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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and use vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book also includes some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much faster than learners who don’t read.

		You don’t need a dictionary so reading is relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English improves your comprehension, fluency and confidence.

		Graded readers are not exercises. They are real stories you can enjoy, helping you learn English naturally





New words

When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

People in the story

The Elliots

Sir Walter Elliot

His daughters

Anne Elliot

Elizabeth Elliot

Mary Musgrove (born Elliot)

 

The Musgroves

Mr and Mrs Musgrove

Their children

Charles Musgrove

Henrietta Musgrove

Louisa Musgrove

 

Navy officers

Admiral Croft

Captain Frederick Wentworth

Captain Benwick

Captain Harville

 

Other characters

Lady Russell – the Elliots’ family friend

William Walter Elliot – Sir Walter’s heir

Mrs Clay – Elizabeth’s friend

Mrs Smith – Anne’s friend




Chapter 1

Sir Walter Elliot only ever read one book, The Baronetage. In it, he could find the names of the members of the English nobility. The book was usually open on the page where he could read about himself:

Elliot of Kellynch Hall, Somerset.

Walter Elliot, born 1 March, 1760, married 15 July, 1784, to Elizabeth (who died 1800). Their children are: Elizabeth, born 1 June, 1785; Anne, born 9 August, 1787; Mary, born 20 November, 1791. 

This page of the book never failed to interest him or cheer him up if he was having a bad day. Sir Walter had improved the page by adding, after Mary’s birth, “married, 16 December, 1810, to Charles Musgrove, of Uppercross, Somerset” and also the exact day and month he lost his wife.

At the bottom of the page, he wrote, “Heir: William Walter Elliot.” His daughters could not inherit the baronetcy or Kellynch Hall, so their cousin Mr Elliot would instead. 

Sir Walter Elliot was incredibly vain. He was vain about being a baronet and he was vain about his appearance. Not many women think about how they look as much as Sir Walter did. He was fifty-four but still a handsome man and he knew it. How lucky to be good-looking and a baronet!

His good looks and his position in society had won him a wife who was better than he deserved. Lady Elliot had been an excellent woman: sensible and kind. She had had brilliant judgement in all things, except in her choice of husband. It was unfortunate that, when she died, she left her daughters alone with their silly, vain father. However, Lady Elliot had had a close friend, Lady Russell, who was also sensible and kind, and who lived nearby, and she visited the girls often after their mother’s death. She continued to guide them as their mother had done.  

People expected Sir Walter to marry this friend but he did not. Thirteen years had passed since Lady Elliot’s death and they were still just neighbours and friends. Neither of them married a second time.

Sir Walter’s eldest daughter, Elizabeth, was the most like him and she was therefore his favourite. His other two children were very inferior, he thought. Mary had married Charles Musgrove, so she increased a little in importance for that reason, but Anne did not matter at all to her father or Elizabeth. Although she was intelligent and kind-hearted, they did not appreciate that and to them she was only Anne. 

To Lady Russell, though, Anne was a most dear and valued favourite and friend. Lady Russell loved them all but Anne was the only one whose personality reminded her of their mother.

A few years ago, Anne had been very pretty but her bloom had vanished early. In any case, her father had never found her beautiful; after all, she looked totally different from him. He had never expected Anne to appear on any other page of The Baronetage and there was certainly no hope of that now, given that her looks had faded. All his hopes lay with Elizabeth. Mary had only married a man from an old country family. They were respectable and rich but sadly they were not from the nobility. 

Elizabeth would marry better, Sir Walter was sure. She was already twenty-nine but still blooming. Elizabeth herself was more worried about her future. She was getting old. Would she find a baronet to marry soon? She did not like reading The Baronetage anymore. All she saw was the date of her own birth and no marriage except her younger sister’s! Several times, when her father had left the book open on the table near her, she had closed it and pushed it away.

She had another reason for hating the book: it reminded her of another disappointment in her life. After her father’s death, her cousin William Walter Elliot would inherit the estate and Sir Walter’s baronetcy. For that reason, Elizabeth had always wanted to marry Mr Elliot, and her father wanted the same, but she had been disappointed.

Sir Walter had introduced himself and his daughters to Mr Elliot, the future baronet, in London many years ago. Elizabeth liked him a lot and he was invited to Kellynch Hall. But he never came. The next year, they saw him again in London, again he was invited and again he did not come. And instead of marrying an Elliot girl, he married a rich woman from an inferior family.

Sir Walter had resented this. “Why didn’t he ask my permission to marry? I’m the head of this family.” Mr Elliot gave him no apology and they never spoke again.

When Elizabeth saw his name in the book, she still felt angry. She had liked the man for himself and even more because he was her father’s heir. He had behaved so terribly that, even though his wife had just died, she would never think of him as a possible husband. What is more, Elizabeth had been told that Mr Elliot had spoken badly of their family to his friends. She could never forgive him for that.

There was something else to worry Elizabeth: her father was running out of money. She knew that now, when he picked up The Baronetage, he did it to forget his problems, the many bills he still had not paid. While Lady Elliot had been alive, she had ensured that the family were careful with money, but since her death, Sir Walter had been extravagant. It was not his fault; of course it would not have been possible for him to spend less. But the truth was that he was now dreadfully in debt. 

