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THE DRUIDS ARRIVED, but they’re not being led by my brother. 

Six months have passed since Adelaide was killed, and my home has become a beacon for all that is wrong with the world. Calen has turned into Ground Zero for every corrupt politician wanting to make a name for him or herself. The Vampires are struggling to maintain their territory against much stronger nests. The Wolf packs are questioning Ryan’s leadership. Everlore has fallen. My mother and uncle are dead. And in the middle of it all I stand, Coven Master, trying to keep the pieces together. Trying to keep the peace.

It feels nearly impossible.

A new threat is now here. The Druids arrived from the east, except my brother’s not among them. They’re here to disrupt what we can build and set laws that will chain us to their command. They have the Moon Books, they have the magic, and they have the advantage that we are weak and being attacked from every direction.

And through it all, I hear voices calling me and see visions of a time I do not know. The Fairy magic inside me begs for release, and without stability I fear I can’t control it forever.

My name is Atlanta Skolar, and it seems my journey has only just begun.
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The Keep was quiet.

Master Haman walked down the long corridors and wide chambers uninterrupted. Dim illumination from hundreds of partially-lit chandeliers cast shadows across the walls and drenched the deepest corners in complete darkness. Every now and then he would come across one of his brothers, a Druid in the middle of one task or another, and they would nod to each other. There was no time for pleasantries. So much needed to be done, and there were few Druids left to fulfill the tasks.

Master Cale had travelled to the Americas six months ago with two dozen other Druids and a small army of the Cast, leaving only Haman and Master Tolk behind to keep the peace. The turmoil across Europe was taking its toll on the Druids, and the massacre of entire packs and nests was not working in their favor as well as the Elders had believed. With the aid of added magic from the Lunar Books, at least the parts that had been deciphered, the men who had been tasked with maintaining the balance were slowly becoming the tyrants they had vowed to always destroy.

That fact alone was causing distress between the ranks of the Druids. The Elders were fighting a war outside the walls of the Keep, and another within. Haman watched all this with deep sorrow, and a heaviness that made him uneasy and brought sleepless nights.

There was a growing conviction that once Master Cale had achieved victory in the Americas, everything would fall in line again. Only, Haman had no idea what their progress was. Only Master Tolk received that information, and was always vague when Haman asked for details. Haman could sense the other Druid’s caution around him. He knew that Tolk was trusting him less and less with each passing day.

And he should, Haman thought as he quietly made his way to the deepest sections of the Keep, heading towards the entrance to the dungeons. After all, it was Haman who was whispering in the ears of those who would listen. It was Haman who was leading the unrest from within. However, the time for talking was over. Action needed to be taken.

And Haman was about to make his first move.

He rounded a corner and quickly descended the spiraling staircase into the dungeons below. The weather was colder here, damper, and the light of the torches did little to keep either at bay. Rarely had a prisoner of the Keep survived more than a few months in these circumstances, but the current prisoner, the only prisoner, was faring well. 

A little too well, all things considered.

At the bottom of the staircase Haman turned into the main dungeon corridor and stopped in his tracks, surprised by the presence of the three Cast soldiers who now glared at him from their sentry points. Usually there would only be one guard down here, a Druid, and Haman knew the times of duty shifts by heart. He had planned this carefully, but had not expected this. Master Tolk had obviously changed a few things.

They’re on to me.

Haman pulled himself up straight and tried to maintain his calm. There was no need to worry, and if he played his cards right he could walk out of this situation without a problem. There were a dozen reasons for him to be in the dungeons. Besides, he was an Elder, and the Cast bowed to him as they did to the others. He was still in control.

“Master Haman,” one of the soldiers nodded. “What brings you to the dungeons?”

“Duty,” Haman replied with light scorn in his tone. “I’ve been hearing that the guards have been quite slack down here, and came to check on them myself.”

“There is no need,” the solider replied. “Master Tolk has assigned us to keep watch. No one is allowed into the dungeons.”

“That’s excellent,” Haman replied with a nod, keeping his brow furrowed as he glanced at the other two soldiers. They looked tense, and one of them had his hand on the hilt of his sword. “And the prisoner?”

“Quiet,” the first soldier replied. “Every now and then he whispers to himself, but mostly quiet.”

Haman clicked his tongue. “I will speak to him,” he said, making his way towards the cell. 

The soldier blocked his way. “I’m sorry, Master Haman, but we’ve strict orders that no one is to converse with the prisoner.”

Haman felt a slight pang of worry course through him, but he quickly pushed it away, forcing himself to stand up straighter as he glared at the soldier. “You dare to tell me what to do?”

The soldier didn’t budge. “Master Tolk informed us that even the Elders are not to be in the dungeons,” he said. “I apologize, Master Haman, but I must ask you to leave.”

Haman glanced at the other two soldiers, both now standing behind the first, their hands on their weapons. He could sense their fear, their worry, at having to stand up to an Elder.

“I will say this only once,” Haman said. “Move out of my way, or I’ll see the three of you executed for this.”

The two Cast soldiers drew their weapons and readied themselves. The first took a tentative step back and grabbed the hilt of his own sword. “Please, Master Haman,” he said, his voice shaking slightly. “These are our orders. You leave us no other option.”

“Against an Elder?” Haman asked in anger. “Are you three out of your minds? Do you know what can happen to you?”

“Absolutely nothing,” came a voice from behind him.

Haman turned and his eyes widened at the sight of Master Tolk. The Elder was standing at the far end of the corridor, four Cast members at his side, each with a bow drawn and aimed at Haman. Master Tolk was smiling.

“I was wondering who would be stupid enough to cause such a ruckus within the Keep,” Tolk said. “It was only when I had you followed that I realized how stupid I’d been not to notice it was always you, Haman.”

“Tolk, what’s the meaning of all this?” Haman asked.

“Mutiny,” Tolk replied. “I know of your visits to the prisoner, of your workings within the Keep to turn the weak against the Cast. You’re a smart man, Haman, but naïve.”

Haman turned to the three soldiers closest to him, then back to Tolk. The only escape from the dungeons was blocked. He could easily overwhelm the soldiers but Tolk was a completely different obstacle, and Haman was reluctant to find out which of the two Druids would survive a face to face clash. If he died here, then there would be no taking back the Keep. The revolt he had planned would end before it had even started.

“It’s quite appropriate that you’re here now, Haman,” Tolk said. “I believe the cell to your right would accommodate you quite well.”

Haman closed his eyes and willed his magic forth, his hands bursting into green flames. He took a step to one side, opened his eyes, and readied himself. 

Tolk only smiled. “What did I say?” he chuckled. “Naïve.”

Tolk waved his hand, and Haman felt his powers disappear. The flames went out instantly, and from within him, something cried out in agony. Haman clutched his heart, feeling as if a hand had wrapped itself around it and was squeezing, and he fell to his knees.

“Throw him in the cell,” Tolk ordered, his voice coming from far away as Haman fought to keep the world around him from going black. 

Hands grabbed his arms, and despite his will to fight back he was easily dragged away. He could feel his head spin, his muscles cramp, and his eyes watered with the intense pain that slithered through his body. With a final attempt to do something, anything, he tried to yell out to the prisoner. But only a meek groan escaped his lips.
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