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ARIES - THE ASTROLOGY OF THE SOUL AND PERSONALITY


Aries – The Ram
March 21 - April 20

INTRODUCTION

The spectrum of Man’s consciousness is vast. We are faintly becoming aware that there are states of awareness on this planet as high above those of ‘average’ man as his are above that of a domesticated animal, and that every man has the potential within him to embrace such elevated states. The attainment of them forms part of what is called Esoteric Sciences.

The growing acceptance of Esoteric Astrology parallels the growth of Man’s mind. His increasing awareness embraces not only new viewpoints as to the structure of the universe about him, but also new concepts about his own place in the order of things. The expanded mind of nineteenth century man would no longer accept Genesis or the current teachings that placed Man’s origin in time as being 4,000 B.C. Darwinism and the discoveries of Gregor Mendel concerning inheritance of characteristics altered all that.

The best way to appreciate Esoteric Astrology is to see it as an integral part of Ancient Wisdom. The totality of the Wisdom of the Ages brought into being such giant projects as the Great Pyramid of Giza, which was already old 50,000 years ago—an edifice which was but one of many which expressed outwardly the Inner Mysteries which were unveiled only to the privileged few in each developing civilisation.

To the enlightened, our universe is seen as an immense cosmic Entity, a sentient Being in Whom man but lives and moves and has his being. No less is the tiniest atom a sentient point within the consciousness of the Cosmic Logos.* When we speak of a planet, a fixed star, a galaxy and even greater units, we are referring in Esoteric Astrology to vast celestial Beings whose consciousnesses flood us all constantly, benignly or malevolently according to the various factors present.

* See The Seven Postulates of Ancient Wisdom, in The Jewel In The Lotus by Dr. Douglas Baker.

Astronomy is the study of the anatomy of the universe . . . a Cosmic Entity. The giant radio and visual telescopes plot the structures of His parts. Astrology, on the other hand, deals with the effects that the anatomical parts of the celestial Beings have on each other. Astrology is therefore concerned with the physiology of the universe. Orthodox astrology is concerned with the physiological effects of celestial structures upon that tiny, short-lived group of ‘cells’ in the body of the Cosmic entity which we call Humanity. Esoteric Astrology tries to understand the interaction of great cosmic entities with each other and studies the long-term effects which their interplay has upon the human race and its home, the planet Earth.

Esoteric Astrology is more concerned with the indwelling Life of a form rather than its personality, and with whether the form expresses the life’s purpose rather than with its aggrandisement or analysis. The working out of cosmic laws, like the Law of Karma and Rebirth and the Law of Synthesis, are deemed of more import for they fashion the destiny of the sum-total of Man rather than a fragment of him, such as the manifesting personality of one little life within the great immortal Life of a human monad. Esoteric Astrology is concerned with the personality only from the point of view of bringing it into alignment with the Soul, the Higher Self and its purpose.

Esoteric Astrology intimately incorporates Esoteric Psychology, which differs from orthodox psychology (though not existential psychology) in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of Man. Non-esoteric psychology considers Man’s behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment with which he is born and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that Man possesses a higher nature—an eternal, immortal and enduring part of him. Spiritual integrity depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling spiritual Nature.

HOW ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY DIFFERS FROM ORTHODOX ASTROLOGY

Man is a magnetic field at all levels—physically, etherically, astrally, mentally, etc. He lives within the magnetic field of the earth, as he has done for centuries. Dividing the earth’s magnetism into twelve segments in relation to ourselves, we have the twelve houses relevant to the science of astrology. Moving through these houses, 24 hours a day, in each day, are the huge magnetic fields impressed on us by the Fixed Stars and those constellations of stars known as the Zodiac, the influences of which are tremendous. Then there are also the magnetic fields of the planets within our own solar system which reach us mainly through our inner bodies and aura, and they change in relation to each other and to us every day.

When these fields affect our personalities through the lower three (the physical, the astral and the mental), we call this Orthodox or Exoteric Astrology. However, when these forces reach us through our souls (and their action may be spread over many lives), we call this Esoteric Astrology—the astrology of the Soul. Thus, Esoteric Astrology is concerned with:


	
The Soul’s progress and its opportunity to express itself in this particular life.



	
Factors which affect the personality from within and from previous lives, through the mechanism of the Law of Cause and Effect or Karma.



