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      Bestselling author Sherry Ewing presents this special edition novel combining Katherine and Riorden’s complete story from For All of Ever and Only For You in Hearts Across Time: The Knights of Berwyck, A Quest Through Time Novel (Books One & Two).

      

      Sometimes all you need is to just believe…

      

      For All of Ever: Katherine Wakefield has dreamed and written of her knight in shining armor all her life. Yet, how could she have known that when she and her three closest friends take a dream vacation to England that they’d find themselves thrown back more than eight hundred years into the past? Riorden de Deveraux travels to Bamburgh answering the summons of King Henry II. But nothing prepares him for the beautiful vision of a strangely clad ghost who first appears in his chamber. Centuries are keeping them apart until Time gives them a chance at finding love. Will the past of one consume what their future may hold, or will Time take the decision from them and hurdle Katherine forward to where she truly belongs?

      

      Only For You: Katherine de Deveraux has it all but settling into her duties at Warkworth Castle is not easy and downright dangerous to her well-being. Consumed with memories of his father, Riorden must deal with his sire’s widow. Yet how could he know how far Marguerite will go to have the life she feels they were meant to live? Torn apart, Time becomes their true enemy while Marguerite continues her ploy to keep Riorden at her side. With all hope lost, will Katherine & Riorden find a way to save their marriage?
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      For my brother Timothy

      

      There are not enough words to describe how much I admire and love you. You are everything of what I would consider a knight in shining armor in these modern times. It seemed only right that I dedicate this special edition of my two favorite stories to you.

      

      May we all find someone just like you to fill our lives with an unconditional love much like you have found

      with your lovely wife, Barbara.

      

      I love you, Tim!
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          The Knights of Berwyck, A Quest Through Time Novel (Book One)
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      Once, there were four young women who were such good friends, they considered themselves to be genuine sisters of the heart. Together they dreamed that each would find true love and her very own knight in shining armor.

      But, as women of the twenty-first century, they found themselves hard pressed to find gentlemen who had the knightly virtues dreams are made of ─ genuine men who knew the real meaning of chivalry and protecting one’s lady from all manner of harm.

      For many years, they had unrelentingly searched for true chivalrous men. Now their resolve had begun to waver, and all were on the verge of giving up hope of ever finding such men worthy of their love until...well...

      This is their story...
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        San Francisco, California

        Present Day, Spring

      

      

      Katherine Wakefield looked up from her laptop, noticed the time, and quickly saved her work. Running toward the bathroom, she looked in the mirror and saw her disheveled appearance. Taking off her computer eyeglasses, she grabbed a towel to rub the smudges from the lenses, and then hooked the glasses in the neckline of her shirt. She looked tired, with dark circles under her bluish-green eyes...not that anyone would care or bother to notice. These days, more often than not, she just felt plain invisible.

      Knowing she was running late, she grabbed her brush and a tiny barrette to clasp her blondish-brown hair in a small ponytail atop her head. Forgoing makeup, she went to her bedroom and searched for her purse, which had somehow found its way beneath her bed.

      She was half way through the living room before realizing she was still wearing her slippers. With an exasperated sigh, she went back to her bedroom, found her sneakers, and then rushed to her desk to search for her keys. With a quick glance at her small apartment, it was clear she would need to do something soon about all the research scattered from one end to the other. She continually put off the inevitable job of cleaning by justifying to herself that it was organized chaos. At the very least, she could say the kitchen was clean.

      Placing a pen behind her ear, she picked up the small spiral notebook she always carried with her then locked her apartment door. She hated when she forgot it, which wasn’t often. Those rare times when she did was usually when she inevitably came up with some brilliant idea for a plot twist in her latest work-in-progress. Her friends tried to remind her that her smartphone could perform the same function, but she was a bit old fashioned.

      Nothing like a good pad of paper and a pen, Katherine thought, as she hurried down the block. For some things, technology is highly overrated. Give me a good book with pages to turn. Surely, that’s better than anything electronic.

      She quickened her pace and was thankful the coffee shop, where she was to meet her girlfriends, was at least downhill. Though her return would not be as fast moving since she knew she would huff and puff her way back up the mountainside. She loved living in the San Francisco area, but really...who thought of the ridiculous notion of building a city into and on top of a mountain?

      The coffee shop loomed up ahead on the corner, and Katherine waited for the light to turn red before crossing the busy street. She had almost reached her destination when she was shoved, causing the contents of her purse to go spilling onto the sidewalk as she tried to catch herself from falling. Without even the slightest show of an apology, the gentleman, and she thought that word loosely, went inside the café. Perfect, she thought, as she stooped to gather her meager possessions. Then, quickly composing herself, she entered the busy establishment.

      She let her eyes adjust to the dimly lit room after being out in the bright sunshine, while she breathed deeply the heavenly aroma of fresh brewed coffee that filled the air. Seeing the line was to the door with almost every table filled to capacity, she sighed. Such was usually the case on a Saturday morning. Conversations in multiple languages hummed in the room, filling her senses while she looked for her friends.

      “Katie!” She heard her name called and saw the three women she had searched for seated in a corner booth. Brianna waved a coffee cup in her hand and beckoned Katherine with a welcoming smile. At least her friends were thoughtful enough to have already ordered for her.

      She began to weave her way through the crowd and sat down with a huff, pulling out her notebook and searching her purse for her pen.

      “Umm, Katie...” Juliana said, trying to get her attention.

      Katherine looked up and observed her friend pointing to her ear. She felt behind her own until her hand came in contact with her errant pen, which had all but been forgotten in her haste to see her friends.

      “Sorry,” Katherine said sheepishly, “it’s been one of those mornings.”

      “You’ve been writing,” Juliana and Brianna replied at the same time, and both broke out into girlish giggles.

      “Drink your coffee and chillax for a while, sis,” Emily chimed in, without looking up from her laptop while the keys clicked and clacked as she typed. She, too, was apparently on a writing roll.

      Katherine sat back, took a sip of her drink, and almost moaned in pleasure as the hot coffee slipped down her throat to warm her. It was the small things in life that made life worth living, even if it was only her daily caffeine fix to make her smile. Her friends all went back to their respective writing projects. This was their normal weekend routine, when they got together each Saturday to write before they gave way to sharing what their week had brought them. Katherine took this time to contemplate each of her dearest friends, while she drank her coffee.

      They called themselves members of the Hopeless Romantic’s Unite ~ Carpe Diem Club. Carpe Diem...Latin for seize the day. Katherine couldn’t remember the last time she had seized the day, let alone anything else for that matter. Still, she was thankful for the friendship she had found with the three women who sat opposite her at the table. They were as dear to her as any sister could ever be.

      Juliana was the oldest of their group, at twenty-six, although Katherine herself was only a few days shy of her. Tall, with a dark complexion, her long wavy black hair hung down past her waist and was the envy of many. Juliana, or Jewels to her friends, had eyes the color of light green that, to Katherine’s thinking, were her biggest asset. She was strikingly beautiful, in a classical sense of the word, and tended to be the mother of their little group, always ensuring everyone was well taken care of. Jewels was their rock foundation.

