
		
			[image: Cover: The First Horseman, Donald Trump and Biblical Prophecy by Kelly Smith]
		

	
		
			
				[image: A book cover with a crown on it.

AI generated content]
			

		

		
		

	
		
			THE FIRST HORSEMAN

			Donald Trump and Biblical Prophecy

			A Scriptural Analysis from Revelation, Isaiah, and Latter-day Scripture

			Kelly Smith 2026

		

	
		
		

	
		
		

	
		
			Copyright © 2025, 2026 by Kelly Smith

			ISBN: 979-8-9924216-6-8 Paperback

			ISBN: 979-8-9924216-7-5 Hardcover

			ISBN: 979-8-9924216-8-2 Ebook

			All rights reserved. No part of this book may be copied, reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, whether electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher, except for brief quotations used in reviews, articles, or scholarly discussion.

			Disclaimer:

			This book is based on the author’s personal revelations, scriptural interpretations, and spiritual insights. It is intended to inspire faith, encourage study, and provoke thought about prophetic events in the last days. The views expressed herein do not represent official doctrine of any religious organization but are shared with the hope of strengthening faith in Jesus Christ and His divine plan.

			Author: Kelly Smith

			All theological content, scriptural interpretations, personal revelations, and doctrinal insights are the author’s original work. AI tools were used as editorial assistants for organization, formatting, and refinement under the author’s creative direction.

			Cover Design and Interior Layout: Kelly Smith

			Published in the United States of America

			For permissions or inquiries, contact:

			https://First-Horseman.com

			https://www.youtube.com/@TheFirstHorseman

			Revised Edition May 2026

		

	
		
		

	
		
			To my wonderful wife

			With her golden chair and Diet Coke

		

	
		
			Table of Contents

			Preface

			A Letter to You, the Reader 	ix

			Introduction

			A Warning and an Invitation 	xvii

			Chapter 1

			The Pattern of God’s Chosen Servants 	1

			Chapter 2

			The Marred Servant of Isaiah 	13

			Chapter 3

			Donald Trump: The Most Marred Man in History 	27

			Chapter 4

			Trump as Modern Moses 	35

			Chapter 5

			Trump as Latter-day Cyrus 	41

			Chapter 6

			The Antichrist Accusation 	49

			Chapter 7

			Understanding Revelation’s Structure 	57

			Chapter 8

			The Seven Seals: Events Leading to Opening the Book 	65

			Chapter 9

			The Healing: When God Reveals His Servant 	75

			Chapter 10

			Revelation 12: The Birth of the Kingdom 	87

			Chapter 11

			The Power of His Christ: The Anointed One 	97

			Chapter 12

			The Great Division: Why Many Will Reject Him 	107

			Chapter 13

			The Four Aspects of God’s Kingdom 	129

			Chapter 14

			New Jerusalem: The City of Zion 	143

			Chapter 15

			How the First Seal Wounds the Beast 	153

			Chapter 16

			The Four Horsemen of Revelation 6 	165

			Chapter 17

			Revelation 13: The Beast Healed 	175

			Chapter 18

			The Mark of the Beast 	203

			Chapter 19

			The Fifth Seal: The Martyrs 	211

			Chapter 20

			The Sixth Seal: God Intervenes 	221

			Chapter 21

			The Silence and the Prayers 	229

			Chapter 22

			The Chiastic Key: Trumpets and Vials Are the Same 	239

			Chapter 23

			Revelation 8: The Trumpet Catastrophes Begin 	247

			Chapter 24

			God’s Army: The Prophetic Witnesses 	253

			Chapter 25

			Revelation 11: The Two Witnesses and Christ’s Victory 	267

			Chapter 26

			The Pattern of God’s Protection 	279

			Chapter 27

			The Mark of God vs. Mark of the Beast 	289

			Chapter 28

			The Gathering to Zion 	301

			Chapter 29

			Practical Preparation 	311

			Chapter 30

			The Gathering and Those Who Stay 	325

			Chapter 31

			The Millennial Reign 	337

			Chapter 32

			What to Do With This Information 	351

			Epilogue

			A Burden and a Blessing 	359

			Additional Study Resources

			Free Downloads and Study Tools 	367

			Reader’s Index

		

	
		
			
Preface

			
A Letter to You, the Reader

			This book was written to save your life.

			I do not say that lightly, and I do not say it for dramatic effect. I say it because I believe it with everything in me. The world is about to enter a period of difficulty unlike anything in recorded history. Wars, natural disasters, economic collapse, famines, plagues, and persecutions are coming on a scale that most people cannot yet imagine. The ancient prophets saw all of it, and they recorded their warnings in the scriptures so that you and I would have time to prepare.

			But here is what I need you to understand before you read a single chapter: this is not a book of despair. This is a book of hope. It is a book about the triumph of God over evil, the protection of His people, and the literal return of Jesus Christ to reign on this earth. The scriptures contain everything we need to understand what is coming, why it is coming, and how to survive it. This book is my attempt to walk you through those scriptures and show you what I believe they reveal about the days we are living in.

			About This Edition

			The book you are holding is the revised and expanded edition of a work I first published in April 2025. That original edition was the product of an extraordinary spiritual experience I will describe in the Introduction. After its publication, I continued to receive insights and understanding from the Lord that deepened, clarified, and in some cases corrected what I had originally written.

			This edition represents hundreds of additional hours of study, prayer, and revision. The material has been reorganized for clarity, expanded with new chapters and sections that did not exist in the original, and refined to present the prophetic framework with greater precision. If you read the first edition, you will find that this book honors everything that was right about it while improving everything that could be made stronger. If this is your first encounter with this material, you are reading the version I wish I could have published from the beginning.

			Because prophetic events continue to unfold, I maintain updated resources and supplemental chapters at first-horseman.com/resources. If you are reading this book months or years after its publication, I encourage you to visit that page for the latest insights and developments.

			Before You Read This Book

			I need to speak directly to some of you before we go any further. This book discusses wars, famines, natural disasters, martyrdom, and judgments that are not easy to read. I have included them because the prophets included them, and because understanding what is coming is essential to being prepared for it. But I am also aware that some readers may already be carrying heavy burdens. If you are in a dark place right now, I want you to hear me before the weight of these topics adds to what you are already shouldering.

			Jesus Christ is real. He is alive. He knows your name. He knows what you are carrying, and He is not distant or indifferent to your pain. He is closer to you right now than you realize, and He has the power to carry you through whatever you are facing. If you need help right now, please reach out to someone you trust. A family member, a friend, a pastor, a counselor. There is no shame in asking for help, and God often works through other people to lift us up. Your life matters more than you know, and whatever darkness you are facing right now is not the end of your story.

			I also need to say this: I am not your judge. I am not in any position to condemn anyone for their sins, their lifestyle, or their choices. I have my own sins. I have my own failures. Every person reading this book is struggling with something or knows someone they love who is struggling, someone who has wandered, someone who is not living the way they were taught. I wrote these words with those people in mind. Not to condemn them, but to reach them.

			If you picked up this book and you are worried that it is going to tell you how terrible you are, I want you to know: that is not what this is. The scriptures I quote in these pages are God’s words, not mine. He has the right to speak plainly about sin because He is the one with the power to forgive it. I do not have that right, and I do not claim it. What I do claim is the right of a father, a friend, and a fellow sinner to say: please come back. Please turn to Him. Not because I am better than you, because I am not. But because I have seen what is coming, and I cannot bear the thought of anyone I love being unprepared for it.

