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All rights reserved. This eBook is licensed
for your personal enjoyment only. This eBook may not be re-sold or
given away to other people. If you would like to share this book
with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each
person. If you are reading this book and did not purchase it, or it
was not purchased for your use only, then please return to
Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting
the hard work of this author.

No part of this book may be used or
reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission,
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical
articles and reviews. For information address proper
representatives through the author’s website, www.project-parenting.com
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With Fall Comes Phone Calls!

 


 


As an elementary school principal, every fall
my office phone rang off the hook with concerned parents
questioning why a teacher gave too little or too much homework.
Some parents felt that the work was not challenging enough, while
others complained that their child was being slammed by the amount
of homework given.

 


Frequently, parents expressed frustration
over the time demands that homework assignments placed on both
their child and themselves. It seemed like far too many people were
feeling confused, frustrated and just plain overwhelmed with their
kid’s homework situation. Most were bewildered as to the real
purpose of homework and ticked off wondering how they were actually
going to make their kids do it!

 


Perhaps this is where you are now, weighed
down by the patchwork of time demanding activities your child is
involved in and concerned over how to make it all work out. Does
helping your child with their homework assignments, music lessons
and team practice schedules seem daunting? If you are spending more
time yelling and less time finding solutions, it's time to get some
help. Are you worrying that your child doesn’t have enough time for
play or to just be a kid?

 


Or perhaps you are a parent of a child whose
teacher who gives little to no homework at all. Fear over the fact
that your child may be missing out on grade level support work may
be driving your concerns. Or perhaps you are a parent like I was,
with one child who did their homework without ever being asked, one
who waited until bedtime to “remember” their homework and one who
never seemed to have any homework at all. It can be hard to know
how to respond to the varied needs of our children.

 


Let’s face it; homework can be a pain in the
neck. But it's important for parents to recognize that the right
kind and amount of homework can make a difference in how well a
child actually performs in school.

 


After 35 years in education, working with
hundreds of families and raising 3 of my own children I have
developed insights and strategies to help both parents and kids to
lesson homework dilemmas. I understand that it can be confusing for
any parent. While some educators advocate for parents to stay out
of their kid’s way when it comes to homework; others rally for
complete parental involvement. I’m an advocate for both and as you
read on you’ll see what I mean!

 


Harris Cooper, a leading homework
researcher, believes that homework on the elementary school level
has little correlation to school achievement. However, many
teachers do not support his claims.

 


According to NASP Resources, “Despite mixed research
on homework effects, many teachers believe that assigning homework
offers other benefits besides contributing to school achievement.
Homework teaches children how to take responsibility for tasks and
how to work independently. That is, homework helps children develop
habits of mind that will serve them well as they proceed
through school and, indeed, through life. Specifically, homework
helps children learn how to plan and organize tasks, manage time,
make choices, and problem solve, all skills that contribute to
effective functioning in the adult world of work and families.”
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