      Brianna, or Brie, was the prankster of the bunch and had a vitality for life that was sometimes hard to keep up with, but such is the case of the young at heart. She was olive skinned with short, dark black hair, brown eyes, and had recently taken up self-defense classes. It was hard to imagine teeny, tiny, little Brianna in such a class. Then again, she was a smidgen rebellious at times, so maybe it shouldn’t have come as any surprise. Not only could this amazing, twenty-three year old woman write, she also created her own compositions and played guitar. With her gift of language, Katherine considered Brianna the Queen of Rhyme.

      Last, but certainly not least, was Emily, who just turned twenty-three, as well. She was tall, with wavy, long, sandy colored hair and green eyes the color of the tropical sea. Emily always complained she would never find a man who was taller than her, and she was tired of trying. She hated her height. Though, in Katherine’s opinion, Emily was elegantly statuesque. She had at one point in her life wanted to pursue a career in acting, but the call to write took precedence. She was currently working on four books, all at the same time. It was a shame, though, that she would not at least give more effort to performing on the stage. Granted, acting was a rough field to excel in. But what really was sad, was that Emily could sing like no other vocalist Katherine had ever heard. Emily could make the angels above weep from the purity of her voice, and her friends had counted themselves blessed on numerous occasions to hear her songs lifted to the heavens, even if it was only while driving in the car.

      The four had become true sisters in every sense of the word and, at one time or another, had wept alongside whichever friend currently had her heart broken. Oh, they had their arguments, like any siblings who had been raised together would have shared, but for the most part, they all had a common bond...to find true love and, with its finding, know such a thing could really exist. At this point in their lives, they all doubted that it did.

      “We’re a fine group,” Katherine sulked. “What we need is a bit of an adventure.”

      The women looked up and began saving their work or, in Katherine’s case, setting aside pen and paper.

      “Be careful what you wish for,” Juliana cautioned, the voice of reason in their group. “You never know what karma will throw your way.”

      “I hate the bar scene,” Emily said with conviction. “I won’t go looking to pick up some random guy that way.”

      They all nodded their heads in agreement.

      Brianna couldn’t wait to chime in. “I heard, if you’re looking to meet men, you should go where they hang out.”

      “Well, we can spend all our hard earned money from working our modest jobs and go to all the baseball and football games we like, but in the end, we’d still be without dates,” Juliana replied quickly.

      “Been there, done that,” Katherine retorted with a shrug. “Besides, we’ve been saving up all our money to go on a vacation somewhere together. Maybe we should decide on where we’d like to travel?”

      “The tropics,” Juliana offered hopefully. “We should go to Hawaii.”

      “Too humid, and most of you have already been there before,” Emily said. “Besides, I’d burn to a crisp in all that sun.”

      “Well, I’m not going any place where it rains twenty-four-seven just to make you happy, Emily,” retorted Brianna, crossing her arms in an obvious display of feeling put out. Everyone knew that Emily just loved the rain, but it was hardly what the rest of them would want on a daily occurrence for their dream vacations.

      Katherine closed her eyes. A vision of a castle came to her mind. “England,” she whispered breathlessly.

      Juliana gave a merry laugh. “I suppose, if we’re to ever get any rest from your endless desire to set foot on the battlements of a castle wall, we should at the very least consider a trip over the pond.”

      “You all must think I’m just acting like some naïve school kid,” Katherine declared sadly. “Forget it. We can find another place everyone would be happy with.”

      “I never said I wouldn’t be happy going to England,” Juliana replied and patted Katherine’s hand in comfort.

      “Katie’s idea does have some appeal,” Emily said and looked to Brianna, whose eyes had begun to twinkle in happiness. “We could travel up to Scotland, too, or maybe over to Ireland. I always wanted to see where my great-grandparents came from.”

      Katherine watched in delight as the conversation took flight and ideas of where to travel once they were abroad went round and round with her friends. She fingered her notebook and thought of the handsome knight she had written about in her latest manuscript. He was the stuff dreams were made of and occupied her mind, day and night. The funny thing about this particular character was she had been dreaming of him for as long as she could remember. She didn’t want her friends to think she was crazy, however, so she’d never said anything about her dreams. Instead, she wrote about him and he lived on paper as a figment of her imagination.

      “Don’t be too disappointed if you don’t find him in England, Katie,” murmured Juliana.

      “Who’s that?” Katherine asked softly.

      “Your knight in shining armor, that’s who, my friend.”

      The conversation came to a screeching halt as one woman looked to the other. It was a topic they all had on their minds of late.

      “You’d think they’d know where to find us,” Brianna said, looking around the coffee shop. From the grimace plastered on her face, she obviously didn’t see any men worthy of consideration.

      “All mine have been left out in the rain too long and, I’m afraid, have rusted solid,” Juliana added. “Maybe if we head to England, we can find a castle pit and throw all the men who ever broke our hearts into it together.”

      “I can cast a spell on them while they’re down there awaiting their impending doom,” Brianna chimed in happily.

      Emily laughed. “That won’t work. Between the four of us, there’ll be so many of them, they’ll just climb, one on top of the other, to their freedom.”

      They all seemed to get the same vision in their heads, of their ex-boyfriends trying to scramble to reach the top of some slimy pit without success, and burst out laughing. When their amusement subsided, Katherine’s mind wandered, not even seeing the crowded coffee shop anymore.

      “Maybe we shouldn’t be so picky,” Katherine said quietly.

      “Well, I, for one, won’t settle for anything less than what I want out of a relationship,” Emily replied, then took a sip of her hot chocolate. “If he’s not up to my standards, he’s history!”

      Katherine nodded her head in agreement but continued staring out into space at nothing in particular.

      “It’s Bamburgh again, isn’t it?” Juliana guessed.

      Katherine looked up at her friend and gave her a small smile. “You know me only too well, Jewels,” she proclaimed. “I just can’t seem to help myself from thinking of the place, no matter where I might be.”

      “What’s so special about Bamburgh, more than any other castle you’ve dreamed about over the years?” asked Emily curiously.

      Katherine gazed sheepishly around the table at her friends and gave them a slow smile. She had only told Juliana of what had happened to her one day while she was surfing the internet.

      “I was typing away on my story when my fingers stiffened above the keys. A writer’s worst nightmare hit me as though I was being slammed up against the wall. Writers block. Nothing would come to me, no matter how hard I tried to concentrate. Having figured there was no sense trying to force my character to talk to me, I had spent some time looking at images of various castles on the internet, trying to get inspired to write again. And then…there it was…a link for a virtual tour of Bamburgh Castle. I had felt drawn to the place, sensing the many souls who had walked the castle passageways over the centuries, and as if one of those souls was calling out to me.”

      She glanced at her friends to determine if they thought she was crazy. Seeing the look of interest on their faces, she continued. “I was scrolling with the mouse on the site’s virtual tour page, moving the mouse in such a way I had felt as though I had been actually walking across a battlement wall. A strange sensation came over me. My hand froze, refusing to move, and goose bumps raised up on my arms, as if my fate had walked across my soul. It was as though a scene from another time was playing before my very eyes. I actually felt as if I was standing on the castle wall itself, feeling the wind upon my face. I could taste the saltiness of the ocean mist on my lips and could see several knights standing vigilantly at their posts.”

      “No way,” Brianna shouted out.

