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    Introduction


  




  

    Have you ever been stuck somewhere you didn’t want to be? Maybe it was in a class that felt endless, a family situation that seemed impossible, or a season of life where you just wanted out. You could see what freedom might look like, but you couldn’t get there. Something was holding you back—circumstances, other people, your own limitations. And you wondered if things would ever change.




    Now multiply that feeling by four hundred years. That’s how long the Israelites were stuck in Egypt. What started as a refuge during a famine became a prison. The family of seventy that moved there to survive grew into a nation of millions—and the Egyptians forced them into brutal slavery. Generation after generation was born into chains. They made bricks. They built cities. They suffered under the whip. And they cried out to a God they weren’t sure was listening.




    The book of Exodus is the story of how God answered. It’s a story of plagues and miracles, of seas parting and mountains shaking. It’s the story of the most famous confrontation in the Bible—an unknown shepherd versus the most powerful king on earth. It’s the story of how a nation of slaves became the people of God.




    But it’s more than ancient history. Exodus is the Bible’s foundational story of salvation. Everything that comes later—the prophets, the psalms, the promises of a Messiah—looks back to what God did in Egypt. And when Jesus came, he didn’t come to tell a new story. He came to finish this one.




    If you want to understand the Bible, you have to understand the exodus. This is where it all comes together.




    Where We’ve Been




    Exodus picks up where Genesis left off—but four centuries have passed. At the end of Genesis, Jacob’s family moved to Egypt to escape a famine. Joseph, the brother who had been sold into slavery, was now second-in-command of the entire nation. He saved his family, settled them in the best land, and everything seemed fine.




    Then Joseph died. And a new pharaoh came to power “who did not know Joseph.” That single sentence in Exodus 1 changes everything. The new king didn’t remember how a Hebrew had saved Egypt from starvation. He only saw a growing foreign population that might become a threat. So he enslaved them. When slavery didn’t slow their growth, he ordered the murder of their baby boys.




    For four hundred years, the Israelites suffered. They had God’s promises—the same promises he made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—but those promises must have felt impossibly distant. God had said their descendants would be as numerous as the stars and would inherit the land of Canaan. Instead, they were making bricks in Egypt and watching their children die.




    Had God forgotten them?




    What You’re About to Read




    The book of Exodus answers that question with a thundering no. God had not forgotten. He had heard their cries. He had seen their suffering. And he was about to act in ways that would shake the ancient world and echo through the rest of history.




    Here’s where we’re headed:




    Chapters 1–6 set the stage. You’ll meet Moses—the baby who should have died but was rescued by Pharaoh’s own daughter. You’ll watch him grow up in the palace, flee after killing an Egyptian, and spend forty years as a shepherd in the wilderness. Then, at a burning bush that doesn’t burn up, God calls him to go back to Egypt and tell Pharaoh to let his people go.




    Chapters 7–11 describe the ten plagues. Blood. Frogs. Gnats. Flies. Livestock disease. Boils. Hail. Locusts. Darkness. And finally, the death of every firstborn in Egypt. Each plague was a direct assault on the gods of Egypt, proving that the Lord alone is God. Pharaoh’s heart grew harder with each one—until the final plague broke him.




    Chapters 12–15 tell the story of the Passover and the exodus itself. The Israelites marked their doorframes with lamb’s blood, and the angel of death passed over them. That same night, they walked out of Egypt—free for the first time in four centuries. When Pharaoh changed his mind and sent his army after them, God parted the Red Sea and drowned the Egyptian forces. The nation that had seemed invincible was destroyed in a single night.




    Chapters 15–18 follow Israel through the wilderness. Freedom, it turns out, is harder than it looks. The people complained about water, about food, about everything. They faced attacks from enemies. They struggled to trust the God who had just performed miracles before their eyes. But God provided—manna from heaven, water from rock, victory in battle.




    Chapters 19–24 bring us to Mount Sinai, where God gave his people the Ten Commandments and established his covenant with them. Thunder rolled. Lightning flashed. The mountain shook. And the voice of God himself spoke the words that would define Israel’s relationship with him forever.




    Chapters 25–31 and 35–40 describe the tabernacle—the portable dwelling place where God would live among his people. Every detail mattered. Every piece of furniture taught something about approaching a holy God. And when it was finally built, the glory of the Lord filled it so powerfully that even Moses couldn’t enter.




