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Every vampire must sing its song...

I'm just walking through an abandoned house, minding my own business, when - wham! - I'm no longer alone. Instead, I'm thrust into a world I know nothing about, a world I'm not ready for, and a world filled with real, live vampires. Well, I'm not sure that they're alive, but you know what I mean.

The people who live here in this house - the vamps - are older than me. They're more experienced than me. They're...broodier than me.

They also know that when this adventure is over, I'm going to have to make a very hard choice, and I'm just not sure that I'm ready.

Sweet Nightmares: The Vampire's Melody is a polyamorous, bisexual, open-door steamy book featuring vampires, biting, and lots and lots of fangs. This story includes puns, humor, joking around, pop culture references, and of course, lots of drinking blood.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Acknowledgements


[image: ]




It’s no secret that a lot of care and love goes into creating every book a writer crafts. This one is no exception; however, this book is the first that I ran a Kickstarter for, which means I have some unique acknowledgements to make. 

The Kickstarter for this book enabled me to offer hardcover editions, as well as special swag, including bookmarks and stickers I would not have otherwise been able to provide. 

My backers have all been absolutely fantastic with both their emotional and financial support.

As a writer, creating worlds can be a lonely endeavor, but knowing that I have incredible readers who are rooting for me really makes all of the difference in the world. 

With that, I’d like to acknowledge my Kickstarter backers and offer a very special “thank you” for helping to bring this project to life.

Angie Johnson

Karri Allen

Allyson Lindt

Lynn Hoyt

Noah Jones

Sherry Mock

Ellen Million

Stacy Quackenbush

Little Fish Publishing

Shanna Pikora

Farah Khan

Jamie Weber

Samantha Bosque

Bri Weiss

This story is one I’ve wanted to tell for a long time, and I am both thrilled and honored to be able to offer this adventure to you.

I’d also like to take the time to thank all of my readers for taking the time to read my story. You’re the reason that writers keep creating. You’re the reason all of this is even possible. When I decided to write a polyamorous queer vampire story, I was blown away by the excitement and support for the project even before I actually started writing. Thank you!

With that, I present to you, SWEET NIGHTMARES: THE VAMPIRE’S MELODY.

I hope that Melody’s story is one you’ll never forget.

Love,

Sophie Stern

Every vampire must sing their song.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


1

[image: ]




Melody

Traipsing through the woods at five o’clock on a Thursday night isn’t exactly my idea of fun, but this is the price I pay for friendship.

I crouch down to take a couple of pictures of a fallen log. Violet will love that shot. She’s all about the scenic pictures that lead up to the buildings we explore together. 

Her website, Everything You Need to Know About Urban Exploring, is wildly popular. In fact, it’s grown so much over the last year that she’s talking about bringing on an assistant or two. She doesn’t have the funds for that right now, which is how I got roped into being her photographer tonight.

It’s fine, though. 

I can get the photo shoot done quickly and make it back to town for my seven o’clock shift at the bar I’m working at – Red’s. It’s a stupid name for a bar, to be sure, but Marcus Red has been running the bar since he was old enough to drink, so it’s something of a town legend. He’s a strict boss, despite practically being a skeleton at this point, so I can’t be late.

I won’t be late.

I take a few more pictures of the long-abandoned path I’m walking on, a couple shots of various trees and plants, and then I stop and look up at the mammoth building that rests before me.

“Found you,” I whisper.

I kind of hoped I wouldn’t.

The dilapidated building that stands before me is crumbling and falling apart, but I don’t really care about the risks involved at this point. I’m still going in. 

I have to. 

I promised Violet I was going to take some incredible pictures, and it’s no one’s fault but mine that I’m so late the sun will be setting soon. Doing a little urban exploring in an abandoned orphanage isn’t exactly something I really want to do in the dark, but I’m working all week, so it’s literally now or never.

I glance at my watch. 

It’s only ten after five, which means I can do this fast and still get back in time for my shift at seven.

Right?

Right.

The front door to the building is hanging open. It’s dusty, too. I think it’s safe to say that nobody ever comes here. Despite the fact that this place was literally listed on an urban explorer’s website as a place that people should check out, I don’t think it actually sees a lot of foot traffic. 

“Probably because everyone else comes during the day, dumbass,” I mutter to myself. With a sigh, I snap a picture of the front door before I carefully step inside. I move swiftly so that I’m not in the doorframe any longer than I have to be. This isn’t exactly the type of place that screams “you should visit.” It’s actually a little scary and kind of foreboding.

That’s the whole point, though. Right?

“Let’s see what we’ve got here.”

I take a picture of the front entrance area of the orphanage. The main hallway stretches toward the back of the building. There’s a staircase here that leads up, but there are so many holes and missing steps that I don’t think I’ll be going up there. 

Rule one of urban exploring: don’t die while you’re alone.

It’s something I’m actually pretty nervous about, so I’m all about having carefully calculated risks throughout my experience here. According to the Internet, this place – Sweet’s Home for Children – was an orphanage that operated for more than a century before being shut down nearly 75 years ago because they were actually abusing children. The thought of it makes me sick.