      “Hush up, Brie,” Emily interjected giving the girl a poke in the arm.

      “Ouch! Cut it out, Em” Brianna grumbled with a none-too gentle shove of her own.

      Juliana held up her hand to silence the two women. “Both of you behave. Go on, Katie.”

      “One knight, in particular, came toward me with a confident stride, his dark blue cloak billowing behind him in the ocean breeze. As he came closer, I saw the imprint of a black lion’s head on his tabard, and I wondered at its meaning. With his helmet held under one arm, he reached up with his free hand and removed the chainmail helm from his head. It was at that precise moment that I knew him. He was so very tall that when he came to stand in front of me, I had to lean my head back just to look at him. His black hair fell in a wave to his broad shoulders, but it was his piercing blue eyes, as he gazed at me, that left me feeling completely stunned. He took my breath away with just one look, especially when he held out his hand for me to take. I remember reaching out to feel its warmth.

      “Then a car horn sounded out on the street and brought me back to my senses. I know this may seem odd, but I never felt at such a loss as when I found myself sitting back at my desk,” Katherine said with a trace of sadness to her voice. She finished in a hushed whisper. “I still can almost feel the heat of his touch.”

      Brianna and Emily could only stare at her, their mouths open yet silent. Juliana gave a small smile and drank her coffee, having already heard the story more than once.

      Before anyone could speak, Katherine continued. “I suppose it explains much of why I can’t fall in love with a modern man, when none of them can even begin to measure up to what I experienced then, if only for an instant.”

      “It’s almost too much to believe,” Emily said, the first to recover from Katherine’s story. “I know you would never lie to us. I just wish something like that would happen to me.”

      “No wonder you’re always saying you were born in the wrong century, Katie, if you have these kinds of visions,” sighed Brianna. “I mean, you should have seen your face while you were talking about him. It completely transformed to show so much longing while your words poured out from your heart. If only time travel were possible. You could go back and find him.”

      “Wouldn’t that be somewhat messing with the whole fabric-of-time issue?” Emily replied sarcastically.

      “Not if she was really meant to go back, it wouldn’t!” Brianna retaliated.

      “Ladies, let’s get a grip on the conversation shall we? Since we can’t obviously go back in time, and our knights have all turned a little rusty, I say there is only one conclusion for our vacation together,” Juliana said, as if the decision, in all their minds, had already been made.

      “Bamburgh!” The four women replied in unison and raised their cups in a unified salute of agreement.

      Katherine looked at her best friends with hopeful eyes. To Bamburgh they would go, and at long last, she would have a stamp in her otherwise empty passport. She could at the very least then say she had been somewhere in her life where medieval English history had once been made. It was more than she could ever hope for, and a slow smile lit Katherine’s face. For what her friends didn’t know, since she had kept the secret to herself, was that the handsome knight she had envisioned at Bamburgh...well...he was the very same knight from her dreams.
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        The Year of Our Lord’s Grace 1179

        Berwyck Castle

      

      

      Riorden de Deveraux strode sure-footed in his steps along the narrow parapet walkway. He nodded to the guards he passed, who stood at their posts as lookout for any who approached the castle grounds. Yet, no enemy came near, and none had for several years. Berwyck’s people had known only peace and prosperity while under the careful watch of the first Earl of Berwyck. One with any sense would think twice afore attempting to take any lands claimed by the Devil’s Dragon.

      Riorden chuckled at the thought of his lifelong friend. At the prime of his career as champion for King Henry II, he had been called the Devil’s Dragon of Blackmore and had quite the reputation of instilling fear into those around him. Dristan still held such a reputation in some of those same circles, but if the truth were to be told, his lord had become a bit domesticated of late. Such is the fate of a married man, Riorden supposed. Aye, the cause could almost certainly be laid at the feet of Dristan’s beautiful wife, Amiria, or mayhap, even fatherhood. Still, Riorden would never underestimate Dristan in the lists, for that is when one ended up on one’s backside in the dirt. Dristan radiated sheer power and a fierceness with which few could contend. ’Twas considered a privilege to train with the man, and more so to call him a friend, although not many could claim such a kinship.

      With a shake of his head, he turned his gaze south and watched as the ocean waves crashed loudly onto the sandy beach below. ’Twas a favorite location of the Lady Amiria, and he would often catch her unaware in this very place. Riorden laughed aloud, thinking of the few times he was actually able to take said lady off guard. ’Twas a rare occasion to be sure, and usually included having a sword or dirk to one’s throat, if one was not too careful.

      The woman was a bit of a spitfire, which seemed somewhat fitting, given the length of her glorious red hair. She was the perfect companion for his lord. However, he was glad he was not tied to a woman of such determination to always have her way or give aid when the need arose. Dristan had told him, on numerous occasions, he would never change a thing about his lovely wife, and he loved her just as she was. Amiria could wield a sword as no other woman of Riorden’s acquaintance. When it became time, he had no issue pledging his life in her service just as fully as he served Dristan as captain of his guard.

      Riorden leaned his gloved hands on the battlement wall and sighed. There was not much of a chance of him finding a lady of his own here at Berwyck, and the village whores only offered satisfaction to his baser needs. Not that he was truly looking for a wife since years afore he had been soured by a lying, deceitful lady. He did not feel love truly existed for him.

      Life was what one made of it although serving another lord with no castle walls of one’s own to call home was not much of a life in which to raise one’s family. It did not hold much merit for most women he had ever encountered. Each had wanted to be the lady of her own hall, with servants aplenty. Love had seemingly passed him by, and good riddance! At the age of a score and thirteen, he decided a solitary life was how the remainder of his days would be spent. Some days, he cared not that he would have no lady by his side, and yet there were times he felt the bitter stab of jealousy. When he heard the childish laughter of Dristan’s son, sadness would overcome him, knowing he would never have a child to follow in his footsteps.

      He heard his name called and stood upright, trying to shake off his sudden melancholy mood. Women! They either drove one mad from wanting them or with their demands for one’s attention. Either was just as bad as the other and a distraction Riorden did not need wreaking havoc with his mind.

      Turning, he saw Fletcher making his way up the stairs to stand beside him on the parapet. Fletcher bore the same uncanny resemblance to all of the other men personally chosen over the years for Dristan’s personal guard. He, too, had black hair as dark as night, but where Riorden’s eyes were a deep blue, Fletcher’s were an amber colored brown with golden flecks residing in their irises. ’Twas a striking combination that only enhanced his good looks and had many a maid beckoning to him over the years. Fletcher felt ’twas his duty in life to never leave a maid saying he did not pleasure her to her fullest potential. So far, he bragged, he had succeeded in his quest.

      “Is there aught amiss?” Riorden questioned, as they both now stared out to the sea’s distant horizon.

      “Depends on how you look at it, I suppose, Riorden,” Fletcher answered. “A messenger has arrived from the king. Dristan requests we join him in his solar, posthaste.”

      They began to carefully make their way off the narrow walkway and down the steps heading to one of the towers housing a set of circular stairways leading to the lower floors, one of which housed the keep’s family. The sound of their armor clanking against the stones echoed and ricocheted off the walls as they made their way below. When they reached the third floor landing, they turned left and continued on down the passageway ’til they reached Dristan’s solar door. Riorden knocked and heard the call to enter.

