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    This book is dedicated to the sweet people of Bible Baptist Church in Puyallup, WA. 


How can I ever thank you for the blessing afforded me to study and to declare the Word of God?


God bless you always!

      

    


Thank you for purchasing this book. I trust it will prove to be helpful and a blessing to you. As you read, I would ask that you would first forgive me for those typographical and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. These pages were originally written as sermon notes. While I have proofread it for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes. I have also developed my own writing style for sermon preparation. I have elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it will add rather than detract from the effect while you read. 

Secondly, I would ask, should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have questions, that you feel free to contact me. 

My e-mail address is marvin@marvinmckenzie.org.
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Malachi 1:1

I have been frustrated for years at what I consider to be a basic lack of any real understanding of the prophetical books of the Old Testament. The importance of the Prophets of the Old Testament can not be underestimated


	Three times in the Gospels, Jesus Christ calls the Old Testament “the law and the prophets" and 

	Jesus quotes from the prophets dozens of times in the Gospels



But when we read the Prophets, I think most of what we read makes no sense to us. We can pick out a verse here and there and make some sort of application to our lives today. But for the most part we are held captive by those men who advertize themselves as “prophecy experts” to tell us what we need to know about these seventeen important books of God’s Word.

Some mistakes I think we make concerning the prophets are:


	We tend to see them as isolated figures who served the Lord all by themselves.

	We tend to view them as “larger than life” people who ministered to thousands 

	We tend to think of their writings as being primarily about the Tribulation.

	We leave them for those who like to study outlines of what order things are supposed to happen in days way past when we will be dead and buried



Some of the reasons we have trouble making any sense of them is


	We fail to see them in the context of the time in which they are written

	We tend to view them as having no relationship with one another



Maybe we see them like oversized proverbs.

You know how the proverbs are....

They are these catchy phrases that are bundled all together, but not connected to each other, so they are impossible to outline

And in many cases, they seem like they are warm and fuzzy thoughts, but don’t really work....

Proverbs 22:6 KJV

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

Or

Proverbs 16:7 KJV

When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.

Good sentiment, doesn’t work in the real world. So, we either skip reading the prophets altogether or else we read them with our eyes glazed over, allowing our minds to wake up only when we come to those verses within their pages that offer us some glimmer of light

Isaiah 7:14 KJV

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Jeremiah 33:3 KJV

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.

Malachi 3:10 KJV

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

What I hope to do in this series is to bring a little more light into the dark room that belongs to the Old Testament prophets. I want to make us more aware of when they are writing and why. I do not intend to try to explain their prophecies, but to put their prophecies into the perspective of the days in which they write.

Almost all prophecy has both a current application as well as a long term one. I think a lot of our trouble is that we want to see the long-term application so much that we skip the short term, and in doing so, miss much of what these prophets have to preach to you and me right now.

THERE ARE SIXTEEN PROPHETS

A. When you count them out you will find 17 books:


	Five major prophets and 

	Twelve minor prophets 



They are called major and minor because of the volume of their content not because of the importance of their work or because of the credibility of the man himself)

But Jeremiah wrote two of the prophecies so there are only 16 men.

B. But this does not mean that they are the only prophets.

1. There are in fact, 39 men who are called prophets including one man in the New Testament, John the Baptist.

1 Kings 18:4 KJV

For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.)

2. Jezebel had cut off (killed) who knows how many of these prophets, but Obadiah had had rescued 100 of them

That is not including Elijah because Jezebel had not been able to find him. It is possible she was not able to find many more besides that. Her jurisdiction was only in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, we do not know how many prophets may have lived in the Southern Kingdom at the same time

3. Remember when Elijah complained to God 

1 Kings 19:10 KJV

...... the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

The Lord’s response was

1 Kings 19:18 KJV

Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.

He is far from alone.

His successor will have a prophet's college that will be so filled with students that they have to go into a building program to expand it.

And that is in the Northern Kingdom, where the people are NOT as likely to follow the Lord.

C. The point is, these guys are not lone men, just one or two of them alive at a time...

They are more like we would think of pastors.


	There are hundreds of them and 

	They live among the people. 

