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THE ANCIENT ONES

 


Eric Stone glared out of the ship’s portal,
mumbling under his breath. Below him, he could see the fast
approaching surface of Epsilon Eridani 2, the first colony planet
outside the Earth’s solar system. But instead of the lush green
forests of the northern latitudes, he was watching the approaching
desert wasteland of an area closer to the equator.

“I don’t understand why we’re landing here,”
he said to the captain without hiding his bitter glare.

“You’ll see when we get there,” the captain
replied without turning around. Eric could think of several names
to call the woman, but none of them really seemed appropriate at
the moment. Instead, he just stared at her bent over form. She was
quite an attractive woman when Eric stopped to think about it, but
that was something he tried not to do…think about her. She’d made
his life a living hell for the last five years and he couldn’t wait
to start the colonization. He’d be able to be away from her.
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