      Opening the door, Riorden was not surprised to witness the entire family gathered within the chamber. There was only one exception, for one of the daughters, Sabina, had desired a life at a nearby abbey. Dristan sat at his desk, perusing various parchments demanding his attention. Berwyck Castle was but one of his many estates, both in England and abroad in France. If he was not in the lists, keeping his form fit and pursuing the continual training of his knights, Dristan would be found here in this room, attending to business with his steward; ensuring the rents were collected, petitions were addressed, and justice was dispensed.

      Amiria sat comfortably in a chair close to the warmth of the fire. She continued to fidget and reposition herself. Perhaps, given she was heavy with child, she was not as comfortable as she wished to be. Riorden watched in amusement as the lady continually reached to finger the hilt of the sword her husband had gifted to her afore their marriage. ’Twas kept at her side, although Dristan had forbidden her to lift it lest she wished to endure his wrath. Her son Royce, who was aged three summers, was toddling around his father’s desk ’til his sire made a grab for the lad and threw him up in the air, much to the delight of the boy. He squealed with laughter as Dristan began to tickle him.

      Amiria’s twin brother Aiden sat on the floor at his sister’s feet, sharpening a dirk. Their resemblance was a bit uncanny although whereas Amiria’s form was petite, given her womanly stature, the same could not be said of her brother. At a score and four, ’twas clear Aiden had been spending much of his time in the lists, training with Dristan. ’Twas the only place he ever wanted to be, since he felt ’twas his irresponsibility the castle had fallen to the English.

      Still, after four years, he felt no ill will towards Dristan. Anyone could see for themselves, Amiria’s marriage was a happy one, and Aiden had made it known he was pleased for his sister and her husband. Unfortunately, since Aiden had one day hoped to be lord of Berwyck, he felt restless with the need to prove himself in the world and make a name for himself. Riorden did not think Aiden would remain much longer at Berwyck.

      The youngest daughter of the old laird Douglas MacLaren was Lynet, who sat on a stool on the other side of her sister with a bit of stitchery in her nimble fingers. She was a rare beauty with hair the color of golden honey and eyes as blue as a clear sky above. In the past five years, Lynet had become a bit defiant, much like her sister had been at the same age of ten and nine. She was not as yet wed as most girls her age. Unfortunate for those lads brave enough to enter the Devil’s Dragon’s lair, she refused all offers brought forward and made clear to all who cared to listen, she would wed only for love. Amiria had sworn to ensure this would come to pass. Riorden could only begin to imagine the pains Dristan must bear, dealing with two headstrong women under his care. Many a night had Dristan and Riorden shared a drink or two to ponder the fools who only sought the gold a union with Lynet would bring. The true treasure that would be brought to a marriage with the Lady Lynet was the lady herself.

      The last family member present was young Patrick, who stood behind Dristan staring out the small window, looking towards the inner and outer baileys. Black hair with brown eyes, he was now aged ten and three summers and had taken his previous duties as Dristan’s page most seriously, along with his studies. For reasons only Dristan knew for certain, the boy had not been sent off to foster with another lord so he could begin the proper duties of squire. ’Twas the next logical step in order to one day earn his spurs and claim a knighthood.

      “My lord,” Riorden said as he came to stand before Dristan with a bow. “You called for me?”

      Dristan tossed Royce up into the air one last time before placing him on the floor and rumpling his hair. Amiria called to the boy, and he went to sit on the floor next to his Uncle and began to play with a bit of wool, which was left near Lynet’s feet. He seemed content to sit there, but for how long was anyone’s guess. He was a most curious boy and not one to sit for any length of time in one place.

      Dristan came and leaned against the edge of his desk, leisurely perusing Riorden. As Dristan’s captain, he waited patiently for his orders and tucked his gloves into the belt at his waist. Although Riorden thought of Dristan as his liege lord, they were, in truth, more than that. They were even more than just friends and comrades-in-arms.

      They had grown up together since Riorden had come to Dristan’s father’s estate to serve as a page, and they had gotten into more mischief than two lads should at such a young age. At least, that was the tale Dristan’s mother had proclaimed on numerous occasions in their youth. So alike, they could have been brothers. Same black hair down to their shoulders; same broad shoulders with chiseled features on their visage; same physical form of rippling, lean muscle from years of training or fighting to stay alive; same ability to train, no matter the weather conditions, and preferring a challenge rather than an easy win in the lists; same ability to kill when the need arose; and same sense of honor and chivalry, despite their perceived reputations of severing heads of any left in their wake.

      The only difference between the two men was the color of their eyes. Whereas Dristan’s eyes were the hue of cold grey steel, Riorden’s were an unusual shade of the deepest blue. Amiria had often mentioned that perchance the angels rejoiced when they saw the extent of color God had graced in his eyes. Surely, many a maid could easily fall under his spell and never want to leave if he were to but gaze upon them, she had teased. Though he had never met one to go so far as to ask her to be his lady wife.

      Their apparent silence at an end, Dristan reached back onto his desk, retrieved a piece of parchment, and handed the document to his lifelong friend. Riorden read the missive, but he had to read it a second time in order for the words to take meaning inside his head. Even a third reading did not, unfortunately, change its wording.

      Dristan raked his hands through his hair, although regret remained on his features. “You are to leave us, it appears. You have been summoned to Bamburgh Castle where the king will soon be in residence.”

      “Why would King Henry wish to have me at hand at Bamburgh?” Riorden asked as he too ran his hand through his hair in frustration.

      “You would refuse his command?” Dristan queried, raising a brow at his friend.

      “I may question his motives and reasoning, but I would never be so foolish as to decline such a request,” Riorden declared as he began to pace to and fro within the chamber. He bumped into Fletcher, who grumbled about the state of his toes, afore he once more stood in one place.

      “You will be missed, Riorden,” Amiria and Aiden said together, exchanging a silent look, which only twins could possibly share or interpret.

      Riorden stared silently at those souls within the chamber who, for the most part, were the closest thing he could call his family. They all began to stand, although they, too, were seemingly at a loss of words.

      Dristan came to him and clasped his hand on his shoulder. “It appears there is not much else for me to say after the two of us have traveled and fought beside one another for as long as I can remember. So...since you do not care to have ownership to the title and lands that are rightfully yours from your sire, which I will never understand, you leave me no choice than to see to matters myself. I will have no knight of mine and from my household going to the king lacking,” Dristan announced, breaking the silence of the room. “Patrick,” he called and watched as the boy turned his gaze as if seeing the room for the first time.

      “Aye, my Lord Dristan,” Patrick answered when he came to stand before his liege with a bow.

      “You have served me well these many years, Patrick, but it seems fate has other plans for us, for she is a fickle mistress,” Dristan proclaimed and turned the boy to face Riorden. “As you have served me, now go and serve your new master as his squire. He will need you more than I during his days at court, I think.”

      “Dristan, really, I cannot−” Riorden began.

      “As you wish, my lord,” Patrick answered promptly, ignoring Riorden’s protests.

      Patrick knelt, bowing his head and holding out his hands towards his new liege as if in prayer and complete submission. He patiently waited ’til Riorden at last came to his senses and clasped the boy’s outstretched hands in his own.

