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Chapter 1: Morning Poolside
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The sun was a precise, burning weight on my skin. Michael was cleaning the far side of the infinity edge, his back to me. I watched him for a moment, the quiet efficiency of his work. I crooked a finger.

He saw the movement from the corner of his eye. He didn’t pause. He finished his long, smooth stroke, laid the pole silently on the deck, and walked over. Water dripped from his swim shorts onto the hot stone. He stood beside my lounge chair, waiting. I just looked at him, then let my gaze drift down my own body, to the white triangle of fabric between my legs.

He knelt. The teak was hard under his knees. His hands, cool from the water, went to my hips. His fingers hooked under the thin string at my hips. He didn’t fumble. He simply slid the material aside, exposing me to the dry, heated air. I spread my legs.

He bent his head. His mouth was soft, then insistent. His tongue found me without hesitation, a flat, knowing pressure that immediately made my breath catch. I let my head fall back against the padded rest, my eyes closed against the blinding blue sky. One hand came up, my fingers weaving into the damp, black curls of his hair. I didn’t guide him, I just held on, feeling the movement of his jaw.

A long, low sigh escaped me. The pleasure was a clean, sharp line, drawn directly from his mouth to the base of my spine. It built quickly, predictably. I tightened my grip in his hair.

“The filter,” I said, my voice remarkably even. “It was making a grinding noise yesterday. Before the party. Did you look at it?”

His tongue didn’t stop its slow, circling rhythm. He made a small, affirmative sound against me, a vibration that arched my back slightly. I could feel his shoulders shrug.

“It’s the bearing in the secondary pump,” he said, his words slightly muffled. He paused just long enough to speak clearly before resuming. “I ordered the part. It’ll be here Tuesday.”

“Good.” The reply was a breath. My hips lifted, seeking more of him. The sun baked my belly, my thighs. The contrast was exquisite—the scorching light on my skin, the wet, cool skill of his mouth between my legs. “Don’t let Martin know. You know how he gets about the aesthetics. A noisy pool ruins his concentration.”

“Mm-hmm.”

The build was cresting. My thighs trembled on either side of his head. My questions, the banal talk of machinery, were just a frame for this, a way to heighten the sensation by pretending it wasn’t everything. “And the pH was off. I could smell the chlorine from the cabana.”

“Balanced it this morning.” His hands came up to hold my hips steady, his thumbs pressing into the divots of my pelvis. “It was fine. You were probably smelling the sunscreen.”

“Probably.”

That was all the conversation I could manage. The words dissolved into a sharp, gasping cry that was ripped from my throat. I held his head firmly in place, riding out the pulsating waves until they subsided into gentle, fading shudders. Only then did I release my grip, my hand falling back to my side, boneless.

I opened my eyes to the sky. Michael remained between my thighs, his face glistening. I took him in, the way I always did. I’m Erica. At thirty-seven, I keep my figure. I’m five-seven, blonde hair to my shoulders. Thirty-four double D, a twenty-eight-inch waist, and thirty-six inches around the back. I work for it. Michael is twenty, six-one, with a lean, capable build from his work. Black hair, always a bit damp. He’s well-equipped, seven inches, which I’ve found to be perfectly reliable.

He knew what came next. It was how things worked here. He stood up, his shadow falling over me, blocking the sun. His hands went to the tie of his swim trunks. He undid the knot without looking down.

The trunks dropped. He was already hard. He knelt again, one knee on the lounger between my legs, the other foot planted firmly on the deck. He positioned himself, the head of his cock pressing against me. I was still wet from his mouth, open and ready.

He pushed inside.

I let out a sharp breath, my back arching off the cushion. He filled me, a familiar, stretching pressure. He began to move, a steady, deep rhythm. His hands braced on the lounger’s frame on either side of my hips, his arms taut. The lounger creaked faintly with his thrusts.

I reached up, wrapping my arms around his neck, pulling him down closer. Our bodies moved together. The sun beat down on my closed eyelids. John, the gardener, was working. He was six-four, bald, and built like a truck. I made a mental note to find him later.

“The new maid,” I said into Michael’s ear, my voice only slightly strained. “Paola. Her uniform. The gray one is too small across the chest. Order the next size up.”

“Yes, Mrs. Jones,” he said, his voice tight. His thrusts didn’t falter.

“Don’t let Diana place the order. She’ll get the fabric wrong again. The polyester one itches.”

“I’ll do it.”

I bit my lip as he hit a particular spot, my nails digging into the damp skin of his shoulders. “And tell Roberto the Mercedes needs to be washed after his trip to the city. It’s covered in pollen.”

Michael’s rhythm increased, growing faster, more urgent. His breath came in hot gusts against my neck. “I’ll tell him.”

That was all the talking I had in me. I gave myself over to it, the building tension in my core, the slick sound of our bodies, the sheer, simple physicality of it. My climax came on hard, a clenching wave that made me cry out, my legs locking around his hips. He followed a moment after, with a low, grunting sigh, his body shuddering against mine.
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