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            The only thing harder than crossing a sea of ochre is holding the line you draw in it. That line, once laid with iron, becomes an unwavering legacy.
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To all the quiet places on the map, and the people who chose to stay. Your enduring spirit is the fulfillment of every forgotten promise.
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​Chapter 1: A Place Where the Future Began
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The sun that beat down on the “Ochre Sea” in the late September of 1823—the sun that witnessed the first, daunting commitment of the early pioneers—is the same sun that today warms the backs of grazing cattle outside Lane, Kansas. Yet, the land itself has changed, softened by the passage of time and hardened by the grit of history.
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