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    For Dodo, the hungry Chihuahua who inspired the character of Dodo the Christmas Chihuahua, & for all the woofs woofs out there. Thanks for being a part of the human world. Merry Christmas & Happy Eating! 

For Anne, my sister who insisted on a Christmas tale featuring a Chihuahua. Here you go!
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We have been a part of the human world for thirty thousand years and have observed their ways as they evolved and changed.

Both of our species have coexisted on this planet well. We have been known as man's best friend. In spite of that, we had been hiding an incredible secret from them! Dogs were the first animals domesticated by humans, but we were a different kind. Our traits were similar to the dogs that humans kept as companions. We were loyal, loving, playful, sociable, friendly, and intelligent. I dare not proclaim that we were special. All dogs were special, but there was something unique about us. We possessed an extraordinary gift. Unlike the ones who had been noble companions for humans with a short lifespan, we never experienced death and never aged. But we also never stayed in a human life for long.

We were the Christmas Dogs. Every year, we sent out the Christmas Dogs to the people who needed a Christmas miracle. We stayed with the chosen human until our mission was complete. We would find a new home to assist during the following festive season. Our purpose was to guide humans to rediscover the magic of Christmas.

How did our existence come about, you wonder? We were once someone's pet. The transformation from a dog to a Christmas Dog was nothing complicated. After the final breath, the dogs were guided to the mystical forest, where the scent of their memories with their humans still hung in the air. The ones who were frail, advanced in age, injured, and mistreated were rejuvenated and brimmed with energy. And then, the dogs were given options. Either wait for their human or accept mortality and become a part of the Christmas Dog operation.

Those with cherished memories of their humans would wait in the mystical forest; their ethereal presence lingered, surrounded by the fragrance of wildflowers, their paw prints imprinted on the mossy ground as they lived in bliss till the time came to be reunited. The ones who didn't have pleasant experiences with their humans were the ones who usually would choose to cross over and enter a new world. With great enthusiasm, they became an integral part of the Christmas Dog operation. Their worldly and unpleasant memories with their humans get wiped off from their minds. They started fresh. A new beginning! Most importantly, they had the gift of mortality and were free from suffering, too.

The holiday season was the busiest time for the Christmas Dogs as they would set out to fulfill their mission. But there was something unusual this year; a long tradition that had been followed for thousands of years was about to be broken. We had opened our door to an atypical candidate. For the first time, a Chihuahua had been chosen to join the Christmas Dogs on the paramount mission, which had caused a stir among the other dogs. There were two schools of thought on this matter. The ones who welcomed the Chihuahuas and believed the small breed dogs would be able to carry on the given task with great success. The others doubted whether the Chihuahuas possessed the qualities necessary to join the elite group and handle such immense responsibility.

Every canine in the realm dreamt of being a part of the Christmas dogs. Only the selected ones possessed the skills and qualities to qualify for the Christmas project. The dogs were well-trained and paw-picked from the finest in the academy. These dogs were equipped with all the skills to deal with humans and challenges without exposing their identities. It was essential our organization remained a secret. Humans must never know about our existence.

The Chihuahuas had always been more challenging to handle, and their aggressive and stubborn temperament always got the better of them. Back in the day, it was agreed it was best to keep them secluded at the back of the house, away from any interactions with other dogs and humans. However, the Chihuahua community had been requesting to be a part of the mission for many years. Skepticism lingered around due to the Chihuahua's problematic behavior. But after careful consideration, the committee consisted of wise elders who had enlisted a Chihuahua for the training program. After extensive research and rigorous training, Dodo was appointed the first Christmas Chihuahua. It was on a trial base. Now, the fate of the other Chihuahua fell on Dodo's paws.
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