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      Travel writer Lainie Shaw doesn’t have time for men—especially not the disappointing, real-life kind. She’s perfectly content losing herself in her work…and in the dreamy portraits of Highland warriors that adorn the galleries of Inverness. But when a spontaneous purchase of an antique jewelry box delivers more than she bargained for, fantasy and reality collide in the most unexpected way.

      Because the man of her dreams—kilt, charm, and all—suddenly appears at her feet.

      Now, the heat between them burns hotter than a Scottish summer, and Lainie finds herself swept into a passion that feels timeless. But as desire deepens into something dangerously close to love, she begins to wonder—can a man from the past truly belong in her future?
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        Scottish Highlands

        Four centuries earlier

      

      

      

      The seer arrived on the eve of battle, her hair matted with rain, her eyes the gray of distant storms. “Ye’ll lose what ye love most,” she warned him, “unless ye bind your heart to time itself.”

      MacDuff didn’t believe in prophecy—but when dawn came and the woman he adored was gone, he took an axe to an oak.

      Beneath a waning moon, the Laird of MacDuff carved the box from a single piece of oak felled on his land. His hands were steady, though his heart was not. The wood sang beneath his blade. He carved through grief until blood mingled with sap. Each cut was a vow. If love must be lost, let it find its way home again.

      “A keeper for what should never be lost,” the seer had told him.

      When he pressed the final knot work into the lid, the air stilled, and the scent of peat and heather rose as if the earth itself approved. He laid a single brooch inside, and the air thickened. A token forged in war and meant to outlast it.

      Guard the heart within, until the heart without is ready, the seer’s voice had said.

      And in the hush that followed, the box began to hum.
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        Inverness, Scotland

      

      

      

      Muscled calves curved into the beginnings of well-defined thighs. Just above the knee, a kilt covered what Lainie longed to see. The long sculpted legs of the Highlander made her heart skip a beat. She wanted to know what was under that kilt.

      Lainie imagined running her hands up the sculpted thighs until she reached the heat of him—solid, waiting, achingly real in her imagination. Staring at this beautiful specimen of pure maleness conjured up feelings in her body she hadn’t experienced in a long time.

      Her nipples grew taut against her sweater. The tingling at the tips of her breasts thrummed through her, circling around her belly and slipping lower. As if the man in the painting reached out and traced her most sensitive places with invisible heat. Shuddering, she continued to gawk at the painting of the highland warrior at MacDuff Castle, working her way from the tips of his toes and up.

      Who was he? If only she could have lived just for a day in his time. She would let him rock her world and then return home, maybe take him with her.
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