      It seemed as if Patrick’s oath of fealty to Riorden came easily to his lips, almost as though he had waited a lifetime to make such a commitment and sacrifice. “I, Patrick of Berwyck and of Clan MacLaren, do so swear on my faith in God the Almighty, to serve thee as my liege lord, Riorden de Deveraux. I promise in the future to be faithful to my lord, never causing you harm, and will observe my homage to you completely; against all persons, in good faith, and without deceit.”

      “I accept thee as my vassal,” Riorden whispered and watched as Patrick stood afore him with pride.

      “Watch over my brother, Riorden, and do not fail me in his care. I know you will do right by him in continuing his training so that he, too, may be a great knight someday,” Dristan replied, and the two men clasped each other’s shoulders once more.

      “Of course, I will ensure his training and care, Dristan.”

      Dristan nodded and gave a bit of a smirk. “He can be a bit mischievous, our young Patrick here, which is not much of a surprise, given who his sister is.”

      “Dristan...really!” Amiria said, aghast, as she managed to remove a dirk from her boot and point it at her husband.

      “You see what I must contend with?” Dristan laughed with an amused quirk of his brow towards his wife. He came to her and rested his hand upon her shoulder, which had a calming effect. “Now I have another, who seems hell bent to avoid wedded bliss no matter how many worthy lads I lay at her feet.”

      Lynet could be heard muttering a very unladylike reply and took up a stance at the now vacated window. Everyone in the room knew the reason behind her continued rejections, for Lynet had fallen in love with Amiria’s captain, who had not graced the walls of the castle for nigh unto five years. ’Twas doubtful Ian would return anytime soon.

      When the family began to leave the chamber in preparation of Riorden and Patrick’s departure, Riorden went to the young girl. As he drew near, he saw upon her face one lone tear running slowly down her cheek. Before she could brush it away, he reached out to cup her face. Ever so slowly, he brushed his thumb across the smoothness of her face to dry her tears.

      He gave her a brief embrace, this young girl who had been like a little sister to him, and took her chin so she would stare up into his eyes.

      “If Ian does not come to his senses soon, Lynet, he never will. Do not shed one more of your precious tears on his behalf since he will not be worthy of them,” he whispered. “Promise me you will not spend your life pining away for someone who could not see the prize that was right afore his very eyes. You deserve much better than that.”

      Lynet only stood there, trying to find the words to ease his mind.

      “Your promise to me, Lynet,” Riorden urged.

      Lynet gave a heavy sigh of resignation. “Aye, I promise, Riorden. Safe travels and God speed to you.”

      “Good lass. I shall endeavor to return soon to ensure you have kept your word, for I am sure our paths shall cross again.” Giving her a quick kiss on the forehead, he left her standing there and made his way to collect his belongings.

      The courtyard was filled with familiar faces, people who had come to wish him well as he traveled to serve the king. Riorden’s goodbyes were brief and to the point, for there was no sense dwelling on what this place had come to mean to him. Dristan lifted his hand in farewell, and he returned the gesture. Gathering the reins of his mount, he turned his mighty war horse and proceeded through the inner and outer baileys.

      He looked back only once to see Berwyck off in the distance, afore he turned his attention to the road ahead of him. At least, he was not alone with only Patrick for a traveling companion. Aiden had joined his company.
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        Bamburgh, England

        Present Day, Spring

      

      

      Katherine pulled into the car park of the inn. With a heavy sigh of relief, she turned off the rental car. Leaning her head back, she gratefully closed her eyes amid kudos from her friends for her driving skill. Skill...that word was almost a joke, considering her hands felt as if they were still clenched in a steely grip on the wheel. Driving on the wrong side of the road with everything she knew about driving being backwards was no small feat, and she was glad to have this last leg of their journey at an end.

      The four women unloaded their luggage and started making their way to check in. The hotel was small, cozy looking, and fashioned in a lovely Tudor style. Upon entering, Katherine could almost envision the dark paneled room from days of old, filled with locals as they drank their mead or lounged near the fireplace that took the chill from the room. Although exhausted, she took a moment to look with longing out the window at a small portion of Bamburgh Castle in the distance. As much as she wanted to rush there to see its sights, it would have to wait until the morning. With the coming sunset, visiting hours would soon be over for the day.

      “Katie,” Juliana called as she waited on the stairs with Emily. “Are you coming?”

      Brianna came up next to Katherine and gently took her bag. “It’s been standing there for centuries waiting for you, sis.” Katherine’s face must have shown her desire for where her heart really wanted to take her. “It will still be there for you tomorrow.”

      Turning her gaze from the window, she slowly made her way up the stairs, feeling as if the weight of the world rested on her shoulders. Brianna opened the bedroom door, since it was their turn to share a room. It was quaint with tiny lavender floral wallpaper on the walls, rich mahogany bedposts, and easy-on-the-eye, pale blue quilts for bedspreads. Katherine went to one of the beds and lay down as visions of their trip flashed in her memory.

      To say this had been a dream vacation would be an understatement. Between the four of them, they had spent a small fortune, but it had been worth every penny. Traveling throughout Scotland and England, they had hit as many sights as they could cram into one day and gotten a good taste of what life here was all about. Emily had looked as though she felt she had tasted heaven itself, Brianna had been busy composing a song, Juliana’s pen never seemed to stop its writing unless she was to take her turn at the wheel, and as for herself...well...Katherine felt that if she were to die tomorrow, she would be content.

      There had only been one time that had marred an otherwise perfect vacation for Katherine. The ruins of Warkworth Castle, where they had stopped on their way to Bamburgh, had brought her to her knees in grief. She had no clue as to why such was the case. It wasn’t as though she hadn’t seen other similar ruins that had also saddened her in their travels within the past week. But for some unknown reason, she couldn’t find any comfort in the hollow shell of the keep, which the ravages of time had been rather unkind to over the centuries. She had almost felt as if a piece of her, inside, had died that day, especially when her friends had to help her from the ground.

      Was that really only yesterday? she wondered, not for the first time this day. What was it about those ruins that could have affected her so? She would have thought such a reaction would occur at Bamburgh. It had taken everything within her not to rush to the castle, if only to lay her hands on its outer walls and feel the cold rough stones beneath her fingertips. She only had to wait until tomorrow for it to become a reality.

      Brianna came over to place a light blanket over her. “Get some rest, sis. I’ll take care of putting our stuff away.”

      “You sure you don’t want some help,” Katherine said, even as she felt her eyelids become heavy.

      “Nah, I got it.”

      Katherine rolled over on the bed and watched Brianna begin to busily put away their clothes. She smiled as she heard her friend humming the tune she had been working on for most of the day. With no motivation to do anything else this afternoon, she closed her eyes and dreamed...
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      He stood before her with his hand outstretched for her to take, a bit of arrogance and impatience clearly etched across his features.

      “Is it you?” she heard herself ask, even though she would have known this man before her no matter where in time he had found her.

      “I only mean to keep you safe,” he declared, not answering her question as he shifted uneasily on his feet. His eyes were ever watchful on the knights standing guard nearby.

      “Yes, I know. Have you seen me before?” she asked quietly, hoping that he, too, had dreamed of her.

