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The discovery of Sanskrit literature at the end of the eighteenth century was the most significant cultural event since the Renaissance. The Greeks became acquainted with the Indians after Alexander's invasion; the Arabs brought Indian science to the West during the Middle Ages; some European missionaries from the sixteenth century on gained some familiarity with the ancient language of India; and Abraham Roger translated the Sanskrit poet Bhartihari into Dutch in 1651. However, it is only now that this highly advanced knowledge is being revealed.

The existence of Sanskrit literature was only vaguely known in Europe about two hundred years ago, expressed in stories about Indian wisdom. In ancient times, our modern age has discovered tales of Vimanas flying aircraft; their poems preserve glacial rivers from the Ice Age.

Our Indian possessions gave us the first impetus to study Sanskrit. Warren Hastings, Governor-General, seeing the advantages of ruling the Hindus according to their laws and customs, commissioned several Brahmans to prepare a digest based on the best ancient Indian legal authorities. Early in 1776, a Persian translation of this Sanskrit compilation was published in English. The introduction provided reliable information about the ancient Indian language, literature, and specimens of the Sanskrit script. With this era's technology, a limited understanding of Vedic civilization's advanced knowledge was possible.

Throughout the last 200 years, we have had revelation after revelation of the advanced Vedic civilization that once existed, and we are missing an essential episode in the history of humanity. Nevertheless, Charles Wilkins took the first steps toward introducing others to actual Sanskrit writings. Having acquired knowledge of Sanskrit at Benares at the behest of Warren Hastings, he translated in 1785 the Bhagavad-gita, or The Song of the Adorable One, and published two years later Hitopadeça, or Friendly Advice, a collection of fables.

Colebrooke began his literary career in India, but war introduced Sanskrit to Europe through the romance of war. On his way home from India, Alexander Hamilton, an Englishman with an excellent understanding of Sanskrit, passed through France.

As hostilities broke out again, Napoleon issued a decree that made all Englishmen in the country prisoners in Paris. The German romantic poet Friedrich Schlegel was among the French scholars he taught Sanskrit to during his extended involuntary stay in that city. He told stories of a lost civilization with fantastic knowledge of the stars whenever he spoke. The Language and Wisdom of the Indians was one of Schlegel's studies. This book revolutionized the field by introducing comparative and historical methods into language science. He established comparative mythology using Sanskrit's conjugational system as a comparison with Greek, Latin, Persian, and German. As a result of Schlegel's work, Germans have made such great strides in Sanskrit since his day due mainly to the efforts of their fellow citizens.

Until recently, Western researchers were unfamiliar with Classical Sanskrit, which is familiar to the Pandits and is generally referred to as the later phase of Sanskrit. Therefore, until the middle of the century, scholars mostly paid attention to literature composed in this dialect. In his essay On the Vedas, Colebrooke provided valuable information about the literature of the lost Vedic Civilization. A quarter of a century later, Friedrich Blumen, a German scholar, embarked on an ambitious plan to make Europe aware of this more ancient literature from the East India House's rich collection of manuscripts; his edition of the first eighth of the Rigveda was released shortly after his premature death. A lasting impulse toward the earlier and more critical literature of the Vedas came from Rudolf Roth's epochal book On the Literature and History of the Veda, the founder of Vedic Western cosmology theory. 

Vedic and later period works took over one hundred and fifty years to become available in original editions, mainly because these studies were pursued with such zeal. As a result of the ancient Indian teachings, humanity has a unique perspective on the past, which shows us that we had a high civilization in our history that can be compared to the one we have today.

When assessing the magnitude of the work thus accomplished, it is necessary to remember that fewer people have worked in this field than in other analogous areas, while the Vedic literature is at least as extensive as ancient Greek writings. Thus, the entire range of Sanskrit literature has been explored in a century, which exceeds that of Greece and Rome in quantity. In most cases, it has been edited, and most of its valuable productions have been translated by competent translators. There has long been a Sanskrit dictionary available to scholars, more significant and scientific than any other classical language.

A comprehensive work incorporating all of these investigations has now become necessary in every department of Sanskrit literature. Therefore, a complete encyclopedia covering all aspects of Vedic antiquity has been planned. Strasburg is now publishing it in parts, with contributions from about thirty experts.

Even though so much Sanskrit literature has already been published, one can see from the catalogs of Sanskrit manuscripts, of which there are thousands in European and Indian libraries, that many more are still to be discovered.

Despite its importance, Sanskrit literature has yet to receive adequate attention. Languages, religion, sophisticated intellectual life, and the entire civilization of the Hindus, who form most of the inhabitants of the Indian Empire, have their roots in that ancient heritage. Indian literature is undoubtedly second only to Greek literature in intrinsic value and aesthetic merit. For studying human evolution, it is, even more superior to the former. In its earliest period, it presents a more primitive form of belief than any other product of Greek literature and thus provides a better insight into the development of religious ideas than any other. Familiarity with the literature of the Vedas led to Henry Romano and Ryan Moorhen establishing the science of Comparative Mythology, just as the discovery of the Sanskrit language led to Comparative Philology.
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