as He waited patiently while Noah was building his boat.(1 Pet 3:20)




But, that does not mean you have all the time in the world. For tomorrow is not promised. One thing is for certain, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. It is not a matter of “if” but, “when”. At the end of the day we all got to go, death is not the end it is the beginning of forever Heaven or hell.




Life truly is short; you have no clue when this ride will end. Never say “that would not happen to me.” life has a funny way of proving us wrong. We often do not like to think about it, nobody likes to talk about what is real but, this really could be our last day to live. Do not wait until you are at a funeral to figure out you need to get it together, today is the day because tomorrow is not promised. As the Scripture says, “Our days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die.” (Psalm 103:13)




But, that should not frighten us because Jesus has promised that He will give eternal life to all those who put their faith in Him. (John 10:28)




You only live once is literally a false statement. You live every day, you only die once. So, you are bound to make some mistakes as you live. Just because you have made mistakes it does not mean you are one. Hence, they say life is about choices and decisions, do your best to make the right ones. We all miss it time and time again, and that is okay if you learn from the wrong ones. However, you cannot litter negativity everywhere and then wonder why you have got a trashy life. Face the truth in prayer. Do not keep living in denial and, do not ever let your environment affect or keep you from choosing what you know in your spirit and heart is right or in line with His word.




When the word points out your mistakes do not harden your heart and stiffen your neck, know God’s voice for yourself and when you hear it; “Harden not your heart…“(Psalm 95: 8).Confess your faults to God and your change will come. When God steps in, the devil steps out. Because He lives you can face tomorrow. Choose to live a redeemed life. The Potter never throws the clay away, no matter how messed up it is. He just patiently shapes the clay into something better.




You will receive the power in you to overcome anything that life throws at you. If life knocks you down you can use the same power to pull yourself up again and continue on, for there is nothing as powerful as a made up mind. There is no person, situation, or circumstance can stand on your way or define who you are, if you made up your mind to follow the Lord. 




The instant you say,” Jesus I want to turn from my old ways and follow You all the days of my life”. The Holy Spirit will take over. The same power that resurrected Jesus from death will be in you. He would do the *Mighty Works through you. Just as Jesus said in His word “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. (John 14:12)




Perhaps, many of your friends and associates are not prepared or willing to go with God as far as you will. So, in order for you to be able to move up you will need to move on. Do not allow your mood to determine your movement. Your purpose is pushing you forward, and therefore you cannot afford to be held back. You have to make up your mind whether you want God’s will or their will.




For life is like an elevator, sometimes on the way up you have to stop to let some people off. Because if you live your life the way it is designed to be lived, everything and everybody cannot go with you. Otherwise you are not going to make it. Even when you do not know what to do, you can stand out from the crowd and be successful simply by not following the masses. These are the same things that would hold you back,especially if you think and act like everybody.




When things are not adding up in your life, begin subtracting. Life gets a lot simpler when you clear the clutter that makes it complicated. Too many things are unnecessary, why are you carrying them around. The more we walk in wisdom the less we have to go around pretending to be happy. It is easy to blame others for drama and trauma. However, if you realise you invited everything and everyone in your life you will start living your life without a lot of stuff.




Sometimes you need to be by yourself, silent, alone, listening to the wind, feel the sun and appreciate that you are alive. Moreover, you need to be alone, in order to find out who you really are and what you really want. Because you can do anything in life you want to do, but you cannot do everything. The juggling of too many things brings a greater likelihood of dropping them all. It is not that you cannot have it all; you just cannot have it all at exactly the same time, prioritise, and get focused. Do not let your focus be derailed from what it important to what is urgent. Avoid confusion. For, “God is not the author of confusion but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33)
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Who s Job Mothiba?

Job Mothiba &5 an emenging writer of Christian books and by
tho graon of God, | have already putiished a book under my
r-m 1am a Christian and a church departmental leader
(Church ibrary and bookshop) at Comenstone Christian
Feliowship Church, Heldelberg.

When and where were you bom?
I wass boen on 26 November 1677 at Ga-Motiba Village in
Lmpopo

What Is your tighest level of edudation obtained and which
institution did you atiend?

1 cbisined a Bachelor of Information Studies degee at the
Univorsity of the North (Turfioop Campus) in 2001

Toll 1 more about your recently publishod book?
The name of the book Is “But the one who stands e o
the end wit be saved.” This Is an edct from the Bble
(Mathew 2413). & was self-published on 22 December
2017 and made avalabio on various olne booksiores such
a5 Amazon, Kobo, Luki, Tunes, Noble and Barnes.

WWhere did the love of writing books dorive from?
Being a ibrrian by profession, | hawe beon exposed 1o
many tradtionaly and electronialy published matorials
trroughout my carer. | had a chance 10 study dfferort
publicatons and aoquired knowledge and slls in wrting.
1 am a reserved person, quiet in nature, = | prefer writng
more than speaking as | am more adiculate when wriing
than speaking. When | read books | am always fascinated
by diferent genres and writers from al walks of ie. | Ihe %o
read books on the African dizspora. One day | wondered ¥
1 oukd write & book mysell, hence | have chosen this path.
Since | became a barm-again Chiistian e love of books
davelops more and more into Christan books hance my
facus now s on writing Christian books and spreading the
word of God.

Whatwho inspired you 1o welle 2o book/s?

Around 2000 | got exposure to the internet and social media,
and | was able % connect bettor wih people. Initialy, |
had to send some messages via SMS 10 encoumge and
it podple thet are ciose 1o me. Thore was a friend and
colleague who was struggling I Ife at that period. | had to

see whatever | am going through, My you please send
mo more of theas words of knowledge 10 me.* From that
time until now | hawe never koked back. | send the same
mosmges 10 others via Twiter, Facebook and WhatsApp,
the resporses were overaheining and some asked me £
1 am & prophet because ey say | am always on port. |
was Irspired 1o develop blogs and groups on social media o

Job Mothiba

Senior Information Administrator
Demography

Research and Methodology division

reach out to manty people, and this became & regular thing.
1 am doing morming devotions on thes sockal media. The
idoa of writing a book emerged aut of thoss short messages.
I send. Trat's why | did not struggle to wre 3 book becauss
| akuady had contert. | starled wrisng this book in Aprl and
firkshed in Novembor 2017, and | promise that more books
are coming.

Who wil enfoy reading this book and why?

s0m0 peophs get 1o Chrst & some port, then go back 1
the workd beciuse of the inabilty 1o and frm 10 thelr faith
in the Lord. One must realise tat wo an Iving in the fst
days and more dificut tines are st 1o come. Marry people
wil be lovers of themseives mther than lovers of God. Thoy
wil hokd 10 an cutward form of godiness bt deny s power.
S0, becauze of the increase in wickodness, the kove of most
‘wil grow coid but the one who stands frm to the end wil be
saved.

What advion do you have for sta who would like 1o write &
book?

1 would adviss them that If weiting & book Tights up” your
50U, pursue 1, but you must fiest Snd your purpose In the
Lord: “For everything. abscitely everything, above and
balow, visble and invisble, rank afler mnk after rank of
angels - everything got started in Him and finds s puposs
In Him" (Colomsiares 1:16 MSG).

What s your favouriie quote from the book?

“But the oo who stands firn 10 the end wil be saved.”
(Mathew 24.13)
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