      He gazed down upon her, searching her face until the ocean winds whipped the hood on her cloak from her head then watched with interest as her hair became tossed about. Finally, he reached out to catch one of her errant curls. The tendril wrapped itself around his hand, almost as if laying some kind of claim to him. He began rubbing the tresses between his fingers as if memorizing the silkiness of her locks. She watched as he came back to his senses, and he frowned, she assumed, at her words. “You’re speech is most strange, mademoiselle.”

      “I’m not from...the area.”

      “You travel with King Henry? Mayhap, you are one of the ladies in waiting at court?” he inquired. One look at her humble cloak would have told him this wasn’t the case.

      “No,” she replied simply, for what explanation of where she came from would make sense to him.

      “You’re sire is here then. Perchance, I may return you to his side so I can ensure your safety,” he concluded. Once more, he held out his hand for her to take.

      She acknowledged his gesture with only a sad smile. “I suppose I’ll one day see my parents again, but I think it’s impossible for now.”

      “Then let me, at the very least, see you inside the keep so I may rest, knowing you are not in danger.”

      She looked up into his blue eyes and began to wonder if she’d ever seen their color on another. To say they were blue, didn’t do them justice. She had dreamed of him for so many years, she could only stare in wonder that he really stood before her. There was no doubt she trusted him, so she did the most natural thing she could do. Smiling, she looked into his eyes as she reached out to take his hand.

      Neither was prepared for the reaction of their hands touching, nay, going through one another. For in truth, they did not stand there in the flesh. They were but memories of what could have been, if only they had been born in the same century. Their heartrending loss brought tears of sorrow to her eyes. With only one look at his face, she knew he felt it, too.

      “I do know of you...” he whispered, his voice like a silken caress across her soul.

      “You’re name!” she cried out. “Tell me your name!”

      He began to fade from her vision, yet still, she heard his voice clearly inside her head. “Katherine...come back to me, my love─”

      “I will find you,” she promised him as a mist appeared, surrounding his body until he was at last taken from her sight. Emptiness consumed her entire being with the knowledge he might be lost to her forevermore. She could do only one thing, now that he had been torn from her side. She wept.
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        Bamburgh Castle

        The Year of Our Lord’s Grace 1179

      

      

      I will find you...” Riorden awoke with a start, still hearing the haunting words and seeing the tears of the woman from his dreams. There had been such longing in her voice that, for some unknown reason, the sound seemed achingly familiar. Yet, he knew her not...or so he thought. So why did he know her name?

      He threw the coverlets off and rose naked from his bed. Kneeling afore the hearth, he began to rekindle the few remaining embers into a small semblance of a blaze. It took but a few moments ’til most of the chill began to recede from the room as the fire grew brighter. As he went to grab his tunic, he noticed his hands were actually shaking. God’s wounds! What is wrong with me? He continued to watch his hands as if they were not his own ’til, disgusted, he donned his remaining garments.

      Despite the fact he had just warmed the room, he went to the shutter and flung it wide open, letting in the cool air to clear his confused head. He peered out into the early morning hours, but ’twas still too dark to see much of anything. Looking back into the chamber, his brow furrowed. It had all begun with this damn room.

      After pouring a chalice of wine, Riorden sat upon a stool and ran his still trembling fingers through his mussed hair, recounting the events of the past hours. Upon his arrival yester eve, he had assumed he would be shown to the Garrison Hall. Instead, a servant had shown him to a richly appointed chamber. Afore the man had left, he had informed Riorden the table held instructions from His Majesty King Henry.

      He had begun to walk across the room to retrieve the missive, when he had halted as he had felt a presence in the chamber with him. A shadow of a woman had appeared, dressed in the oddest blue hose he had ever seen. Her strange lavender tunic was cut shockingly low with some sort of odd fasteners running down the front of the garment. Tawny colored hair fell well past her shoulders in soft waves of long, loose curls, which flowed teasingly when she moved. She had been touching the frame of the bedpost, almost reverently, ’til she at last had turned to stare upon him, as if she had finally taken note that he, too, was there. Recognition had flashed across her face with a look of such yearning reflected in her aquamarine eyes, it had torn at his heart, for he had never in his life seen a sign of elation of this magnitude in another.

      He remembered having rubbed his eyes to clear his vision of what surely must have been some kind of trickery, and she had been gone. At the time, he had shaken off what he knew was his imagination making a fool of him. He had begun to leave the room to find Aiden and had not gone but a few steps past his door into the passageway when, blinking his eyes in disbelief from what he was seeing, he had had no doubt that his mind was once more playing games with him. There she had stood, yet again, looking just as lovely as she had but moments afore inside his chamber.

      This time, she had been walking down the corridor towards him whilst brushing her hand along the stones of the wall. His footsteps had faltered and he had felt unable to move by what he was witnessing. He had stared in wide eyed fascination at the strange lights hanging from the ceiling. ’Twas not any kind of candelabrum he had ever seen afore. Even the torches placed in the sconces on the wall had not been familiar to him.

      The woman’s tinkling, merry laughter had rung out, drawing his attention back to her. The sound of her unmistakable joy, which he had been privy to hear, had filled his head with a sense of contentment. He had wondered what she had found so entertaining to make her face radiate such happiness. Her smile had lit up her entire visage with so much delight that it almost seemed unfair that he had not been able to join her in the knowledge of whatever had pleased her so.

      She had continued her steps toward him, but afore he could comprehend her actions, she had begun to vanish, passing right through him and causing his breath to catch in his throat. ’Twas as if they had been one, for the briefest of instances, as he had felt an icy shudder rush through his entire body. He had turned, scanning the passageway behind him, but there had been no sight of her. In truth, if he had not seen her for himself, he would have thought she had not been there at all. Yet, with her disappearance, he had felt a strange, unknown sense of regret, almost as if he had lost something most precious to him.

      A shiver that had nothing to do with the breeze coming from the window began at the top of Riorden’s head and made its way clear down to his feet whilst he was brought back to the present. ’Twas almost as if the dead were calling to him from the grave with these hallucinations of ghosts. But why, then, would he dream of her? Did she have some message to impart to him? Who was she and, more importantly, why did he feel as if he, in truth, knew who she was? She had appeared so real when she had come to him in his sleep, and even now, he could feel the bitter disappointment when he had lost her in his dream as the mist had all but consumed them.

      Riorden stood, grabbed the wooden shutter, and closed it with a soft click as the latch fell into place. He turned and stared at the obnoxious, dark blue, velvet box he had all but forgotten the day afore. No good will come of whatever it holds, he thought, as he made his way to the table. Reaching out for the parchment, he broke the wax seal of the king and scanned the brief few words that seemed to blur as he read. ’Tis time to claim your birthright swam afore his eyes, along with the king’s signature. Opening the box, he swore, for inside was his father’s signet ring. Set in heavy gold, a lion’s head carved from black onyx looked back at him with mocking eyes. The fact that the ring was here could only mean one thing. His father was dead, and the title Riorden never wanted now belonged to him. Damn his father’s soul to hell!

      He shut the lid with a snap. ’Twas obvious King Henry had plans for him, and with this subtle message, he would be duty bound to return to Warkworth, despite his desire never to set foot upon that land ever again. But ’twould not be this day, and, ’til the king came into residence here at Bamburgh, Riorden would continue to put off the inevitable.