	Most of them will remain nameless until we get to heaven. 

	The majority of them never wrote a book 

	Probably most of them regularly preached to a small group of people 




	There message is one of hope for the future but 

	It is also one of help for today 



By the way – the best help for today is to get in touch with the hope for the future.

THESE PROPHETS SERVE IN FOUR LOCATIONS

A. The two most prominent of those locations are, of course

1. Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and

2. Judah (the Southern Kingdom)

One of those prophets (Jonah) has his ministry outside of Judaism altogether (Nineveh – the capital of Syria). Two of those prophets (Daniel and Ezekiel) minister in Babylon while captives

B. I am reminded of the seven letters of Revelation.

God describes the situations of those seven churches. Each one was unique


	They had unique strengths 

	They had unique sins 

	They had unique struggles with the devil 




	In some cases, the church was in comparative ease 

	In some cases, the church members were being killed for their faith 

	In some cases, they were very successful in evangelism 

	In some cases, there was only a handful of real believers in the whole church 



But Jesus knew them all and Jesus was in the midst of them all. The same thing with these prophets; they serve under very different circumstances.  And their message reflects those circumstances.

1. The Northern Kingdom was rebellious from its foundation. 

This is worse than trying to preach in a place where no one has heard the name of Jesus.... They had to preach to people who knew the truth and had chosen to turn from it.

2. The Southern Kingdom had trouble with faithfulness and devotion

While they are the ones who had remained true to the Temple worship...


	They were the smaller number 

	They grew proud and cold hearted and 

	They did not believe they needed to be told to repent – of anything 



3. The prophet Jonah is the Old Testament counterpart to missions

God’s interest in saving the Gentiles did not begin in the New Testament. It has always been His plan to reach the uttermost parts.

4. Daniel is the example of a “bio-vocational” preacher

It is interesting to see him in that light because

Not only was he bi-vocational, but he also appears to have been VERY SUCCESSFUL in both his secular and spiritual work.

THESE PROPHETS SERVE IN THREE DIFFERENT TIME PERIODS

We can divide them this way


	Pre-Babylonian Captivity 

	During Babylonian Captivity and 

	Post-Babylonian Captivity 



The captivity of Judah by Babylon is such a major event that it is a major marker in the history of Israel. As much a marker as Moses and the Old Testament Law, because it completely and irreversibly changed Israel.


	When they are carried away, they are carried away into almost all parts of the known world 

	When they are allowed to return only a handful of their numbers to return 



They have been forbidden to come to their Temple for more than a generation and that Temple has been torn down and their major religious instruments have been stolen


	The brazen altar 

	The Ark of the Covenant 

	The laver of brass 



All are gone.

So, they have found new ways to carry on their Jewish faith


	They have developed the synagogue system – 

	They have rabbis and teachers – not prophets and priests and by the time Jesus is born 

	
They divided into several systems of theology and practice 
	The Pharisees 

	The Sadduccees and 

	The Essenes 







Oh, and one major event happens in Israel that is so overshadowed by the Babylonian Captivity that we barely remember it happened, some don’t know it happened......

Several years before Babylon captured Jerusalem, Syria captured the Northern Kingdom.

Seventy years after Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem captive, God intervened, and they were allowed to return to their land.

That never happened to the Northern tribes.

They were completely decimated


	Assimilated into other lands and peoples and 

	The record of their genealogies completely lost and forgotten 



A. Before the Captivity

Of course, the largest number of the prophets ministered before. I think we could give ourselves another subset time period in the pre-captivity period


	The time of the kings and 

	The time of Babylonian threat 



Those prophets who wrote during the era of the kings have one focus in their ministry Those who wrote under the threat of Nebuchadnezzar’s army outside the city walls had a completely different focus.

B. During the captivity

We have just two prophets.


	One of them (Ezekiel) preached to the Jews exclusively 

	The other (Daniel) had the bulk of his ministry before Gentiles 



C. After the captivity

These prophets had perhaps the most challenging task of them all.

