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The Empress

Ali Noel Vyain


The Empress

Alice and Eliot were alone in the kitchen. Klio and Klia were busy with their rounds. Then they chatted with the neighborhood cats. Otherwise, the house was quiet. The young couple ate their leftovers in silence and then checked their schedules for the day.

Eliot said, “Well, looks like I’ll have to clean the greenhouse again today. I’ll have my part of the orders done before lunch.”

Alice nodded. “Okay, I can get another card this morning. Then I will have to do the crafting right away after lunch. Oh, I do have tarot readings too. I see why you said you’ll have to clean the greenhouse again.”

He smiled. “It’s not a problem. Our finances are still good. I don’t want you to miss your tarot clients because of cleaning. You know we can always do that later on or trade places if need be.”

She smiled. “I know we can and I’m glad we are flexible with this. Otherwise, I don’t know how well we could get through our work so easily.”

They cleared the table and soaked the dishes in soapy water. Then he walked to the greenhouse, turned on music and tended to the plants and the orders for the day. She walked to the tarot reading room. She stopped at the shelf and picked one of the two cards left in the special deck. She turned around and walked back into the hallway. She walked up the stairs and into the room she shared with her husband.

She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She set the three different versions of the Empress card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She smiled as she jotted down her notes knowing there would be enough room for the notes on the card of today and tomorrow too.

She lost all track of time until she heard her husband cooking in the kitchen. She blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and walked out of the room and down the stairs. She walked into the kitchen. She smiled at her husband’s back as she set the table and grabbed drinks for them. He finished cooking and served them. They sat down together.

He asked, “What is the card of the day?”

She answered, “The Empress.”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a mother figure, a sister, a wife, marriage, all aspects of feminine influence, good partner, decisive, intuitive, motivator, intelligence, creativity, project, communicativeness, business, study, travel, creation, pregnancy, abundance, fertility and good parenting. When she makes decisions, they are based on humanity, not on her own best interest, though the two often intersect. She can also be a goddess.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”
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