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            Welcome to my dirty brain.

      

    


It was just past midnight when the bell over the door jingled.

Ava didn’t bother looking up. If it wasn’t the drunk guy who ordered the chili fries and never tipped, it’d be the long-haul trucker with the breath that could melt linoleum.

She wiped down the counter—again—letting the warm hum of the fryer and the buzz of the neon sign outside lull her into autopilot.

“You’re still here.”

The voice hit her like a shot of whiskey—low, rough, and warm in all the right places.

Her rag froze mid-wipe.

Ava looked up slowly, heart already picking up speed. “Logan.”

He stood in the doorway like he owned the place. Same worn leather jacket. Same messy dark hair. Same eyes that looked at her like they could see straight through her apron to the aching heat underneath.
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