			Every single person who reads this book needs to repent of something. That includes me. Repentance is not a punishment. It is a gift. It is the Savior saying, “I know what you have done, and I love you anyway, and I have already paid the price to make you clean if you will let me.” That offer is extended to everyone. It does not matter what you have done, how far you have wandered, or how long you have been away. The door is open. It has always been open. And the God who stands on the other side of it is not angry. He is waiting, with arms outstretched, for you to walk through it.

			This book is a warning, yes. But it is a warning born out of love, not condemnation. It is the same kind of warning a parent gives a child who is about to touch a hot stove. The parent does not shout because they are angry at the child. They shout because they love the child and cannot stand to see them hurt. That is what I am doing in these pages. I am shouting because I love you, and I can see the stove is hot. The world is about to face the biggest test it has ever faced, and the stove is hotter than anyone realizes.

			If you are struggling right now, if your life is not where you want it to be, if you have made choices you regret, please do not let this book add to your burden. Let it lighten it. The whole message of everything I have written is that God is real, that He loves you, that Jesus Christ has already paid for every mistake you have ever made, and that it is never too late to come home. That is the message. Everything else in these pages is just context for that one truth. And if you have to come back and read these paragraphs again several times while reading the book, please do.

			Why Knowing the “Why” Changes Everything

			Another reason I wrote this book is that I have watched people try to process terrible events without any framework for understanding them. When tragedy strikes without explanation, when the world seems to be falling apart for no reason, the human soul cries out for meaning. “Why is this happening?”

			That question, left unanswered, can destroy a person if they don’t turn to God. It can eat away at faith, erode mental stability, and convince people that God either does not exist or does not care, because they sometimes claim that if God were real, He would never allow such suffering.

			This book seeks to answer why major events are happening on a global scale, not with vague platitudes or feel-good generalizations, but with specific, scriptural explanations for why the events of the last days are unfolding as they are. When you understand the pattern, when you see how the ancient prophets described exactly what is happening and why God is allowing it, the fear is replaced by understanding. The despair is replaced by purpose. And the question “Why is this happening?” is answered with “Because God is fulfilling His promises, and He told us this would come.”

			The prophets did not record these events to terrify us. They recorded them to prepare us. God has always warned His people before sending judgment, not because He wants them to live in fear, but because He loves them enough to give them time to get ready.

			This Is Not the End

			Some of the events described in this book are deeply sobering. There will be suffering. There will be loss. There will be moments when it looks like darkness has won. But I need you to understand something that changes the entire equation: this life is not the end. It was never meant to be. We existed as spirits before we were born into this world, and we will continue to exist after we leave it. The physical body dies; the spirit does not. Every person who has ever lived continues living beyond the grave, and the plans God has for His children extend far beyond what happens in mortality.

			When you understand that truth, even the most terrible events described in this book take on a different meaning. A martyr who dies for the cause of God has not lost. A family that suffers through tribulation while holding onto their faith has not failed. In the eternal perspective, faithfulness in the face of suffering is the highest form of victory.

			But I do not want you to begin this book focused only on what you will have to endure. I want you to see what you will get to witness. For thousands of years, humanity has dreamed of a world without corruption. Philosophers have written about it. Storytellers have imagined it. Prophets have seen it in vision and wept at its beauty. A world where there is no crime, no poverty, no inequality, no war, no disease. A world where children are safe and families are whole and the powerful do not prey upon the weak. A world governed by a King who cannot be bribed, deceived, or corrupted, because He is the Son of God Himself.

			That world is not a fairy tale. It is not a philosopher’s daydream or a politician’s empty promise. It is a covenant that God made with His children from the foundation of the earth, and He intends to keep it. The scriptures call it the New Jerusalem, the Millennium, the reign of Christ. It is real, it is coming, and it will be more glorious than any human civilization has ever achieved.

			We are the generation that will see it happen. Yes, there is a rough stretch between here and there. This book does not pretend otherwise. But when you understand what is on the other side of that difficult passage, the trials take on an entirely different character. They are not pointless suffering. They are birth pains. Something magnificent is being born, and the pain that precedes it is the price of bringing it into the world.

			Hold onto that vision as you read. When the chapters get heavy, and some of them will, remember where this is all going. The darkness is temporary. The glory is permanent. And you were chosen to be part of it.

			God Chose You for This

			There is something else I want you to consider as you begin reading. You are alive right now, at this precise moment in the history of the world, and that is not a coincidence. God, who knows the end from the beginning, who has watched over every generation from Adam to the present day, chose to send you here now. Not a thousand years ago. Not a thousand years from now. Right now, when the final chapters of this earth’s mortal history are about to unfold.

			Think about what that means. He did not send you here by accident. He did not draw your name out of a hat. He looked at the challenges this generation would face, the wars, the deceptions, the spiritual darkness, the trials that would push people to their limits, and He said, “I will send some of my strongest.”

			You may not feel like one of the strongest. You may feel weak, overwhelmed, barely hanging on. I understand that. But God does not make mistakes in His assignments. He knew what this era would require, and He knew what you were capable of, even if you do not yet see it yourself.

			This book is for you. It does not matter where you live, what language you speak, what your background is, or what you currently believe about God. The events described in these pages will affect every person on this planet, and the God who governs those events cares about every one of His children, regardless of their nationality, race, religion, or current circumstances.

			You do not need a theological degree to understand what is in this book. You do not need to belong to any particular church or organization. You need only a willingness to consider what the scriptures say, to examine the evidence honestly, and to let the Spirit speak to your heart.

			I wrote this for the mother who is worried about her children’s future. I wrote it for the father who feels the world slipping out of control. I wrote it for the young person who wonders if there is any point to building a life in a world that seems to be falling apart. I wrote it for the seasoned believer who senses that something is coming but cannot quite put it all together. And I wrote it for the skeptic who has heard every doomsday prediction and dismissed them all, but who still feels, somewhere deep inside, that this time might be different.

			All I ask is that you give it an honest chance. Read with an open heart. Consider the evidence. And if something resonates with you, do not ignore that feeling. It may be the most important thing you have ever felt. I am aware that this book makes claims that many will consider extraordinary. I ask only that you examine the scriptures I present before reaching your conclusion.

			What This Book Is and What It Is Not

			This book is the result of personal revelation I have received through years of prayer, scripture study, and spiritual experience. I believe God directed me to write it. I believe the understandings contained in it are true and urgently needed. I have poured everything I have into these pages because I believe they contain truths that can help prepare people for what is coming.

			But this book is not scripture. It is not the final word on anything. I am not asking you to take my interpretations on blind faith. I am asking you to take the scriptures I point you to, study them for yourself, and ask God what they mean for your life. If I am wrong about specific details, God will show you. If I am right, He will confirm it. Either way, the answer comes from Him, not from me.

			Think of me as a tour guide, not the destination. I am walking you through prophecies and ancient writings and showing you things I have found. Some of those things may surprise you. Some may challenge everything you thought you knew. But the scriptures are the authority, not me. Test everything I say against them. And if you find that I have pointed you to truths that change your life, give the credit to God. He is the source. I am just the delivery method.

			The Most Important Thing

			Above everything else in these pages, above the prophecies and the warnings and the analysis of ancient texts, this book has one goal: to bring you closer to Jesus Christ. He is the center of everything that is about to happen. He is the reason for the tribulations, the hope in the darkness, the power behind the gathering, and the King who will reign when the dust settles. Without Him, none of what I have written matters. With Him, everything I have written becomes part of the most extraordinary story ever told.

			If you finish this book and the only thing that has changed is that you feel closer to your Savior, then it has accomplished its purpose. If you start praying when you did not pray before, if you open the scriptures when they have been gathering dust, if you take one step closer to the God who created you, then every hour I spent writing was worth it.