      A short knock came at the side chamber where a sleepy eyed Patrick entered. “My lord, you dressed without me assisting,” he cried out in disappointment.

      “Not quite. Help me don this armor, Patrick. I must needs get out of this place, once the sun has risen. We shall find Aiden, break our fast, and head to the stables. Perhaps, a ride on the strand will clear my head.”

      “Does something ail you, Lord Riorden? I can seek out the castle’s healer, if there is a need.”

      “Nay. ’Twas just a restless night, Patrick, not that I need to explain myself,” Riorden declared briskly.

      “My apologies, my lord. I forgot myself.”

      Riorden grumbled beneath his breath, hearing the words my lord one too many times to his liking. He did not care for this form of address when it was referring to him, and yet, he had the distinct feeling ’twas something he must needs get used to.

      The ritual of donning one’s armor took some time, but ’twas better to be prepared, since he did not have a guard to call his own watching his back. Riorden cursed, knowing this would be the next thing to irritate him if the king was to have his way. He quickly realized Patrick was chattering away, and he had no idea what the lad had been saying.

      “...and I have heard tell the place is full of ghosties.”

      “What place?”

      “Well, Bamburgh, of course. I hope we do not run into any that are restless with incomplete business. Do you think ’tis true, Lord Riorden?” Patrick said with a fearful, squeaky voice.

      Riorden looked quickly about his chamber for the apparition that had appeared afore him and yet he saw nothing but the room.

      “Come, Patrick, and let us be about this day,” Riorden uttered, not answering his squire’s question.

      They made their way to the tower stairs to the sound of Riorden’s metal armor clanking then descended to the lower floor. He would put away his fanciful thoughts of the woman in his dreams, wanting nothing more than to enjoy what he could of the morn to its fullest. First, to find Aiden, and then some much needed food. Surely, everything would appear normal on a full stomach.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      Present Day

      

      Katherine’s footsteps faltered suddenly on the tower stairs. She felt dizzy, and it wasn’t from the fact that these blasted circular stone steps were oddly laid. No! She was dizzy because she could have sworn she had caught a vague glimpse of her knight ahead of her in the turret!

      “Come on, you pansy,” Emily prompted with a laugh. “I told you I’d help you down.”

      “You and your silly fear of heights,” Brianna said smugly as she hopped down two stairs at a time.

      Katherine threw them both a look, silencing any further laughter. “It’s not silly, and it’s not the height that’s the problem...well, maybe it is a little,” she declared. “Don’t you hear it?”

      They all stood there in silence, waiting to hear something that, apparently, only Katherine could hear.

      “I don’t hear anything other than tourists,” Juliana replied.

      “Shh!” Katherine hissed as she held up her hand and listened intently. She noticed her friends continued to stand in place, patiently waiting for something to happen. “There it is again.”

      “What?” Brianna, Juliana, and Emily asked, all at the same time.

      Katherine looked at her friends and could only whisper her answer. “Armor.” She noticed the shock on their faces. “Now let’s hurry, and Emily, please help me.”

      “Well, you’re the one who’s taking so long and has to put both feet on one stair before you move on to the next. You’re such a pan−”

      “Don’t you dare call me a pansy again, Emily... Just get me down these damn stairs!” Katherine shrieked.

      It was slow going until Katherine was at last on a lower level floor. Looking for her knight, she observed only the busy hall, overflowing with tourists milling around. Their voices and accents annoyed her as their chatter filled the room.

      “Well? Do you still hear it, Katie?” Juliana questioned awkwardly.

      Katherine only shook her head. “No. It’s all silent now. Dammit...you guys are going to think I’m nuts.”

      “We’d never think that, Katie,” Emily replied.

      “Please don’t worry, sis. It’ll be okay, so don’t look so crestfallen,” Juliana reassured her with a pat on her shoulder.

      “Ooh! I like that word, crestfallen. Can I use it, Jewels, for my dialog I’ve been stuck on?” Brianna asked hopefully.

      “Brie!” Juliana and Emily screeched together.

      “It’s okay, guys. I do feel rather crestfallen,” Katherine croaked through a forced smile.

      “It is a great word,” Brianna declared brightly.

      “Let’s grab us some lunch and have a picnic on the beach,” Emily suggested. “I know you love this place Katie, but to be honest, although Bamburgh is magnificent, it makes me a little uneasy. For some reason, it gives me the creeps…as though, I can almost feel the suffering that has gone on in its history.”

      “Of course it gives you the creeps, silly. The brochure says it’s haunted,” Brianna announced and pulled the pamphlet out of her purse.

      “Not now, you two. Can’t you see Katie is having a hard time?” Juliana said and began ushering the younger women through the throng of tourists.

      “I’ll catch up in a minute,” Katherine called out.

      Leaning her head back, she peered up to once more glance into the turret, straining to keep her sanity, yet at the same time, knowing she hadn’t imagined things. She couldn’t shake the intense feeling that something, or someone, was calling to her. Her nerves were stretched taut, almost to the point where she felt as if they were breaking. To steady herself, Katherine placed her hand on the stones in front of her, the wall of the stairs leading up into the tower. An electrical shock jolted up her arm, causing her to jerk her hand back, rubbing her numb fingertips. Now that was something real, and surely, not just her overactive imagination. What the hell was going on with her and this place?

      She needed fresh air...that’s what she needed. Turning into the Great Hall to catch up with her friends, she found herself riveted to the floor. Even if she’d wanted to move, she couldn’t have. Hardly believing what she was seeing, she became mesmerized when the tourists milling around the chamber slowly vanished before her eyes.

      Only one man was left standing at the far end of the room, or rather, one knight. He had been reaching for something on a table when Katherine saw his shoulders flinch. His red cape swirled around his legs when he turned to face her. Their eyes locked and Katherine’s breath left her at the intensity reflected in his face. Shock, intermingled with excitement, rushed through her. Her whole body began to tingle. Good God, it’s him! Her mind screamed. He stood there with such a commanding presence about him that she had no recourse but to move in his direction.

      Inch by inch, the distance between them lessened as he, too, moved swiftly across the floor. Her arm extended, she reached for him, and yet their meeting was not to be. He quickly vanished, passing right through her. Her body lurched from the contact when the wispy vapor that had been him disintegrated upon their meeting. A soft cry of distress escaped her lips. How could fate be so cruel as to take him from her before they could speak even one word together?

      Modern surroundings returned, and Katherine became disorientated when she was rudely bumped by some jerk, who didn’t even mutter an apology. She swiveled around, trying to see if her knight was maybe still lurking in the hall, but there was no trace of him.

      She had taken no more than a few short steps, when a voice whispered inside her head. Katherine...come back to me, my love. Practically falling into a nearby chair, her hands began to tremble uncontrollably. Certainly, she couldn’t mistake the words that had come upon her, for he had called out her name. Jesus Christ! It was just like in her dream. She ran from the room as if a burning fire were licking at her shoes.

      Her friends gave her a what-the-hell-took-you-so-long look, but Katherine only shrugged. She decided, then and there, to keep what had just happened to herself for a change. The last thing she needed was her friends to think she should be admitted into the closest psych ward.

