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​1. Overview
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Cannon Beach, located on the scenic Oregon coast, captivates visitors with its breathtaking landscapes and small-town charm. Home to approximately 1,700 residents, this coastal gem has earned renown for its natural beauty and iconic landmarks. Dominating the shoreline is the famous Haystack Rock, a colossal sea stack that stands as a testament to the rugged allure of the Pacific Ocean.

The centerpiece of Cannon Beach, Haystack Rock, serves as more than just a visual spectacle. It is a haven for birdwatchers, hosting colonies of seabirds such as puffins and cormorants. During low tide, the base of the rock reveals tide pools teeming with marine life, creating an enchanting opportunity for exploration. The town's expansive sandy beaches invite visitors to enjoy leisurely strolls, fly kites, or simply relax while listening to the rhythmic crashing of ocean waves.

Cannon Beach is not only a nature lover's paradise but also a hub for arts and culture. Its downtown area features a vibrant arts scene, with numerous galleries showcasing the works of local and regional artists. Quaint shops, boutiques, and cozy cafes line the streets, creating a welcoming atmosphere for both residents and tourists. The town hosts the annual Sandcastle Contest, a highly anticipated event drawing artists and spectators to witness impressive sand sculptures against the stunning Pacific backdrop.

In essence, Cannon Beach is a harmonious blend of natural wonders and cultural richness. From the majestic Haystack Rock to the artistic vibrancy of its downtown, this coastal town offers a multifaceted experience that continues to attract visitors seeking the perfect blend of tranquility and coastal allure along the Oregon coast.
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​2. History
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Found along the picturesque Oregon coast, Cannon Beach boasts a history as captivating as its stunning landscapes. Long before European exploration, indigenous tribes such as the Clatsop and Tillamook inhabited the region, drawing sustenance from the bountiful ocean and engaging in trade with neighboring tribes. The arrival of Lewis and Clark in 1806 marked early interactions between these tribes and Euro-American settlers, setting the stage for the cultural and historical tapestry of Cannon Beach.
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