			The times ahead will be the most difficult in the history of the world. But they will also be the most miraculous. God has not abandoned His children. He is about to act in ways that will leave the world speechless. And those who are prepared, both spiritually and temporally, will not only survive what is coming. They will thrive in it.

			That is the message of this book. It is a message of warning, yes. But more than that, it is a message of hope. We win in the end. God wins. Christ wins. And those who stay close to Him will be just fine, regardless of what happens in the world around them.

			I am grateful you have picked up this book, and I pray that the Spirit will be with you as you read it.

			With love and urgency,

			Kelly Smith

			One last thing before we begin. I want to hear from you. If something in these pages moves you, challenges you, or raises questions, I want to hear about it. You will find the details in the back of this book for how to reach me and how to connect with other readers walking through this material. I read everything that comes in. You are not shouting into a void.

		

	
		
			
Introduction

			
A Warning and an Invitation

			Before we begin this journey together, I need to ask you a question. It is the most important question you will encounter in this book, and your answer to it will determine everything that follows.

			It is the same question the Lord asked one of the most faithful men in scripture before showing him the greatest vision ever given to mortal man. It is a question that will determine whether you can receive what this book contains or whether your own assumptions will prevent you from seeing what God is doing right in front of you.

			The question is simply this: What do you believe?

			Not what you think. Not what you have been told. Not what seems logical or comfortable or socially acceptable. But what do you truly believe in your heart about how God works, who He calls as His servants, and whether He still speaks to His children today?

			This question matters more than you might realize. It matters more than any evidence I could present, any scripture I could quote, or any argument I could make. Because what you believe will determine what you can see, what you can accept, and ultimately how you respond to the events that are about to unfold on this earth.

			The Brother of Jared and the Power of Belief

			Let me share with you an account from the Book of Mormon that illustrates this principle perfectly. For those unfamiliar with the Book of Mormon, it is scripture revealed through the prophet Joseph Smith that contains the record of ancient peoples who lived on the American continent. One of these records is the book of Ether, which tells the story of a people called the Jaredites.

			The brother of Jared lived approximately 2200 BC and was commanded by God to build barges to cross the ocean to a promised land. These were sealed vessels, tight like a dish, with no windows for light. The brother of Jared approached God with a practical problem: how would they have light during what would be a 344-day voyage across the ocean?

			The Lord asked him what he wanted the Lord to do, so the brother of Jared prepared sixteen small stones, molten out of rock, clear as glass. He brought these stones before the Lord and asked Him to touch them with His finger so they would shine forth in the darkness of the barges. It was a bold request, born out of genuine faith and extraordinary initiative.

			When the Lord stretched forth His finger and touched the stones, something unexpected happened. The brother of Jared saw the finger of the Lord. This startled him greatly because he had not anticipated seeing God in any physical form. The veil was taken from his eyes because of his faith. The Lord explained:

			“Because of thy faith thou hast seen that I shall take upon me flesh and blood; and never has man come before me with such exceeding faith as thou hast; for were it not so ye could not have seen my finger. Sawest thou more than this?” (Ether 3:9–10)

			The Lord then asked him a penetrating question:

			“Believest thou the words which I shall speak?” (Ether 3:11)

			Think carefully about this moment. The brother of Jared had already demonstrated extraordinary faith. He had built barges according to the Lord’s design. He had prepared stones and brought them before God. He had already seen the finger of the Lord. But now God was asking him to go further. Not to believe what he had already seen, but to believe what God was about to say. To believe words not yet spoken. To trust the message before the message was delivered.

			The brother of Jared could have responded in several ways. He could have said, “Show me first, then I will believe.” He could have asked for more evidence. He could have requested additional signs. But instead, he responded with complete faith:

			“Yea, Lord, I know that thou speakest the truth, for thou art a God of truth, and canst not lie.” (Ether 3:12)

			Because of this statement of belief, because he believed before seeing, the Lord then revealed Himself fully. The veil was completely removed, and the brother of Jared saw the Lord in His complete glory. He saw the body of Christ, he saw His face, he saw every detail of the Son of God, and he was given a vision of the entire history of the world from beginning to end. Nothing was withheld from him.

			But it all hinged on one thing: his willingness to believe the words God would speak before those words were spoken. This is the pattern God has established throughout all ages. Belief precedes revelation. Faith comes before knowledge. We must be willing to believe His words before He shows us His works.

			Why Belief Matters More Than Evidence

			I have spent thousands of hours researching, studying scriptures, and compiling evidence for what I share in this book. But I have learned something important in the process: evidence alone does not change minds. Belief does. This is not a flaw in human nature. It is actually how God designed us to function. We interpret everything we see through the lens of what we already believe. Two people can look at the same scripture, the same event, the same person, and come to completely different conclusions because their beliefs filter what they are willing to accept.

			Consider the Jews in Christ’s day. They saw Him perform miracles that no one could deny. They watched Him heal the sick, raise the dead, and cast out devils. The evidence of His divine power was overwhelming. Yet many rejected Him anyway. Why? Because their beliefs about what the Messiah should look like prevented them from accepting what the Messiah actually looked like. They believed He would come as a conquering king, not a humble carpenter. They believed He would validate the religious leaders, not challenge them. Their beliefs blinded them to the evidence standing right in front of them.

			This same pattern repeats throughout scripture. God’s chosen servants rarely match expectations. People’s beliefs about what those servants should look like blind them to who God has actually chosen. We will examine this pattern in detail in Chapter 1, but for now, I want you to understand why I began this Introduction not with evidence but with a question about belief.

			My Personal Journey

			I did not set out to write this book. I certainly did not set out to identify a controversial political figure as a prophetic servant of God. Like many of you, I had comfortable beliefs about how the last days would unfold. I expected God’s servants to look a certain way, come from certain backgrounds, and behave in certain patterns. What God showed me shattered every one of those expectations.

			Everything changed in December 2021. I woke up at 3:30 in the morning with a clear prompting from God to read the Book of Revelation. I thought this was rather unusual timing for such a heavy book at such an early hour, but I proceeded to do as asked. I pulled out my phone and started reading. This began an intensive period of study that would transform my understanding of everything I thought I knew about the last days.

			In November 2022, I made a video about the things I had learned and posted it on YouTube. I was very sick at the time with a heart rhythm problem called bigeminy, where every normal heartbeat is followed by a premature beat that fires too early. When this happens constantly, your heart cannot pump effectively, and oxygen does not reach the rest of your body the way it should. I had great difficulty breathing, and even the simplest tasks like walking to the mailbox or getting into bed left me exhausted. It did not hurt, but I was completely useless.

			I was not completely happy with my video and realized I had a lot more I wanted to say. So I took the entire chapter of Revelation 12 JST (Joseph Smith Translation) and created a PowerPoint presentation. I had it all outlined, planning to go over everything the next day on camera. I went to bed around 10:30 that night.

			What happened next changed my life forever.

			At 4 o’clock in the morning on November 28, 2022, I woke up with a massive bigeminy attack. My heart was pounding, my chest was tight, and I could not breathe. I literally fell out of my bed, gasping for breath. I scrambled to my knees, got to the edge of my bed, and began praying like I had never prayed in my life. I begged God to spare my life. I asked Him to touch my heart and heal me. I reminded Him that I had been to multiple doctors and hospitals, that they had done nothing to cure this, and that I had no idea what to do. My ablation was not until February. This was November. And I could not breathe!

