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Chapter 1

An Adventurous Snail





Sylvie slid slowly through the orchard. Giant blades of grass sheltered her from the sun. Sylvie loved exploring under the fruit trees, especially during summer when big juicy plums fell to the ground, and lay hidden in the grass. 

Next to ripen were the peaches. Plump and golden, they made Sylvie’s mouth water whenever she thought of the sweet juice bursting in her mouth, and running down her chin.
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The family, who lived in the big stuck-to-the-ground house, liked eating peaches too. 

Sylvie had watched the two children, Ben and Kate, picking fruit and taking rides on their father’s shoulders to reach the ones at the top. 

Their laughter echoed around the orchard, startling the blackbirds. When their basket was full, they all ate a peach, sitting on a picnic blanket under the tree. 
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Ben was a kind boy. He always left the last bite of his peach on the ground for the birds. Sylvie wondered if he knew he was feeding a sneaky snail too! 

Sylvie was an explorer. She loved seeing new places. She was very different to her family and friends who never wanted to travel far at all. 

But like her friends Sylvie carried her home on her back. She went to school. She did her homework. She took part in sliding races on Friday afternoons, and watched slugs wrestle in slime every Saturday night. 

Her life was good. It was fun. 

But something was missing. Because more than anything else in the world Sylvie wanted to have an adventure. 

She wanted to see just how far a little snail could travel.
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Chapter 2

A Big Secret





Sylvie and her best friend Prue had a big secret. They’d broken an important rule. 

Stay Away From People! 

There were warning signs all over the village. 
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“They’ll squash you if you so much as look at a lettuce leaf,” said Sylvie’s father.

Sylvie knew if her father found out, she’d be made to stay at home in her shell. 

It was lucky he didn’t know about the lettuce leaves she ate on her way home from school! 

Sylvie tried hard to be good, but her taste for exploring meant rules were sometimes broken. But what had happened last weekend, really wasn’t her fault at all!
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