They were responsible for restoring what could be regained of Old Testament worship

Among a group of Jews who had been raised in an entirely different culture and who had never personally witnessed the practice of Old Testament Judaism 


	They have never been to Temple worship 

	They have never seen the animal sacrifices (at least not as they were done in Jerusalem) 

	Their priests had never served priests before 



And these men were called of God to 


	Restore Jerusalem 

	Restore the Temple and 

	Restore the priesthood 
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Isaiah 1:1-3

1 Peter 1:10-12 KJV

Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

If the prophets themselves and even angels “desire to look into” and “searched diligently” the prophecies, you can just figure you’ll have to study them pretty carefully to understand them. So, I am not promising, nor am I attempting to make my own version of “The Prophets for Dummies.”

I am merely aiming at making them fit in your mind as a part of God’s Word; a part of Scripture that is a mystery to be sure; but not altogether unintelligible to you.

I want to give you four keys to making sense of the Old Testament prophets

THE TWO ADVENTS OF CHRIST


	The advent to suffer

	The advent to reign



Isaiah 53:5 KJV

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

To the Old Testament Jew, and even to the Old Testament prophet – this was a mystery.


	They could see the Messiah, Christ, coming as a king

	They could see Him as a conqueror



But they could not comprehend the anointed one of God suffering.

Even Peter, if you will remember, could not conceive of Christ suffering

Matthew 16:21-23 KJV

From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.

But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.

Now you and I most likely have a pretty keen sense of these two advents


	We know celebrate the first one at Christmas

	We look for the second one as our blessed hope




	We know that in the first one Jesus came as a Lamb

	We know in the second one Jesus will come as a Lion



But this was all closed information to the prophets.

Daniel 12:4 KJV

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

Revelation 22:10 KJV

And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.

––––––––
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DANIEL WAS TOLD TO seal up the prophecies. John was told NOT to seal up the prophecies. So, as you read the Old Testament prophets, you have to remember you have information they were not privy to. They write as if the lion aspects and the lamb aspects of Christ happen at the very same time.

You will get yourself confused sometimes because the prophet will be writing about something that happens after Jesus comes to set up His kingdom (the second advent) and then he will throw in something that has to do with Christ suffering (the first advent) and then he’ll be back in the kingdom again.

The prophets do not write chronologically. Everything they write is true. But it does not all happen in the order in which they appear in the prophets. It is not that difficult to grasp this. You just have to remember God has revealed to us, what was a mystery to them

Ephesians 3:3-9 KJV

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,

Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)

Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:

Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

And don’t let yourself “get your head all twisted” when you see things in the prophets you understand to be about Christ the Lamb happening in the same context as an event relating to Christ the Lion.

THE REMNANT

Isaiah 10:20 KJV

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

Paul said it this way

Romans 9:27-28 KJV

Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:

For he will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.

This is a very important statement

“....Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved:...”

Romans 9:6 KJV

Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:

Not everyone that has that blood is part of God’s promise for Israel.

Remember what God said to Solomon?

2 Chronicles 7:17-20 KJV

And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, and do according to all that I have commanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my judgments;

Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, according as I have covenanted with David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel.

But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my commandments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve other gods, and worship them;

Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land which I have given them; and this house, which I have sanctified for my name, will I cast out of my sight, and will make it to be a proverb and a byword among all nations.

God is not bound to keep His covenant to those Jews that turned away from Him.

Prophecy is all about God working to raise up and gather out His remnant.


	He began that work in the Babylonian captivity.

	He has set aside that work, during this church age and

	He will finish that work in the Tribulation period



So that only those Jews who are true Israel, the remnant, enter into the promised kingdom.

Let me just throw something in here for our consideration; I believe Christianity has done exactly what Israel did.


	Israel decided that they had to be blessed of God because they were Israel.

	Israel decided that they were all Israel because they were of Israel and

	Israel forgot that God was interested in a relationship with His people.



Those who did not have that relationship were not Israel. We have about the same thing in Christianity. We have come to the place where we think 


	God has to love us and 

	God has to accept us and 

	God has to save us




	Because we claim to be Christian and

	Because we have some form of Christian religious background



when what God is really after is a relationship with us.