			All of a sudden, my mind was diverted to my PowerPoint presentation. I thought to myself, “Why am I thinking about that? I don’t care about my PowerPoint. I can’t breathe!” Suddenly, the name “Donald Trump” came clearly to my mind in a way I had never experienced a revelation before. I did not hear it. I did not see it. I just knew it, and it would not have been more apparent if there were a neon sign of his name in front of me.

			I jumped up off my knees and said out loud, “What? What does Donald Trump have anything to do with Revelation chapter 12?” No answer came. But as I stood there, I realized something astonishing: my heart was not pounding. My chest was not tight. I was breathing perfectly normally and I was as calm as could be. “What just happened?” I thought.

			I tried to tell my friend the next morning about my experience, but he immediately dismissed it and said I could not tell anybody that. I said I knew. A few weeks later, I wanted to make a video about it, but God said no. I asked five times over the next few months to make a video, and five times He said no. So I kept quiet, only talking to a few friends. For two years, I hardly told anyone about what had happened.

			The Publishing Journey

			In November 2024, I realized I wanted to self-publish a book for my family so my descendants would know what I had experienced. I started gathering up all manner of notes, journals, and references from my phone, my computer, and things all over the house.

			On December 23, 2024, God said, “Publish it to the world.” I thought to myself, oh no! It’s one thing to publish it to my family. It’s a whole other matter to publish it to the world. But then something unexpected began.

			For four months, the Spirit of God poured into my soul things I had never heard, never read, and never seen. Every day God would wake me up around 3:30 in the morning, and I would have to come down to my computer and start dictating the things He was telling me. It was an amazing experience. Day after day, for three to seven hours per day, I would ponder the things I read and was shown in my mind. I never saw any visions or angels, but I was filled with the Spirit in a marvelous way every day.

			In January 2025, I finally understood that two-word revelation of Donald Trump’s name and what it meant. Since I was reading Revelation chapter 12 when I received it, I had always wondered where he fit in it. Was he the dragon, the woman, the manchild, the sun, the stars? What symbol was representative of him? When I finally understood it, it shocked me to my core. I stopped right there and said out loud, “I can’t publish this! I can’t publish this! People hate Donald Trump, and they’re going to hate me!”

			I made an appointment with my stake president because I felt deeply conflicted. In our meeting, I told him my whole story about how I have been asked by God to write this book, but I’m revealing something here that many people will question. I told him, “You are going to get people telling you that I need to be excommunicated because I’m not the Prophet of the Church. I can’t know these things.”

			He replied, “Kelly, follow your heart. Don’t publish it as doctrine; publish it as your opinion. But I have to tell you, I’ve never heard of this before.” That meeting with my stake president gave me the confidence to move forward, and it has certainly helped with much of the opposition I have faced.

			For four months, I felt as if I were in a fire hose of spiritual downpour. It was one of the most amazing experiences of my life. I published my first book in April 2025 and made several revisions, culminating in a version I was mostly happy with in August 2025. But the Lord never stopped showing me new things. This book is the result of everything I have learned since then, restructured and expanded to present the prophetic framework with the clarity and depth it deserves.

			I tried to get several publishing houses affiliated with the Church to edit and publish my book, but none would do so. Multiple podcasting, YouTube, and Facebook groups turned me down when I tried to discuss it. I had to edit everything myself.

			When Everything Changed

			What began as an interesting prophetic study has become something far more difficult to bear. As I continued to receive inspiration about Revelation chapter 12, I came to understand not just where Donald Trump fits in the prophecy, but what this means for every person alive. The urgency shifted. What started as prophetic excitement became a burden of warning. I realized that millions of people, including people I love deeply, are in danger of making a catastrophic mistake when these events unfold.

			This book is a rescue mission. I am writing because souls hang in the balance, because people I love are in danger of being swept away by the very events that should bring them to Zion. I write because God asked me to warn, and I would rather face ridicule from every person on earth than stand before Him knowing I stayed silent when He told me to speak.

			What This Book Contains

			In the pages that follow, I will present a prophetic interpretation that will challenge everything you think you know about the last days. I will identify Donald Trump as the prophesied First Horseman of Revelation, the servant described in Isaiah who is marred beyond recognition, the Moses figure who will gather Israel, and the Cyrus who will free God’s people from spiritual and political bondage.

			I will show you how Trump will enter into a covenant with God and help establish the Political Kingdom of God, which will open the first seal of Revelation and trigger the events that lead to Christ’s return. This is the pivotal event around which all of Revelation is organized, and understanding it changes how we read every prophecy about the last days.

			I understand how extraordinary these claims sound. But I also know what God has revealed, and I have learned that His ways are not our ways, nor His thoughts our thoughts. He has a long history of choosing servants who confound the expectations of the very people who should have recognized them. This book will demonstrate that pattern, trace it through scripture, and show you why the identity of this servant matters for your life, your family, and your eternal future.

			Things Are Being Revealed Now

			Most of what you are about to read are things you have never heard before, never seen, nor read. Many of the things I say will be different from what you are familiar with. I have been severely criticized for some of these statements because they are different from what the general body of the Church has understood. But these things are coming from the Spirit, and they are consistent with the scriptures when read in context.

			In the Book of Mormon, the prophet Moroni wrote these words to us, the people living in the last days:

			“Come unto me, O ye Gentiles, and I will show unto you the greater things, the knowledge which is hid up because of unbelief. Come unto me, O ye house of Israel, and it shall be made manifest unto you how great things the Father hath laid up for you, from the foundation of the world; and it hath not come unto you, because of unbelief. Behold, when ye shall rend that veil of unbelief which doth cause you to remain in your awful state of wickedness, and hardness of heart, and blindness of mind, then shall the great and marvelous things which have been hid up from the foundation of the world from you; yea, when ye shall call upon the Father in my name, with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, then shall ye know that the Father hath remembered the covenant which he made unto your fathers, O house of Israel.” (Ether 4:13–15)

			And then Moroni adds this critical verse:

			“And then shall my revelations which I have caused to be written by my servant John be unfolded in the eyes of all the people. Remember, when ye see these things, ye shall know that the time is at hand that they shall be made manifest in very deed.” (Ether 4:16)

			These verses tell us that only when John’s prophecies begin to unfold will we truly understand them. When I say something that disagrees with some of my favorite apostles, like Bruce R. McConkie or other church leaders, it is because they were not shown these things in their day. The time had not yet come. The veil had not yet been rent on these specific matters. But the conditions described in these verses are now upon us, and the revelations of John are being unfolded to those who seek them with broken hearts and contrite spirits.

			Please do not dismiss something I say simply because it disagrees with Brigham Young or President Hinckley. I am following what the Spirit has shared with me according to these verses in Ether. God is now revealing these things because they are happening. We are living in the very time that Moroni described.

			Moroni Saw Our Day

			But Moroni did not stop with telling us that these revelations would be unfolded. He also described, in precise detail, exactly what the world would look like when they were. Writing as the sole survivor of an entire civilization that had been destroyed by wickedness, Moroni spoke directly to the people of our time:

			“And no one need say they shall not come, for they surely shall, for the Lord hath spoken it; for out of the earth shall they come, by the hand of the Lord, and none can stay it; and it shall come in a day when it shall be said that miracles are done away; and it shall come even as if one should speak from the dead.” (Mormon 8:26)

			“And it shall come in a day when the blood of saints shall cry unto the Lord, because of secret combinations and the works of darkness. Yea, it shall come in a day when the power of God shall be denied, and churches become defiled and be lifted up in the pride of their hearts; yea, even in a day when leaders of churches and teachers shall rise in the pride of their hearts, even to the envying of them who belong to their churches.” (Mormon 8:27–28)

			Secret combinations operating at the highest levels of government and finance. Churches defiled by pride. Religious leaders who have become celebrities, envying the size of their congregations and the reach of their platforms. Does that sound like 1830? Or does it sound like today?