I hate the idea that kids were being hurt. There’s a part of me that hates the idea that I’m here now, too. Isn’t it a little exploitive to be visiting a place that might literally be haunted by angry souls?

I’m not sure.

I’m just here to take pictures.

Click.

Click.

Click.

I snap a few shots of the hallway and the staircase. It’s still light enough for me to get some clear photos, which is fantastic. Although I’m doing this as a favor to Violet, she’s offered to buy any usable shots I bring her of this particular haunt because she wants to sell them to an urban explorer’s magazine. This is awesome because I could definitely use the money. 

Losing my last job – the one that actually paid decently - wasn’t exactly on my to-do list, but what am I going to do?

Walk around an old orphanage, apparently.

Working at Red’s is just a temporary thing until I find real, proper office work. In the meantime, I’m snapping pictures for Violet and...I don’t know. Reevaluating my life choices, I guess.

The first floor is really creepy. There are dusty papers and notebooks littered on the floor. It’s kind of strange because usually, places that make it onto urban explorer websites tend to be kind of picked over. Even though there’s a policy of “take only pictures and leave only footprints,” not everyone follows those rules. It’s kind of disappointing since that means they’re going to be ruining things for everyone.

After a few minutes of walking around, I can’t really take the silence of this place. It’s making me nervous. I know that I’m alone, though, so I decide to pop in my earbuds and play some music. I realize that this isn’t very safe but listening to music while I snap photos for Violet is going to make me feel a lot better.

I find myself swaying to the music as I leave the front hallway and head into what appears to be a living room of sorts. There’s some old furniture that’s really dusty. A couch is knocked over. I feel a little bad about this. Once upon a time, this place was probably pretty nice and really beautiful. On a whim, I push the sofa back up in place.

“There,” I say.

I snap a picture.

It definitely looks like I posed the furniture because the dust is still sort of billowing everywhere, but it does look a little bit better. I feel a deep sense of satisfaction as I continue walking throughout the first floor. 

I snap a picture of a cool painting that’s still hanging on the wall somehow. That’s one I’m surprised no one has stolen. It looks really beautiful. It’s a painting of the orphanage itself, and although there are a couple of drops of blood on it – which is kind of weird – it seems to be in pretty good shape altogether.

I explore the kitchen, the dining room, and what appears to be some sort of classroom or meeting room. I’m definitely not going upstairs on those rickety-ass steps, although I’m sure that’s where the bedrooms are. I think I’ve mostly seen everything there is to see until I notice a narrow door by the kitchen that’s closed over, but not shut completely.

At first glance, I assumed it was a closet of sorts, but now that I’m looking at it, I wonder if it’s a basement. Violet said this place didn’t have a basement. That’s what the website I found said, too. Apparently, everyone who has ever explored this place advises everyone to only go during the day and only to stay for a few minutes. Everyone seems to find this place creepy, but now that I’ve kind of gotten my bearings, it really doesn’t seem so bad.

The orphanage itself is in the middle of some trees. I’m hesitant to call it a “forest” even though it actually is. Westbridge Forest is actually a pretty famous place, but it’s also filled with lots of mysterious events and weird happenings.

But honestly, the trees are kind of straggly and sad, and the nearest town isn’t terribly far – it’s just several miles down the road. I parked in an abandoned parking lot and then walked over today. My car is only about twenty-five or thirty minutes from here on foot if I need to make a hasty escape.

Not that I’m planning on encountering any goblins or ghouls in the basement.

Reaching for the door, I see that it actually is concealing some stairs.

It’s darker now. The sun is setting fast, and the interior of the house is no longer as bright as it was earlier. My music is still loud enough to cover the sound of my beating heart. For just a moment, I think about turning it off, but I don’t really want to.

There’s just something about this band that makes me feel safe and comfortable. Sweet Nightmares is one of the weirdest albums I’ve ever heard. It’s by this band I love called Vampire’s Shadow. I’ve always thought they would be cooler if they spelled their name with a “z.” Vampirez Shadow sounds a little more badass to me. 

Still, it doesn’t matter because they’re the best. Their music is so weird and sad and wonderful that it makes me feel so many different things all at once. I can’t really describe it.

Pulling out my flashlight, I start walking down the stairs. There’s a railing that feels sturdier than it looks, and I take the first few steps carefully. I wave the flashlight around, but I still can’t see the bottom of the stairs yet. This staircase is longer than usual. It feels like it goes down more than one story. I count thirty stairs. Then the staircase veers to the left, turning sharply, and I count another 30.

I know this is a bad idea.

I realize I should shoot Violet a text just in case, but when I pull my phone out of my pocket, there are no bars down here. Awesome. I can keep going down or I can go back up, and I don’t want to go back up. I’m scared out of my mind right now. What if there are spiders or rats down here? This definitely seems like the kind of creepy-ass space spiders would live.
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