I am afraid it can be as accurately said, they are not all Christians who are of Christianity

THE DAY OF THE LORD

Isaiah 2:12-18 KJV

For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:

And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan,

And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up,

And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced wall,

And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant pictures.

And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.

And the idols he shall utterly abolish.

I generally think of a day as being a shorter frame of time. Because of it I generally only think one thing can happen in a day. So, the day of the Lord, if I am not careful, can become


	The day of the Rapture or

	The day of tribulation or

	The time of God’s judgment of the earth



when in fact, the day of the Lord encompasses almost all that we think of as prophecy.


	It is a period of time when the Lord shows Himself victor over Satan

	It is when the Lord finalizes His plan for this world and its inhabitants



God has been progressing mankind through a plan designed to make them glorious to Himself. Mankind is to be unique from the rest of His creation, including the angels.


	The angels glorify God because they were designed that way. They have no choice.

	When, the one time some of them did not, they immediately fell and have a place reserved for themselves in the bottomless pit.



Mankind will one day bring the same glory to God the angels do but they will do it because they see God as glorious, and not merely because they were made to do it.

The day of the Lord is the culmination of His plan, and it includes several events including:


	The rapture of the saints

	The judgment seat of Christ

	The Tribulation on this earth and

	The creation of new heavens and a new earth



THE KINGDOM

Zechariah 12:8 KJV

In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them.

Any understanding of the Old Testament prophets has to take into consideration that God’s promises to Israel are not the same as they are to New Testament Christians.


	We look for a home in heaven

	We look to have bodies like the glorified Christ

	We look to be joint heir with Jesus



Israel’s promises are completely different, and all predicated upon God establishing a kingdom where, “and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them.” The millennial kingdom is their promise fulfilled, though it is not the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan.

God’s eternal plan will be:

Genesis 1:26-28 KJV

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

And when God has fulfilled all prophecy there will be:


	A new heaven

	A new earth and

	A new generation of mankind – made like unto Adam before His fall




	A man who will have the unmarred image of God upon him

	A man who will have dominion over the creation of God

	A man who will be fruitful and multiply and whose children will follow his father’s walk with God and

	A man who is truly blessed by God



Israel’s 1000-year reign of Christ is not ultimate fulfillment of God’s plan nor are you and I the ultimate fulfillment of God’s plan. We are "steps" God is taking to bring about his ultimate fulfillment.....

An Adam and Eve who will not be tempted by Satan but will of their own free will wholly and eternally glorify God.
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WE ARE MEN
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Matthew 12:38-40 KJV

Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.

But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:

For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

The book of Jonah is a unique one among the prophets.


	It is unique because it is a personal story

	It is unique because it deals with a completely Gentile audience

	It is unique because it is written by a prophet, but not prophetical in the Kingdom sense.



Do a little bit of digging and there are some interesting things to learn about this book.

The book of Jonah is very likely the oldest of the Old Testament prophets, being written approx 862 years before Christ. The next oldest is Joel, sixty years later.

I think this is interesting, Jonah is one of the few of these prophets, who also is mentioned in the books of the Kings. 

2 Kings 14:25-26 KJV

He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher.

For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for there was not any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel.

It makes it very easy to pinpoint the time and circumstances of his ministry.

He is only mentioned this one time, and in something else that is very interesting to me, the prophecy mentioned has nothing to do with Jonah’s book.

Jonah had a legitimate prophetical ministry in the northern kingdom of Israel that was completely separate and apart from what God did with him in the book of Jonah. Jonah is also the only prophets that Christ likens himself to.

The Bible likens Elijah to John the Baptist

And the people of Jesus’ day wanted to liken him to

Matthew 16:13-14 KJV


	John the Baptist: (come back from the dead)

	Elias; and others, 

	Jeremias, or 

	One of the prophets.



Contrary to the teaching of Islam, Jesus made it very clear He was not just “one of the prophets.”

But Jesus did say, 

Matthew 12:40 KJV

For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

Jonah prophesied in the northern kingdom of Israel, I think some time just prior to the reign of King Jeroboam the second because Jonah’s prophecy is fulfilled in Jeroboam’s Day. 

2 Kings 14:23-29 KJV

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty and one years.