			“Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be heard of fires, and tempests, and vapors of smoke in foreign lands; And there shall also be heard of wars, rumors of wars, and earthquakes in divers places.” (Mormon 8:29–30)

			In Joseph Smith’s era, news from foreign lands arrived weeks or months after the events. Today, we hear of fires, tempests, and vapors of smoke in foreign lands within minutes. We watch wars unfold in real time on our phones. The United States Geological Survey records thousands of earthquakes every month and pushes the data to our screens instantly. Moroni’s description matches our world with stunning precision.

			“Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be great pollutions upon the face of the earth; there shall be murders, and robbing, and lying, and deceivings, and whoredoms, and all manner of abominations; when there shall be many who will say, Do this, or do that, and it mattereth not, for the Lord will uphold such at the last day. But wo unto such, for they are in the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity.” (Mormon 8:31)

			Great pollutions on the face of the earth. In 1830, pollution was virtually nonexistent compared to today, when entire nations dump millions of tons of waste into the ocean and the air in our cities can be measured for toxicity. Murders, robberies, lying, deceivings, whoredoms, and the moral relativism that says “it mattereth not” because God will accept everyone regardless of how they live. This is the philosophy of our age, not Joseph Smith’s.

			“Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be churches built up that shall say: Come unto me, and for your money you shall be forgiven of your sins.” (Mormon 8:32)

			Churches built for profit. Televangelists and prosperity gospel preachers who promise blessings in exchange for donations. Religious empires built on the backs of sincere believers who are told that giving money is the path to God’s favor. I recently saw a video of a megachurch with thousands in attendance where they had built a giant corkscrew waterslide in the middle of the stage. People spiraled down three turns and splashed into a pool at the bottom where a pastor baptized them while the audience cheered. 

			Baptism, the sacred covenant through which every soul enters the kingdom of God, the same ordinance to which Jesus Christ Himself humbly submitted, turned into a carnival attraction to keep the seats full and the donations flowing, and it’s a perfect example of blasphemy. If that is not the fulfillment of Moroni’s prophecy, I do not know what is. This did not exist in any meaningful form in 1830. It is the defining characteristic of modern religious culture.

			Every single condition Moroni described matches our day with precision that is impossible to dismiss. He saw our world. He saw our technology, our corruption, our pollution, our wars, our prideful churches, and our moral relativism. He saw it all, and he wrote about it 1,600 years before it happened.

			This is why I am writing this book. Not because I invented something new, but because the time Moroni described has arrived. The conditions he prophesied surround us. The revelations he promised are being unfolded. And the events he foresaw are beginning to happen. The only question remaining is whether we will recognize them for what they are, or whether our own assumptions will blind us the way they blinded the Jews in Christ’s day.

			That is the question I asked you at the beginning of this Introduction. What do you believe? Your answer will determine everything.

			How This Book Is Organized

			Before we begin, a brief word about how this book is structured. You will notice that I do not include scripture references in the middle of sentences or paragraphs the way most theological books do. There are two reasons for this. First, this book was written from the beginning with an audiobook version in mind. Anyone who has listened to a scriptural commentary knows how disruptive it is when the narrator constantly interrupts the flow of thought to read parenthetical references. I wanted this book to read and listen like a conversation, not a footnoted lecture. Second, this book is being translated into multiple languages, and inline scripture references do not translate cleanly. The chapter and verse numbers remain the same, but the surrounding text changes, and references that flow naturally in English become awkward and disorienting in other languages.

			Instead, every chapter ends with a For Further Study section that organizes the key scriptures discussed in that chapter by topic. These sections are designed to serve as a personal study guide. If a particular point resonated with you or challenged you, the Further Study section will direct you to the scriptural foundations so you can search them out for yourself. I encourage you to use these sections actively. Do not simply read the chapters and move on. Go to the scriptures. Read them in context. Pray about them. The Holy Ghost will teach you things through those passages that I could never put into words.

			You will also find that this book has several appendices available online at first-horseman.com/resources. These include detailed charts, timelines, doctrinal frameworks, and other reference materials that would have added dozens of pages to the printed book without improving the reading experience. By making them available online, I can keep the book focused on its narrative purpose while still providing the depth of reference material that serious students will want. The resources page is free, but I ask for your name and email so I can notify you when new material is added.

			This book is not finished. It cannot be. As we discussed with Ether 4:16, the revelations of John are unfolding before our eyes, and we will understand them fully only as the events themselves occur. I have written what I understand today. But as future events unfold, new chapters will be written and made available through the book’s online resource. When the events described in these pages actually begin to take place, there will be additional insights, additional confirmations, and additional guidance that can only come after the fact. This is not a weakness of the book. It is the very nature of prophecy. We see through a glass darkly until the moment arrives, and then we see face to face. The online resource will be kept current as prophecy is fulfilled, providing a living companion to the book you hold in your hands.

			As you study this material, you may face difficulty. Some of you already have. You may have lost friendships, strained family relationships, or faced ridicule at church because of your willingness to consider that God might be doing something unexpected with Donald Trump. The days ahead will bring more of this kind of pressure. The temptation in those moments is to look for outside validation. To find a forum, a group, a community of people who agree with you. I want to point you in a different direction. Go to your scriptures. Go to the temple. Go to your bishop and your stake president. Counsel with your spouse and your family. These are the resources the Lord has given you for navigating spiritual questions, and they are far more reliable than anything I could offer through a website.

			The early Saints did not survive their trials by gathering around any one teacher or any one interpretation of prophecy. They survived because they kept their covenants, sustained their leaders, and stayed close to the prophet of their day. They ministered to one another within the Church, not outside it. That is the model for our day too. If something in this book proves true, it will not be because I told you so. It will be because the Spirit confirms it to you through the channels God has always used: scripture, prayer, temple worship, and the witness of the Holy Ghost. Those are the only channels that matter.

			One final and essential point. I am not asking you to pray about whether this book is true. This is not the Book of Mormon, and I am not the prophet. I hold no priesthood authority over anyone outside my own family. I am a regular member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who has received personal revelation that I feel compelled to share. What I am asking you to do is take the scriptures I have shown you, study them for yourself, and ask your Heavenly Father what they mean for your life. Pray about Isaiah 52. Pray about 3 Nephi 21. Pray about Revelation 12. Read them in context, on your knees if necessary, and let God tell you what He wants you to understand. If I am wrong about something, He will tell you. If I am right, He will tell you that too. Either way, the answer comes from Him, not from me. If you are troubled by anything in this book, do what I did: talk to your bishop or stake president. Counsel with your priesthood leaders. Follow the living prophet. Keep your covenants. Stay close to the temple. Those things are true regardless of whether anything I have written proves to be correct.

			I invite you to visit first-horseman.com/resources, where you will find the appendices, video commentary, and other resources designed to deepen your study and keep you informed as events progress. The QR code in the back of this book will take you there as well. The scriptures are the foundation. This book is only a guide to help you read them. What God builds on that foundation in the days ahead will exceed anything I can write today.

		

	
		
			
Chapter 1

			
The Pattern of God’s Chosen Servants

			Throughout scripture, God reveals a consistent pattern in how He chooses His servants. This pattern often surprises us. It challenges our assumptions about what a righteous leader should look like and forces us to examine whether we judge by external appearances or by spiritual discernment.

