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	To my wife and children,


	 


	and a safer world


	 


	for them and all.




Preface


	Bioweapons are the greatest threat humanity has ever faced.


	 


	It is certain that various countries have very advanced gain-of-function biolabs in place. They justify their bioweapon programs as defense against other countries’ gain-of-function bioweapons.


	 


	The transmissibility of a virus is how easily it can spread. The lethality of a virus is how effectively it kills.


	 


	A virus that spreads easily but kills few might be part of a wider plan, resulting in an extinction-level threat to mankind—this must be taken more seriously. That is the terrifying scenario of this brief novella, written for one reason: 


	 


	Bioweapons are the greatest threat humanity has ever faced.


	 


	— Stefan Köbi
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	1950’s


	“You’re early.”


	“Yes, ma’am. He called for me and I would never want to keep him waiting.”


	“Come with me.”


	He followed the secretary while hoping to go home to his family that evening. He had seen firsthand what happened to anyone who was not 100% loyal to the Great Leader.


	“Sir, the Commander is here.”


	“Come in, come in. How was your trip?”


	“It went very well, thank you, sir. It is my great pleasure to see you again and to be at your service.”


	The Leader discussed the Great Victory and praised the Commander’s commitment and leadership. They toasted their military prowess and lit up fine cigars. They discussed the long journey they had endured to come to this position of power; the early days, battles fought, friends lost. Finally, the Leader motioned for the Commander to pull his chair closer. Then he spoke softly.


	“As always, my friend, we must plan for the future. We have done well by looking ahead months or years, and my government will continue to do so. But we must think out further, much further, and that is why I’ve called you here.


	“Our tremendous success, our very way of life, is in the best interest of humanity. In the very long term, those countries, those governments, that come to see and accept this will become our allies and eventually be brought into our fold. But those who do not, those who refuse to accept our demonstrated superiority, they will be the problem.


	“We have suffered great loss in the bloody wars. While our fighters die for our cause with dignity and pride, the deep sadness of their families and brothers in arms troubles me, and more importantly to lose highly trained men is a poor strategy.


	“We know too well the devastation of war. Wherever battles are waged, buildings are leveled, industry destroyed, roads, railways and airports rendered unusable. All of this infrastructure needs to be rebuilt, which can take many decades to accomplish, if it is accomplished at all. Our financial advisors believe that the health of our economy will eventually rely on the economies of other countries, and theirs on ours. And so I deduce that taking control of these countries without physical destruction is a necessity.


	“It will be tempting to consider retraining these foreign populations; it is not a question of skills but a matter of heart, of embracing our beliefs and philosophies. This unfortunately would take generations and still may not succeed, with uprising and revolt almost certain. Our people, on the other hand, love and respect our beliefs and philosophies.


	“And so I have come to the rational conclusion that it is in humanity’s best interest for our Great Country to have, in the long term, the ability to quickly take over other countries by eliminating their population without damage to physical assets. Our reliance on those assets will be met by advance training of our people in the required roles. Therefore, one facet of our plan must be to greatly increase our population, and to develop and maintain the social structure to train our citizens in these functions.


	“But… there is a missing link in this strategy. We possess no weapon to eliminate a population without destruction. That is why you are here today. There has been talk of nuclear detonations that spread radioactivity without enough explosive yield to destroy buildings; or of pseudo-natural weapons such as forced flooding. So because of your vast experience in tactics of warfare, and because your loyalty is without question, I ask you now to share your thoughts and advice on this matter of great strategic importance.”


	The Commander drew deeply on his cigar, letting the gravity of the moment sink in. His eyes moved slowly from desk to floor to wall and back to desk. Then he looked the Great Leader in the eye and spoke.


	“Sir, man-made environmental events such as flooding are ineffective. They only eliminate a percentage of the population, and then our armies are left to finish the job while hampered by the very event we unleashed. In addition, these events do substantial damage to the physical assets we desire.


	“Radioactive weapons depend too heavily on weather patterns and have limited range. As a result, many dozens or hundreds of such weapons must be deployed, depending on the geographic size of the target. They are typically destructive within a narrow radius and so cause some physical damage. They will not come close to eliminating an entire population, so again our fighters must mop up what’s left but this time dealing with high levels of radioactivity. And once the job is complete, the region may be uninhabitable for a substantial period of time.


	“Chemical weapons have similar limitations. The spread of a toxic gas depends on the winds, would require many release points, and will not be fully successful. While the compounds can be designed to degrade in toxicity over days or weeks, we are still left to invade the substantial remaining population.”


	He paused again. He could not believe what he was about to suggest.


	“A well-engineered disease could avoid all of these problems. Once released into a population, as long as it doesn’t kill each host too quickly, the disease can be passed on to other hosts. Eventually the population will succumb and the disease will fade out. Of course, our people will need to be protected, preferably by designing a disease that does not affect them.


	“Sir, only an engineered disease will meet our objectives.”
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	T minus 15 years


	Than arrived early to prepare for the weekly meeting of the Defense Council. Maybe today would be the day.


	How odd that planning for war, for utter death and destruction, can be just another desk job, he thought.


	Decades ago, he was deeply disappointed by his assignment to the military rather than medical school. From his earliest studies in biology, he was mesmerized by the human body’s response to viruses. His studies focused on human disease and especially virology, to the level that a pre-med student could guide their own future. In medical school, he knew he’d be able to research the mechanisms by which viruses hijack cells for reproduction.
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