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.

He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher.

Here is what both the Bible record and history tell us was going on at that time.

2 Kings 13:1-13 KJV

In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of Ahaziah king of Judah Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years.

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom.

And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Benhadad the son of Hazael, all their days.

And Jehoahaz besought the LORD, and the LORD hearkened unto him: for he saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them.

(And the LORD gave Israel a saviour, so that they went out from under the hand of the Syrians: and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as beforetime.

Nevertheless they departed not from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel sin, but walked therein: and there remained the grove also in Samaria.)

Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria had destroyed them, and had made them like the dust by threshing.

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers; and they buried him in Samaria: and Joash his son reigned in his stead.

In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah began Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years.

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD; he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin: but he walked therein.

And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, and his might wherewith he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

And Joash slept with his fathers; and Jeroboam sat upon his throne: and Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

Jonah is a prophet likely under the reigns of 


	Jehu

	Jehoahaz

	Joash and

	Jeroboam



All of them were evil


	The anger of the Lord was against them and

	Syria was oppressing them



Syria and Assyria are two different places. Syria is north of Israel; Assyria is East and where Iraq is today. But in those days the connection between the two was far more pronounced. Assyria had invaded and conquered Syria.

Jonah has two reasons I can see NOT to want to go to Nineveh (the Assyrian capital):


	The preaching of God’s Word was needed in his own land

	The people God wanted him to go to were his own people’s arch enemies




	He is told by God to go preach in Nineveh

	He runs from God’s command and hops a ship headed for Tarshish (the opposite way – by a long way.)

	God sends a storm to stop Jonah in his tracks

	Jonah is thrown overboard and is swallowed by a great fish

	After three days in the fish, Jonah is ready to go preach to Nineveh



If Jonah’s account tells us anything, it tells us that Jonah, as legitimate of a prophet as he was.... was just a man.

GOD’S PROPHETS ARE MEN

Jonah’s story makes that more than plane.

A. And he isn’t the only one


	Elijah – going off on his own and complaining he is the only one

	Jeremiah – saying he would not preach any more

	Habakkuk – God, I don’t understand



Or even if we go earlier in Jewish history to

	Samuel- if I go to anoint David king, Saul will kill me


B. I think sometimes we think these guys were superhuman.

We reason in our own heads, “Well, if that prophet were my preacher, I would listen to what he says.”

We do the same thing with Evangelists and Missionaries sometimes.... Because we don’t see them day in and day out, we think they are somehow better Christians than we are, or maybe our pastor....

“If I could hear that guy all the time, I know God would bless me then”

When the truth is, those guys are just as human as your own pastor is. You just don’t get to see how human he is.


	You don’t have to see him when he is in a bad mood

	You don’t have to know if he is having financial trouble

	You don’t know who is or isn’t mad at him



D. These prophets were men; just like preachers today are men.

Remember what the Bible says of the prophets

Matthew 23:30 KJV

And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.

Sure, they would have. They did the same to Jesus Christ as their fathers did to the prophets.

E. Jonah is just a man

Jonah 1:3 KJV

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

Jonah 4:1 KJV

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.

Jonah 4:3 KJV

Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

Jonah 4:5 KJV

So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.

GOD’S MESSAGE IS STILL SOUND

A. Though Jonah disobeyed the Lord and 

	Was angry at the Lord


Jonah’s message was still of the Lord

B. Jonah’s message to Nineveh was sound 

And God had authorized his preaching.

If Nineveh had dismissed the message


	Because Jonah was from Israel

	Because they heard that Jonah had at first resisted the Lord or

	Because they perceived that Jonah did not like the Ninevites



Who would have been put to the worse?


	Jonah or

	The Ninevites



This is a vital thing to remember...

C. The authority of the preacher

Is not determined 


	By his ability to be perfect or 

	By your ability to like him or even enjoy him.



The authority of the preacher is founded upon the Word of God he preaches. If his message is true to this Book, we had better take care how we respond.

He is just a man. But he is God’s man.


	To reject his message

	To ignore his counsel

	To do him harm in any way



Is to tread on fearsome ground!
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