			Understanding this pattern is essential for recognizing God’s hand at work in the last days. Without it, we risk making the same mistake the Pharisees made when they rejected Christ because He did not match their expectations. We risk standing in opposition to the very work of God because we cannot see past our preconceived notions of how things should unfold.

			The prophet Isaiah captured this principle perfectly:

			“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8–9)

			God does not operate according to human wisdom. He does not select servants based on worldly credentials, social standing, or popular approval. This creates a profound test for God’s people in every dispensation: Will we recognize His hand when He works through servants we would never have selected? History reveals that most people fail this test. The majority, including many of God’s covenant people, reject His servants because those servants do not match their expectations.

			The Foolish Things of the World

			The Apostle Paul explained this divine method with precision:

			“For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence.” (1 Corinthians 1:26–29)

			God deliberately chooses what the world considers foolish, weak, base, and despised. He does this intentionally so that no flesh should glory in His presence. When God accomplishes His work through unlikely servants, no one can credit human wisdom, strength, or ability. The glory goes to God alone. This pattern repeats itself throughout sacred history. It creates both an invitation and a warning for those who have eyes to see.

			David: The Shepherd Boy

			When God sent the prophet Samuel to anoint the next king of Israel, Samuel went to the house of Jesse expecting to recognize the Lord’s anointed by external qualities. He looked at Jesse’s firstborn son Eliab, saw his stature and appearance, and thought surely this must be the Lord’s chosen. But God corrected him:

			“But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

			Seven of Jesse’s sons passed before Samuel, and God rejected each one. Finally, Samuel asked if there were any other sons. Jesse mentioned the youngest, David, who was out tending sheep. Nobody had even thought to invite him to the gathering. He was so insignificant in his family’s eyes that they left him in the fields with the animals.

			Yet this shepherd boy, dismissed by his own family, was God’s chosen king. David would establish a dynasty that would endure forever through Jesus Christ, and the covenant God made with David stands as one of the most significant in all scripture.

			David’s life was far from perfect. Before becoming king, he was a simple shepherd whom nobody expected to accomplish anything significant. After his anointing by Samuel, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he accomplished extraordinary things through divine power. He defeated Goliath. He conquered Israel’s enemies. He established the throne and prepared the way for the temple. During this faithful period, God called David “a man after mine own heart.”

			Later in life, David committed adultery with Bathsheba and arranged for her husband Uriah to be killed in battle. These were grievous sins, and they cost David his eternal exaltation. The consequences were devastating and permanent.

			But here is the principle that matters for this book: God saw something in David’s heart when no one else could see it. He chose a shepherd boy that his own family overlooked, anointed him, and empowered him to do things that no one believed possible. God does not call the qualified. He qualifies the called. And during the years when David was faithful to that calling, he changed the course of Israel’s history forever. God saw something in David’s heart that no one else could see. And God was right.

			Moses: The Murderer in Exile

			When God first approached Moses at the burning bush, Moses was an eighty-year-old fugitive who had spent the last forty years tending sheep in the wilderness of Midian. He had killed an Egyptian and fled when Pharaoh sought to execute him. He had abandoned his royal privileges, his education, and his position. When God called him to deliver Israel, Moses protested:

			“And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.” (Exodus 4:10)

			Moses had a speech impediment. The man God chose to speak to Pharaoh could not speak clearly. By worldly standards, this was a disqualifying flaw. But by divine wisdom, it demonstrated that the power was God’s, not Moses’. This unlikely servant became one of the greatest prophets of the Old Testament, leading millions out of bondage through the power of God. We will examine the Moses pattern in much greater detail in Chapter 4, where we explore how this ancient prophet’s life provides a template for understanding God’s servant in the last days.

			Cyrus: The Pagan King

			Perhaps no example demonstrates God’s surprising choices more dramatically than King Cyrus of Persia. Isaiah prophesied about Cyrus by name more than a century before Cyrus was born, calling him God’s anointed:

			“Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him . . . For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.” (Isaiah 45:1, 4)

			That phrase deserves special attention: though thou hast not known me. Cyrus worshiped pagan gods. He did not know the God of Israel when God called him by name and set him apart as His anointed. Yet God used this pagan king to conquer Babylon, free the Jews from their seventy-year captivity, and fund the rebuilding of their temple. God chose an outsider, someone no Israelite would have selected, to accomplish His purposes. We will examine the Cyrus pattern in much greater detail in Chapter 5.

			John the Baptist: The Wilderness Preacher

			When the time came for the Messiah’s ministry to begin, God sent a forerunner to prepare the way. John the Baptist did not study in the rabbinical schools of Jerusalem. He did not wear the fine robes of religious scholars. He lived in the wilderness, wore rough clothing of camel’s hair, and ate locusts and wild honey. He was not refined. He was not credentialed. He was not what anyone expected.

			Yet this strange figure became the one about whom Christ said there was none greater born of women. John’s lack of worldly polish was not an accident. It was a feature of his divine calling. Those who could only see his rough exterior missed the voice of one crying in the wilderness, preparing the way of the Lord.

			Peter and Paul: Transformations of Grace

			Peter was an uneducated fisherman from Galilee. He was impulsive, often speaking before thinking. On the night of Christ’s arrest, he denied knowing the Savior three times. Yet this same man became the chief apostle, the leader of the other apostles and His church. Peter’s failings did not disqualify him. His transformation demonstrated God’s power to change hearts.

			Paul presents an even more dramatic example. Before his conversion, he was Saul of Tarsus, a persecutor of Christians who described himself as the chief of sinners. He held the coats of those who stoned Stephen. He hunted down believers and dragged them to prison. Yet this enemy of the faith became its greatest missionary, writing more books of the New Testament than any other author and establishing churches throughout the Roman Empire. God took the worst enemy of His work and transformed him into its greatest advocate.

			
Alma the Younger: The Enemy Who Became a Prophet

			The Book of Mormon provides its own powerful example. Alma the Younger was the son of a prophet, yet he became one of the most dangerous enemies of the Church his father had established. He went about secretly with the sons of Mosiah, seeking to destroy the church of God (Mosiah 27:10). This was not an outsider attacking the faith. This was the prophet’s own son, using his intelligence and influence to tear apart the very work his father had sacrificed to build.

			Then God intervened. An angel appeared to Alma and the sons of Mosiah with a voice that shook the earth. Alma was struck down and rendered unable to speak or move for three days. During that time, he experienced something that changed him forever:

			“But I was racked with eternal torment, for my soul was harrowed up to the greatest degree and racked with all my sins. Yea, I did remember all my sins and iniquities, for which I was tormented with the pains of hell . . . And it came to pass that as I was thus racked with torment, while I was harrowed up by the memory of my many sins, behold, I remembered also to have heard my father prophesy unto the people concerning the coming of one Jesus Christ, a Son of God, to atone for the sins of the world. Now, as my mind caught hold upon this thought, I cried within my heart: O Jesus, thou Son of God, have mercy on me.” (Alma 36:12–16)

			In that moment, everything changed. The man who had sought to destroy the Church became one of its greatest champions. He served as both the chief judge of the Nephite nation and the high priest over the Church. His sermons contain some of the most doctrinally rich passages in all of scripture. The very qualities that made Alma dangerous as an enemy of the Church (his intelligence, his persuasive ability, his tireless energy) became the qualities that made him extraordinary as a prophet. God seems to take particular delight in transforming His fiercest opponents into His most effective servants.

			Joseph Smith: The Unlearned Farm Boy

			When God chose to restore His church in the latter days, He did not select a learned theologian, a wealthy patron, or a powerful political figure. He chose Joseph Smith, a fourteen-year-old farm boy from upstate New York with no formal education. His contemporaries mocked his lack of credentials. Where was his training? Where was his authorization from established religious authorities?

