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Chapter 1 – Lena
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Power shouldn’t feel like drowning.

Lena stood barefoot at the edge of a cliff, wind lashing her hair against her face, the moon a pale scar in the sky. The forest below swayed like a living thing, but it was nothing compared to the storm inside her.

Since the claiming, her bond with Kai had become an anchor—but the magic inside her was still rising. Shifting. Demanding.

Her wolf was restless. Her vampire nature hungered—not for blood, but for control.

Kai had tried to comfort her. But some things couldn’t be soothed with words or warmth.

She pressed her hand to the mark. It pulsed like a second heart.

And beneath it all, she still felt Corin.

Distant. Dim. But present.

She should have felt peace.

Instead, she felt like she was about to come undone.
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Chapter 2 – Kai
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She was slipping away, and he didn’t know how to hold on.

Kai watched Lena from a distance, her silhouette sharp against the cliff’s edge. The wind carried her scent—wild and electric.

He remembered the way she clung to him after the bite. The way the bond had flared, complete and overwhelming.

And yet... it wasn’t enough.

Something inside her was still unraveling.

She didn’t say it, but he knew. She missed Corin.

Not just because of love—but because of balance.

His wolf bristled at the thought, but his heart knew better.

This wasn’t about possession.

It was about survival.

And maybe... surrender.
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Chapter 3 – Corin
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He had expected pain. He hadn’t expected loneliness.

Corin limped through the dense trees, every step a quiet war. He’d been healing slowly—too slowly—but he’d made it back.
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