	
The unfoldment of the egoic lotus, for the Soul of man is said to be likened by the Masters of the Wisdom to an unfolding lotus of three tiers of petals.





The drawing below depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven Head Centres of “The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.” He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-Star, the Star of Mercury and the Star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind), as symbolised by the mirror, onto the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth . . .
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From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.

He points (the finger of God) at the new Age, and energy follows thought.

Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades, worn as a seven-starred necklace overlying His Throat Centre.


	
Our Sun lies over His Heart Centre and radiates out its note of Love-Wisdom . . .



	
From the point of Love within the Heart of God



	
Let Love stream forth into the hearts of men.



	
May Christ return to Earth.





The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains at its centre the Sign of Christos.

The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest.
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ARIES, THE RAM
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“Nothing exists nor happens in the visible sky that is not sensed in some hidden moment by the faculties of Earth and Nature.”

—Kepler in his De Siella Nova


“I am certain that the celestial bodies have in them certain influences besides heat and light.”

—Francis Bacon

“Whatever is born or done this moment of time has the qualities of this moment of time.”

—Carl G. Jung

“It almost seems as though we are moving through a series of scientific fantasies to a proof of ancient beliefs.”

—Sir Bernard Lovell

 



ARIES THE RAM 
BY NORMAN GRADWELL

Aries is the beginning. It is the simple assertion—I AM. It represents rude energy as found in the vigorous and powerful. The Aries native is a pioneer in the realms of thought and action, though more idealistic than practical.

He forges his way through life with daring aggressiveness, caring little for the feelings of others. But for what he lacks in patience, politeness and courtesy, he gains in dauntless courage, enthusiasm and zeal.

He is not adapted to work requiring patient application over a long period, but prefers to make the plans, set things going and leave the details for others to fill in.

Self-reliant, energetic and impulsive, he often makes the greatest progress when encountered with opposition.

Aries is indeed a grand fighter. Frank, honest and above-board, he has a love of justice. He also loves approbation and is tireless in his efforts to gain it. But he will not be driven.

As a sign of beginnings, it likes new ideas and new movement. Candid, rash and brave, the Aries native is often boastful of his own achievements and has a tendency to exaggerate in order to achieve effect and call attention to what he is saying.

He is generous because he does not want to be cluttered up with possessions. He is neither sentimental nor attached to things, like a good soldier who refuses to load himself with loot, not because he has any moral objection to looting, but because he does not wish to be impeded by it.

Tough, rampageous, noisy, as a child he should be allowed to work off his spirits in sport and outdoor games, etc. Wilful and headstrong when young, most Arians fail to achieve the necessary caution even in mature life. Hasty speech or lack of discretion often prompted by indignation, lands him in trouble.

Quick to resent abuse or imposition, he does not, however, bear a grudge for long and is always prepared to patch up the past and start anew.

He is quick to fall in love and makes a loyal, hard-working husband, provided a correct choice has been made. A lengthy engagement is advisable when astrological advice is not available.

In matters of health, the Aries natives are blessed with a sound constitution. They are usually well-built with powerful shoulders, but they are particularly vulnerable to head injuries. Aries rules the head and the suprarenal glands which are situated just above the kidneys.

These glands are well developed in the Arian, pouring into the blood system secretions of the powerful substance known as adrenalin, which is responsible for arousing the sympathetic nervous system as a very necessary precursor to bodily effort in times of stress. This gives him his immense fighting spirit and indomitable courage.

The Arian is best at the head of things where he can lead and direct others. Arians are found among architects, designers, train drivers, bus drivers, travellers, butchers, soldiers, guides and explorers.
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THE SUPRARENAL GLANDS

THESE TWO ENDOCRINE GLANDS SIT LIKE A PAIR OF FRENCH COCKED HATS ON TOP OF THE KIDNEYS (SEE DIAGRAM). THEY ARE COMPRISED OF TWO PARTS AND THEREFORE HAVE MIXED RULERSHIP. THERE IS THE OUTER ZONE, CALLED THE CORTEX, AND THE INNER ZONE CALLED THE MEDULLA. THE CORTEX PRODUCES THE ADRENO-CORTICOIDS. THESE ARE HORMONES WHICH ARE LINKED TO A VARIETY OF FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING THE EXCRETION OF MINERALS OR THEIR RETENTION BY THE KIDNEY. THIS GROUP OF HORMONES FALLS UNDER THE DOMINION OF URANUS AND THE SEVENTH RAY. THE MEDULLA PRODUCES ADRENALINE WHICH IS UNDER THE DOMINION OF MARS, WHICH RULES BLOOD SUGAR AND THEREFORE IS ASSOCIATED ALSO WITH THE PANCREAS. THE PLANET MERCURY IS THE ESOTERIC RULER OF ARIES AND RULES THE SUPRARENALS THROUGH THE EFFECT ADRENALINE, THE HORMONE PRODUCED BY THESE GLANDS, HAS ON THE NERVOUS SYSTEM.