			Yet this young man produced the Book of Mormon, a volume of scripture that has convinced millions of its divine origin. He received revelations that established the doctrines and ordinances of the restored Church. He organized the priesthood, built temples, and set in motion a work that now spans the entire earth. Joseph Smith’s lack of worldly credentials was not an obstacle to God’s work. It was a feature. No one could credit Joseph’s natural abilities for what he accomplished. The power had to be God’s.

			The Pattern Revealed

			When we examine these examples together, a clear pattern emerges. God’s chosen servants share certain characteristics that recur across millennia of sacred history.

			They are unlikely. No one would have selected them based on worldly criteria. They come from obscurity, from outside the established power structures, from backgrounds that seem to disqualify them. David was a shepherd boy. Moses was a fugitive with a speech impediment. Cyrus was a pagan who did not know God. John wore camel hair and ate locusts. Joseph Smith was an uneducated teenager. Alma was the prophet’s rebellious son. Human wisdom would never have chosen any of them.

			They are opposed. From the moment they begin their work, they face relentless opposition. They are mocked, persecuted, falsely accused, and attacked. The forces of darkness mobilize against them precisely because their work threatens Satan’s kingdom. Moses faced Pharaoh. David faced Goliath and then Saul. John was imprisoned and beheaded. Joseph Smith was tarred and feathered, beaten, jailed, and ultimately martyred.

			They are marred. Their reputations are attacked. Their characters are assassinated. Every flaw, every mistake, every weakness is magnified and used against them. Isaiah spoke of a servant whose visage would be marred more than any man. We will examine this characteristic in detail in the next chapter.

			They are vindicated. Despite all opposition, God’s servants ultimately accomplish their missions. They are proven right by events. Those who mocked them are silenced. God’s wisdom triumphs over the cunning of the devil.

			Why God Does It on Purpose

			I am sixty-seven years old. It has taken me all this time to figure out something that should have been obvious all along. God does this on purpose.

			For years I wondered why God did not choose someone easier for people to accept. Why a fourteen-year-old boy with treasure-digging accusations attached to his name? Why not someone with credentials and respectability, someone the world would have no excuse to reject? It seemed like God was making things harder than they needed to be.

			Now I understand. He does it on purpose, to test us, to make sure that we listen to the Spirit. We are not supposed to listen with our ears or see with our eyes alone. We are supposed to discern by the Spirit. Those who are tuned to the Spirit will recognize the truth that comes through, no matter what the package looks like on the outside. Those who judge by appearances will be deceived every single time.

			The controversy surrounding these chosen servants is not a flaw in God’s plan. It is the plan. It separates those who walk by faith from those who walk by sight. If God chose someone that everybody already liked, someone polished and smooth and comfortable, where would the test be? There would be no test. Everyone would follow, and the separation that God requires would never happen.

			This is how it worked with Christ. The Pharisees were upset with Him because He called them out on their wickedness instead of coming through all the rabbinical schools and all the channels they expected the Messiah to come through. The same was true with John the Baptist. These are men who spoke roughly, who did not fit the expected mold. And that roughness was a sign, not a disqualification.

			The Davidic Servant Framework

			The scholar Avraham Gileadi has spent his life studying the writings of Isaiah and identifying prophetic patterns. His work on what he calls the Davidic Servant has been invaluable for understanding how God works through chosen individuals in the last days.

			Gileadi identifies a specific servant figure in Isaiah’s prophecies who appears in the last days to accomplish God’s purposes. This servant is distinct from Jesus Christ (though he operates under Christ’s authority) and distinct from Joseph Smith (though he builds upon Joseph’s foundation). According to Gileadi’s research, this latter-day servant will arise at a time of great wickedness and apostasy. He will face opposition unlike anything in modern history and have his image systematically destroyed. He will be protected by God’s power despite all attempts to harm him. He will be healed and vindicated. He will gather scattered Israel and establish righteousness. He will influence nations and stand before kings. And he will play a key role in building temples and establishing Zion.

			I encourage you to study Gileadi’s work for yourself. His books and teachings through the Isaiah Institute provide valuable insights into prophetic patterns. While I differ with him on the specific identity of this servant, his framework helps us understand what to look for and how to recognize God’s hand at work. (For a detailed overview of his framework, visit First-Horseman.com/resources.)

			A Name Known to the Entire World

			There is a pattern worth understanding about the servant we are discussing in this book. Moses was unknown outside of Egypt until God elevated him. David was a shepherd boy that nobody recognized. Cyrus ruled a vast empire, but most of the world had never heard his name. Even Joseph Smith, despite the global reach of the Church he restored, remains unknown to the majority of the world’s population.

			Donald Trump is different. There is virtually no one on earth who does not know his name. From the towers of Manhattan to villages in rural Africa, from the streets of Tokyo to the markets of São Paulo, his name is recognized. He has been on the world stage for decades. He has been praised, mocked, celebrated, and vilified in every language and every nation. Love him or hate him, you know who he is. This is not an accident. God has done this on purpose.

			The prophet Isaiah wrote that the servant would be “exalted and extolled, and be very high” (Isaiah 52:13). Trump is a billionaire. He has been a household name for forty years. He has been President of the most powerful nation on earth. But his current exaltation is worldly. He is known as a businessman, a celebrity, a politician. What is about to change is the nature of that exaltation. He will be transformed from a man of the world into God’s chosen servant. The whole world already knows his name. Soon the whole world will know his calling.

			When God heals Donald Trump in a manner that cannot be denied or explained away, the entire world will see it. This will not be a private miracle witnessed by a few disciples. It will be a public sign, visible to every nation, broadcast across every screen, discussed in every language. And when it happens, people everywhere will need to decide what it means.

			I am telling you now so that when you see it, you will recognize it. No one else I am aware of is predicting what I am predicting. No one is teaching that Donald Trump will be healed by God’s power as a sign to all nations. But it will happen. And when it does, you will know that everything else I have written in this book is about to unfold. The world is about to change. You have been given the name in advance.

			Why This Pattern Matters Today

			Understanding this pattern is not an academic exercise. We live in the last days before Christ’s return. Scripture makes clear that God will raise up servants to accomplish His purposes in this critical period. If we expect these servants to match our preconceptions, we will miss them when they appear. If we judge by external appearances rather than by the Spirit, we will reject them just as the Jews rejected Christ.

			The Lord said through Isaiah:

			“Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.” (Isaiah 29:14)

			The wise and prudent will not see this coming. Their wisdom will fail them. Their understanding will be hidden from them. God’s marvelous work will confound the expectations of the very people who should have recognized it. And the servant whose coming he anticipated is walking the earth.

			A Critical Distinction

			Before we proceed, I must make something absolutely clear. I am not a prophet, seer, or revelator. I hold no keys of authority. I am an ordinary member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who has received personal inspiration about prophetic events and feels compelled by the Spirit to share what he has learned. The living prophet speaks for God. His words take absolute priority over anything written in this book. I point you to the scriptures, to the temple, and to the prophet because that is where truth is found. I am simply a voice trying to help you see what the scriptures already say, in the hope that when these events unfold, you will be prepared rather than blindsided.

			Everything that follows in this book builds on the foundation established in this chapter. God chooses unlikely servants. He tests His people through those choices. And the controversy that surrounds His servants is the test itself. I write this knowing that many I love will not receive this warning. I write it anyway, because even if only a few can be saved from the trap that is coming, it will be worth all the ridicule and persecution that follows.