    




    Chapters 32–34 tell the devastating story of the golden calf—Israel’s greatest failure, coming just weeks after they promised to obey everything God commanded. You’ll watch Moses intercede for the people, shatter the stone tablets in anger, and climb the mountain again to receive God’s mercy and a renewed covenant.




    By the end of Exodus, everything has changed. The slaves are free. The covenant is established. The tabernacle is built. God is dwelling among his people. The exodus is complete.




    Why This Book Matters




    You might be thinking, “That’s a great story, but it happened thousands of years ago. Why should I care?” Here’s why: the exodus isn’t just Israel’s story. It’s a pattern that repeats throughout the Bible—and it’s your story too.




    The exodus shows us what salvation looks like. Slavery, rescue, covenant, presence. That’s the shape of what God does for his people. Israel was enslaved to Egypt; we’re enslaved to sin. Israel couldn’t free themselves; neither can we. Israel was rescued by blood—the blood of the Passover lamb; we’re rescued by blood too—the blood of Jesus, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).




    The connections aren’t subtle. Jesus died during the Passover festival. The night before his death, he lifted a cup of wine and said, “This is my blood of the covenant” (Luke 22:20). When the New Testament wants to describe what Jesus accomplished, it reaches for exodus language: redemption, deliverance, freedom, rescue.




    The exodus also shows us who God is. A God who hears the cries of the oppressed. A God who keeps promises even when centuries pass. A God who is holy beyond comprehension but wants to dwell among his people. A God who is both terrifying and tender, just and merciful, powerful and patient.




    Every page of Exodus reveals something about God’s character. Pay attention. What you learn here will shape how you understand everything else in Scripture.




    Before You Begin




    A few things to keep in mind as you read:




    The story moves at different speeds. The first half of Exodus is fast-paced narrative—plagues, escapes, battles. The second half slows way down to describe the tabernacle in painstaking detail. Both parts matter. The action shows us what God did; the tabernacle shows us why he did it—to live among his people.




    The characters are complicated. Moses argues with God. Aaron makes a golden calf. The people complain constantly. The Bible doesn’t sanitize its heroes. It shows real people with real failures being used by a real God.




    The violence is real. Plagues that killed livestock and children. An army drowned in the sea. Israelites executed for idolatry. Exodus doesn’t shy away from the cost of sin or the seriousness of God’s judgment. These aren’t comfortable passages, but they’re honest about the stakes.




    This points forward. Everything in Exodus casts a shadow toward something greater. The Passover lamb points to Jesus. The tabernacle points to God dwelling with us in Christ. The covenant points to the new covenant. Moses the deliverer points to the greater Deliverer who was coming.




    Let’s Begin




    So here we are, about to enter one of the most important books ever written. We’ll watch a baby in a basket become a prince, a prince become a fugitive, and a fugitive become a deliverer. We’ll stand before Pharaoh and watch his empire crumble. We’ll walk through the Red Sea on dry ground. We’ll tremble at the foot of a smoking mountain. We’ll see God’s glory fill a tent in the wilderness.




    And through it all, we’ll learn what it means to be saved—really saved—by a God who hears, who remembers, who acts, and who never lets his people go.




    The Israelites were stuck for four hundred years.




    Then God showed up.




    Turn the page.


  




  



  




  

    1




    When Everything Changed


  




  

    In The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, the children step through a magical wardrobe into the land of Narnia—and discover something terrible. Narnia is frozen. The White Witch has ruled for a hundred years, and under her curse, it’s always winter and never Christmas. The trees are bare, the rivers are ice, and the creatures who remember the old days live in hiding, whispering about a lion named Aslan who might one day return. But he hasn’t come. Not yet. And in the meantime, the Witch’s secret police roam the woods, and anyone who resists disappears.




    If you walked away from Genesis thinking the story of Israel was heading somewhere good, Exodus 1 is about to shock you. Like Narnia under the Witch, everything has frozen over. The family that went down to Egypt as honored guests has become a nation of slaves. The God who made all those promises? He seems to have gone silent.




    Welcome to Exodus. This is where the Bible’s greatest rescue story begins.




    The Story So Far




    At the end of Genesis, things looked promising. Joseph—the brother sold into slavery—rose to become the second most powerful man in Egypt. When famine struck, he saved his entire family. Pharaoh welcomed Jacob and his sons, giving them the best land in Egypt.