When he had revealed this to Elizabeth last spring while they were in London, she had had some sensible solutions for saving money. Firstly, they should stop giving money to charities and secondly, they should not take Anne a present back from London, as they usually did. But these solutions were not enough and Elizabeth had no more ideas. She and her father felt very sorry for themselves. They would not tolerate any changes that made their lives less comfortable or compromised their dignity. Selling the estate, for example, was not to be considered.

Their two close friends, Mr Shepherd, who lived in the nearest town, and Lady Russell, were asked to come and advise them. Both father and daughter expected that their friends would think of a solution to their financial troubles without the need for any uncomfortable changes.


Chapter 2

Mr Shepherd, Sir Walter’s friend and a lawyer, did not want to be the person to tell Sir Walter that he needed to change his lifestyle. He preferred someone else to do that difficult job so he did not offer any solutions. “Lady Russell is so sensible,” he said. “It would be better to ask her opinion on this matter.” Mr Shepherd knew that Lady Russell had good sense, therefore he fully expected that she would suggest exactly those solutions that he himself wanted Sir Walter to adopt. 

Lady Russell thought very seriously about Sir Walter’s tricky financial situation but she struggled to come to any decisions at first. This was because two ideas were fighting within her. On the one hand, she was a good woman: she was intelligent, with a strong sense of integrity and she was very rational. On the other hand, she respected Sir Walter very much – perhaps too much – because he was a baronet and so she wanted to protect his feelings and not suggest anything that would compromise the family’s dignity. She was the widow of a man who had been lower in rank than a baronet. She looked up to people of higher social status than her and was often blind to their faults. Not only that, but Sir Walter was a good neighbour, a kind landlord, the husband of her dear late friend, and the father of Anne and her sisters. For all these reasons, she felt that she must approach Sir Walter’s financial difficulties with compassion.

They must reduce how much they spent, she was very aware of that. But she was anxious not to make suggestions that would cause Sir Walter or Elizabeth too much pain. She made exact calculations and she made a plan; she even asked Anne for her view, something that the others had not thought of doing. More than that, Lady Russell was to some extent influenced by Anne’s view. 

“If we can persuade your father to do all this,” said Lady Russell to Anne, looking over her plan, “much will be achieved. If he adopts these measures, in seven years, he will be out of debt. We must convince him that he will not lose any of his dignity by making these changes.” 

The only dignity that mattered to Anne was the dignity that came from being honest and paying people the money that you owed them. It was the family’s duty to get out of debt as quickly as possible, rather than worry about their own feelings or dignity. Anne also knew that, for her father and Elizabeth, giving up one pair of horses would be hardly less painful than giving up both pairs and so she would have made such changes to the plan. She thought the suggestions it contained were too gentle. But, finally, the plan was sent to Sir Walter.

They never found out how Anne’s harsher measures would have been taken by Sir Walter and Elizabeth because even Lady Russell’s gentler plan was rejected. “We wouldn’t be left with any comforts at all!” Sir Walter cried. “Journeys, London, servants, horses, food – there are reductions everywhere in this plan! I would rather leave Kellynch Hall altogether than stay and lose all our comforts!”  

“Leave Kellynch Hall.” This idea was immediately grasped by Mr Shepherd. “I would not have suggested it before because it’s your home and so you must decide,” he told Sir Walter. “But since you offer it as a solution, I must say that I agree completely. You cannot alter your style of living enough at Kellynch Hall because the size and history of this house demand certain standards. In any other place, you may judge for yourself and people would look up to you for spending more carefully.”

After a few days of doubt, it was decided that Sir Walter would leave Kellynch Hall. There were three alternative places: London, Bath or another house in the country. Anne had wished for the latter. She wanted them to move to a small house in their own neighbourhood where they could still enjoy Lady Russell’s company, still be near Mary and still have the pleasure of sometimes seeing the gardens of Kellynch. But, as usual, Anne did not get her wish. She disliked Bath but it was decided that Bath would be their new home.

Sir Walter had preferred London but Mr Shepherd knew that he would be tempted to spend too much money there so he attempted to persuade Sir Walter to move to Bath. “It’s nearer to Kellynch,” he said. “Only fifty miles. And Lady Russell spends a part of every winter there.” To Lady Russell’s great satisfaction – because she wanted them to move to Bath too – Sir Walter and Elizabeth were persuaded that, in Bath, they would lose neither their status nor their comforts.

Lady Russell did not believe that Anne had any good reason for not liking Bath. And as she herself liked it, she thought it would suit them all. “You’ve always stayed too much at Kellynch, Anne. A change will do both your body and mind a lot of good.”

Another reason not to stay in the same neighbourhood was that Kellynch Hall was going to be let. Sir Walter could see the advantages of the idea but he found it offensive. He certainly did not want to stay nearby and watch someone else living in his home.

Lady Russell had another reason to be glad that the family were leaving. Elizabeth had recently been forming a friendship that Lady Russell did not approve of. It was with Mr Shepherd’s daughter, who had returned to her father’s house after a bad marriage, with two children. She was a manipulative young woman, who understood how to please people, or at least how to please Elizabeth and Sir Walter.
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