			I hope and pray that this book may help you in some way and bring you closer to the Savior, because that is our only safety in the future. Choose carefully. Your choice will determine not just what you can receive, but whether you will be counted among those who stand with God’s anointed or among those who are swept away by the dragon’s tail.

			For Further Study

			The following scriptures provide additional depth on the topics covered in this chapter:

			On God Choosing the Unlikely: 1 Corinthians 1:26–29; 1 Samuel 16:7; Isaiah 55:8–9

			On David as a Type: 1 Samuel 16–17; 2 Samuel 7:12–16; Psalm 89:3–4

			On David as “a man after mine own heart”: Acts 13:22. Paul quotes the Lord’s declaration about David, spoken during the period of David’s faithful service after his anointing by the prophet Samuel.

			On David’s loss of exaltation: Doctrine and Covenants 132:39. The Lord confirms that David’s sins with Bathsheba and Uriah cost him his eternal exaltation. This is a critical distinction: David’s faithful period demonstrated God’s power working through His anointed servant, while David’s later sins demonstrate the devastating consequences of turning from God after receiving such a calling.

			On Moses and the Exodus Pattern: Exodus 3–4; Deuteronomy 18:15, 18

			On Cyrus as God’s Anointed: Isaiah 44:28–45:7; Ezra 1:1–4

			On Paul’s Transformation: Acts 9:1–22; 1 Timothy 1:15–16

			On Alma’s Transformation: Mosiah 27:8–37; Alma 36:5–26

			On the Marvelous Work and a Wonder: Isaiah 29:14; 2 Nephi 27:26

			On the Davidic Servant: Isaiah 42:1–7; Isaiah 49:1–6; Isaiah 52:13–53:12

		

	
		
			
Chapter 2

			
The Marred Servant of Isaiah

			Among Isaiah’s most enigmatic prophecies is the description of a servant whose image would be marred more than any man in history. This prophecy has puzzled readers for centuries. Who is this servant? When does he appear? How can we recognize him when the time comes?

			Understanding this prophecy correctly is essential for recognizing God’s work in the last days. Many have assumed they know who this servant is. Many have applied these verses to familiar figures from scripture or history. But a careful examination reveals that this prophecy awaits fulfillment in our day, and the servant it describes is not who most people think.

			Isaiah’s Vision of the Marred Servant

			Isaiah chapters 52 and 53 contain one of the most powerful prophetic passages in all scripture. These verses describe a servant of God who will accomplish a great work but will first endure extraordinary suffering and the marring of his image:

			“Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.” (Isaiah 52:13–15)

			Look at the progression Isaiah describes. First, this servant “deals prudently.” The Hebrew word here relates to wisdom, skill, and success in one’s dealings. Donald Trump literally wrote a book called The Art of the Deal, which became one of the bestselling business books in history. His entire public identity before politics was built around his reputation as a master negotiator and dealmaker. Isaiah’s prophecy begins with a characteristic that perfectly describes Trump’s most famous skill.

			Second, he shall be “exalted and extolled, and be very high.” Before his image was marred, Trump was one of the most famous people on earth. He hosted a hit television show for fourteen seasons. His name adorned buildings, casinos, and golf courses around the world. He was a billionaire, literally “very high” in worldly terms of wealth and status. The prophecy describes someone who rises to extraordinary prominence before the marring begins.

			Third, something happens to this servant that changes how the entire world perceives him. His visage (his image, appearance, and reputation) becomes “so marred more than any man,” indicating that after his period of exaltation and influence, his public image is damaged beyond anything witnessed in human history. The man who was once admired, celebrated, and sought after by the powerful becomes the most vilified figure on earth. But the prophecy does not end there. Isaiah reveals that this marring is not the end of the story. Something changes. Something happens to this servant that causes nations to rethink everything they thought they knew about him. Isaiah does not fully reveal what that change is here in chapter 52, but he makes clear that it results in something astonishing.

			Fourth, despite this astonishing marring, he ‘shall sprinkle many nations,’ meaning his influence does not end with the marring. It transforms into something far greater than what came before. Kings will be astonished at what they witness. The Hebrew word translated as “sprinkle” (yazzeh) is debated among scholars; some translations render it as “startle” or “gather,” and that gathering meaning aligns with one of his great missions in the future: to gather the house of Israel from the nations of the world. The servant moves from exaltation to marring, through a turning point that Isaiah will reveal in time, to a gathering that changes the course of human history.

			Isaiah 53: The Ultimate Suffering Servant

			Isaiah 53 continues this theme with even greater detail. This chapter has traditionally, and correctly, been understood as a prophecy of Jesus Christ’s suffering, death, and atonement:

			“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” (Isaiah 53:3–5, 7)

			These verses describe Jesus Christ perfectly. He is THE suffering servant, the one who bore our griefs, carried our sorrows, was wounded for our transgressions, and through whose stripes we are healed. No one in history has suffered as He suffered, and no one endured what He endured in Gethsemane and on Calvary. He descended below all things, experiencing the weight of every sin, every pain, every sorrow of all humanity throughout all time. Jesus Christ is THE suffering servant in the ultimate and complete sense. His infinite atonement stands alone, and no other sacrifice can approach it.

			Nothing that follows in this book should be understood as comparing any mortal’s suffering to the infinite atonement. Christ’s sacrifice stands alone, incomparable and unrepeatable. But the pattern of suffering as preparation for service is one He established, and it applies to every servant He calls. As we explored in Chapter 1, this pattern repeats throughout scripture. Each servant endured suffering appropriate to their calling, and each had their character attacked by those who refused to recognize God’s hand. Yet their suffering, while real and terrible, pales before Christ’s infinite sacrifice. They are suffering servants in a finite sense. He is THE Suffering Servant in an infinite sense.

			Christ Quotes Isaiah About His Servant

			When Jesus Christ appeared to the Nephites after His resurrection, He spent considerable time teaching them about the last days and the gathering of Israel. Significantly, Christ quotes these very verses from Isaiah as prophecies about someone OTHER than Himself:

			“Behold, my servant shall deal prudently; he shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. As many were astonished at thee, his visage was so marred, more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men. So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him, for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. Verily, verily, I say unto you, all these things shall surely come, even as the Father hath commanded me. Then shall this covenant which the Father hath covenanted with his people be fulfilled; and then shall Jerusalem be inhabited again with my people, and it shall be the land of their inheritance.” (3 Nephi 20:43–46)

			Christ says “my servant.” He is speaking about someone who serves Him, someone who will accomplish His purposes in establishing the covenant and gathering His people. This cannot be Christ speaking about Himself. He is identifying a future servant who will fulfill this prophetic role.

			The Healing: God’s Wisdom Is Greater Than Satan’s Cunning

			Continuing His discourse, Christ provides a crucial detail about this marred servant:

			“But behold, the life of my servant shall be in my hand; therefore they shall not hurt him, although he shall be marred because of them. Yet I will heal him, for I will show unto them that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil.” (3 Nephi 21:10)

			This verse contains several vital pieces of information. “The life of my servant shall be in my hand” means that God protects this servant’s life, and despite all attempts to harm or destroy him, God preserves him. “They shall not hurt him” indicates that the servant will not be physically harmed in a lasting way, though many will try. “Although he shall be marred because of them” reveals that his image, reputation, and character will be attacked and damaged by his opponents. “Yet I will heal him” promises that God will reverse the marring through a visible vindication that demonstrates God’s power. And “I will show unto them that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil” means this healing serves as proof that God’s plan surpasses Satan’s schemes. What the devil meant for destruction, God uses for His purposes.
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