    Seventy people went down to Egypt. Just seventy. A tiny family carrying an enormous promise. God had told Abraham his descendants would become a great nation. He had also told Abraham something else: “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years” (Genesis 15:13). Four hundred years of slavery. God saw it coming. And now, as Exodus opens, that terrible prophecy is coming true.




    A New King Who Did Not Know Joseph




    Exodus begins with a list of names—the sons of Jacob who went to Egypt. It’s the same list from the end of Genesis. Same family. Same promise. Same God.




    But then comes the most dangerous sentence in the chapter: “Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt.” Joseph, who saved Egypt from starvation. Joseph, who made Pharaoh wealthy beyond imagination. That Joseph. Forgotten. As if he never existed.




    This is what happens when generations pass. The people who remembered Joseph died. And the new Pharaoh looked at the Israelites and saw only one thing: a threat.




    “Look,” he said, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”




    Notice what Pharaoh fears. Not that the Israelites will attack. He’s afraid they’ll leave. He wants slaves—and he wants them too broken to dream of freedom.




    The Cruelty of Egypt




    




    So Egypt put slave masters over the Israelites. The Bible uses brutal language: they “oppressed them with forced labor,” “worked them ruthlessly,” and “made their lives bitter with harsh labor.” The Israelites built cities for Pharaoh—Pithom and Rameses. Massive construction projects requiring thousands of workers baking bricks under the scorching sun, hauling heavy loads, mixing mortar until their hands bled.




    But here’s what Pharaoh didn’t expect: “The more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread.” Read that again. The more Egypt crushed them, the more the Israelites grew.




    God had promised Abraham descendants as numerous as the stars. Even under the worst conditions imaginable, that promise was coming true. The Israelites were “fruitful and multiplied”—the same words from Genesis when God blessed humanity at creation. Despite everything Pharaoh could do, God’s blessing could not be stopped.




    This terrified the Egyptians. “They came to dread the Israelites.” Something more powerful than Pharaoh was at work—and Egypt could feel it.




    Two Women Who Feared God




    Since working the Israelites to death wasn’t stopping their growth, Pharaoh tried something darker. He called in the Hebrew midwives and gave them a horrifying order: “When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth, if you see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” Genocide. State-sponsored murder of baby boys.




    But something remarkable happened. The midwives—Shiphrah and Puah—refused to obey. These weren’t soldiers or political leaders. They were working-class women living under an absolute dictator who could have them executed for any reason. Pharaoh’s word was law. No one told Pharaoh no.




    Shiphrah and Puah told Pharaoh no. “The midwives feared God,” the Bible says, “and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live.” God “was kind to the midwives” and “gave them families of their own.” In a book full of powerful men trying to control history, the first heroes are two ordinary women who trusted God more than they feared a king.




    Into the Nile




    Pharaoh’s plan had failed. So he escalated. “Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: ‘Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.’”




    This wasn’t a secret order anymore. Any Egyptian who saw a Hebrew baby boy was supposed to throw him into the river. The Nile—Egypt’s lifeblood—was to become a grave for Israelite children.




    This is the world Moses is about to be born into.




    A Baby in a Basket




    Exodus 2 opens simply: “A man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son.” This boy was born with a death sentence over him. Every Egyptian had permission to throw him into the Nile.




    His mother “saw that he was a fine child” and couldn’t let him die. For three months, she hid him. But babies grow. They get louder.




    So she did something that took incredible faith. She got a papyrus basket, coated it with tar to make it waterproof, placed her baby inside, and set it among the reeds along the Nile.




    Pharaoh had commanded Hebrew boys be thrown into the Nile. In a sense, that’s what this mother did—she put her baby in the Nile. But she did it in a way that gave him a chance. She built him a tiny ark (the same word used for Noah’s ark) and trusted God with the rest. His sister stood at a distance to watch.




    Pharaoh’s Daughter




    What happened next could only be God. Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe. She saw the basket and sent her slave to get it. When she opened it, she saw the baby crying. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. She knew. A child marked for death by her own father’s decree. She could have followed the law. But she felt sorry for him. And everything changed.




    The baby’s sister appeared and asked, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter agreed. The sister ran and got the baby’s own mother.




    Think about the irony. The mother gets paid to nurse her own son. The boy marked for death by Pharaoh ends up raised in Pharaoh’s palace. The murderer’s daughter becomes the victim’s protector.




    “When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, ‘I drew him out of the water.’” Moses. The name sounds like “draw out.” Pharaoh’s daughter didn’t know it, but she was naming the man who would one day draw an entire nation out of Egypt.
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