Douglas M. Baker



Metallurgy comes under the rulership of Aries, and natives of this sign are commonly found in the iron and steel industry but also in any occupation associated with metals.
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ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY - ARIES

by Considerator

CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE BORN UNDER THE SIGN OF ARIES.

PHYSICAL

In the physical body, Aries corresponds to the head and particularly to the motor impulses that arise in the brain and actuate the muscles. Aries corresponds to the instinct of self-assertion and pugnacity, whether manifested in an individual or in a collective way through various forms of conflict, from primitive hand-to-hand combat, to the duel and so up the scale to war between nations.

But the energy of Aries and that of its exoteric ruler, Mars, can be employed in useful and constructive ways as well. For example, in the campaign to subjugate matter to the needs and desires of men, and in the conquest of the earth and the various forces of nature, this energy can be found.

EMOTIONAL

Aries subjects are capable of lively and warm feelings, both for persons and for ideals. The ‘thirst for life’ is often strong in them. Their desires are intense, and the objects of desire vary according to their level of evolution.

Opposition angers them quickly, and loss of control often leads to violent acts which they later regret since their anger is of short duration and in general they do not harbour grudges. Advanced souls have noble, generous and chivalrous feelings.

MENTAL

Their minds are alert and active, and since they understand easily what they hear and read, they are impatient with long explanations and disquisitions. They also have lively imaginations.

Yet in general, their tendency is to acquire knowledge that can be applied practically, that gives power over matter and helps to control and mould the visible world.

Only those who are spiritually awakened and more open to the influence of Mercury than of Mars, aspire to the penetration of the mysteries of life and investigate its laws to obtain ‘light’. Their minds are therefore frequently swayed by passion and emotions, and this makes them unable to see clearly, as well as making them subject to illusions and errors.

INTUITIVE

The intuition is often active in Aries natives, to the extent that they sometimes ‘hit the bull’s-eye’ with surprising accuracy. They thus tend to trust too much to their impressions and sensations, which are at times not true intuitions, but images produced by their lively imaginations aroused by feelings and desires. But they are liable to alteration, and truth and error easily get mixed up.

ARIES CHILDREN

Aries rules the left side of the brain. Until we are seven or eight years of age, the right side of the brain is dominant, and we are more interested in the gentler and subjective matters of life. During these early years we are happy to sing, play and make up fairy stories, enjoy nursery rhymes, draw with crayons and play silly games. Then the shock of education descends on us, and we adopt the ways of the West, which are highly competitive and rarely subjective. We enter the objective world of competition at school and college, and in commerce. Those with a dominant left hemisphere of the brain do well in society, achieving position, wealth and conformity. All this generally suits Aries types, for they are masters of wielding the left hemisphere. Others, who have remnants of their right hemisphere still functioning, usually regard the subjective part of their nature as being more important, and often find Aries types most tedious and great bores.

At school, Ariens can find the classroom pace rather slow and dull and they will quickly outpace their fellow students. They are best when they are allowed and encouraged to explore their subjects as freely and as widely as possible, and if they are presented with a challenge they will give of their best. The favourite subjects of Aries types are mathematics, which presents them with a mental challenge, and history, because of their fascination with ancient battles and heroic military figures like Alexander the Great and Napoleon. There may also be an interest in biology, particularly when it deals with evolution and the early development of man. They also do well at subjects like astronomy, anatomy, archaeology and politics. In their spare time, these children enjoy reading war comics, with the more intellectually inclined reading the biographies of famous and successful people.

Ariens would expect to become monitors in class, and aspire to becoming head pupils. Their predilection for leadership may often be disappointed when they find that those they would like to control do not respond to their leadership. They may then adopt an attitude of one who has been falsely judged or passed over, and become alienated. Aries types are always very determined — some would call them pigheaded. In fact, they are usually too refined for such terminology, and would fit better into the category of sheep-headed.
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