      It was a beautiful day outside, but Katherine saw none of it, as their little group made its way down to the beach. She refused to go too far from the castle, so they plopped themselves down on the sand with Bamburgh’s shadows surrounding them. They ate their sandwiches with their normal, easy conversation, but something was different. Not with her friends, but with herself. It wasn’t too long before her friends decided to take a walk down the beach. Katherine assured them that she would be fine and just needed some time alone.

      She watched them go to enjoy the afternoon, but Katherine could only feel a sense of loss surrounding her heart. She gazed back over her shoulder where the walls of the castle loomed high above her. Pulling her legs close to her chest, she rested her head on her arms and knees. Try as she might, she couldn’t make sense of the confusion coursing through her. She gave a weary sigh and felt on the verge of crying.

      A sound, almost like thunder, registered in her senses. But even knowing there wasn’t a cloud in the sky, she looked up. Three riders were fast approaching. As they drew closer, she noticed how one raised his hand and stopped to stare in her direction. Startled, her mouth hung open in silence, and she could only surmise she must have fallen asleep. How else, but in a dream, could her knight be riding to her side?
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      Riorden raised his hand and halted his group’s progress along the beach. They had pushed their steeds hard this morn as they galloped along the strand, but that is not what had caused him to stop their return to Bamburgh. There, against the backdrop of the castle, was the woman who had appeared to him yester eve. The very same woman from his dream, and the one he had seen in both the passageway and the Great Hall. Her clothing was unchanged, but he could not, for the life of him, explain her odd garments.

      Aiden came abreast of Riorden’s horse with a question upon his visage. “Is something amiss?”

      Riorden quirked his brow, letting out the breath he had been holding. “Do you see the woman there?” he asked, pointing in the direction of the sand dune ahead of them.

      He watched as Aiden’s gaze swept the sand, but apparently he saw nothing out of the ordinary; just the ocean, the beach, and the castle looming high above. “I see naught, Riorden, and certainly nary a woman.”

      “You will think I am mad when I tell you I see her, but I assure you, I am not.”

      “’Tis a ghostie,” Patrick whispered as he began to cross himself to ward off any evil spirits.

      “Hush, Patrick,” Aiden told his brother.

      Riorden watched as Aiden searched his face, as if to check to see if he were, in truth, a bit mad. He refused to feel ill at ease. So he showed the younger man as normal an appearance as he could muster, to prove he was, indeed, in control of his senses. He nodded to Aiden, who relaxed and leaned back into his saddle to await his orders.

      “Stay here,” Riorden commanded, and then kicked his horse forward ’til he came abreast of the woman sitting on the blanket in the sand. His horse reared as if spooked, and he watched the woman rapidly move in fear of being trampled beneath the heavy hooves. She tripped on the blanket she had been sitting on, but quickly regained her footing to stand afore him although ’twas done somewhat shakily. He got control over his steed and slid from the saddle, giving his mount’s neck a calming pat. It seemed placated as it now stood still as stone.

      Riorden removed his gauntlets and placed them on the saddle. To say that he was hesitant to come too close to this ghostly apparition, was an understatement. As he drew closer, Riorden tried to conceal his shock when he saw the woman had her oddly shaped hose rolled up, exposing her ankles. As he gazed at her feet peeking through the sand, he backed up, thinking perchance she was plagued with some sort of malady since her toes were oddly colored. Still, he could not take his eyes from her although, in truth, she was but a vague transparent vision and, mayhap, merely a figment of his imagination.

      “I can’t believe it’s you,” she exclaimed in a hushed, excited tone, more to herself, he thought, than for his ears. “But, you’re dressed differently.”

      Riorden’s brow drew together in confusion. Looking down at his attire, he saw nothing out of the ordinary of how he had garbed himself for the past ten years. They were Dristan’s colors, true, but he saw no harm in wearing the garments ’til ordered otherwise by his king. His eyes widened in further disbelief. Although he had seen her mouth moving, her words were not spoken out loud. They came, instead, into his head. He scowled in frustration, thinking he appeared an imbecile. He understood nary of what was going on, but he cared naught for it at all!

      “Who are you,” he questioned irritably, “and what is it you want from me, ghost?”

      “Ghost? What are you talking about?” she replied. There was just a touch of annoyance in her stance to show she was as affected as he by what was happening to them. “You’re the ghost, not me.”

      A forced laugh burst from his lips, and Riorden placed his arms across his chest in an attempt to recover his senses. “’Tis just my luck, I come upon a spirit not of this world, and she does not know her place. Dristan would be most amused.” He looked back towards Aiden and Patrick and heard their nervous laughter. He must look the fool to be standing here alone, talking and laughing to himself.

      She cocked her head to one side as if assessing his worth. “Well, I don’t know who this Dristan is, but I assure you, I know where I come from and where I belong.”

      “Do you?” he harrumphed. “I think you must be a witch, so be gone and leave me in peace.”

      Riorden watched her face fall in sorrow. She appeared as though she was about to cry, if a ghost could possibly shed tears, that is.

      “You want me to go away?” she asked quietly, almost in disbelief he would ask such of her. Her lower lip quivered, surprising him that even a wraith could have tenderhearted feelings.

      “I do not know why you have appeared to me, but you must return to the afterworld and leave me be. I can only surmise by your strange garments and the way you expose yourself that you were a loose woman. I have no time to assist you with your unfinished business to save your immortal soul. I am here on important matters for the king.”

      There was a short catch in her breath. Was his mind playing tricks with him yet again, or did it appear as if she was attempting to memorize his features.

      “Even here, across the span of time, I finally find my knight, only to learn his armor has rusted solid, and he has no place for me in his heart.”

      “Do not upset yourself, damsel,” Riorden said, offering what limited amount of comfort he could, for he saw the anguish in her eyes from his words. It mattered not he was still distressed that he was observing this specter in front of him, let alone having a conversation with her. He did not like to cause any lady harm, be she ghost or of this world. ’Twas against his knightly vows to protect, against the code of chivalry he had lived his life by.

      She continued gazing upon his face ’til she reached out her hand to touch him. The gesture startled him, and instinctively, he jerked away. She gave him a sad sort of smile, afore she, too, stepped further back with an apparently irritated stomp of her foot. “Jesus Christ! I can’t believe this,” she swore.

      “My lady, I─”

      “Ugh!” She all but growled at him, and he was puzzled as to what had caused her outburst, let alone to take the Lord’s name in vain. Turning her back to him, she began muttering beneath her breath. She ran her hand through her tawny colored hair, afore she finally returned her attention to him with a grim expression. Her aquamarine eyes leveled on his face, all but boring into his very soul. “I’ve dreamed of you my entire life, for God’s sake, and now that you’re here, you can barely stand the sight of me. I’m not some kind of freak, you know. You must be here for a reason, or didn’t you think of that? It’s not fair you can be right here in front of me and want nothing to do with me!”

      Bitterness dripped from her words, along with a touch of helplessness. Her eyes pleaded with him for some kind of understanding. Something about her made Riorden pause. He wanted to know what troubled her, and why she was lashing out at him. What in her life had made her laugh? What made her cry? Was it just his imagination, or was there some twinge of a memory of her in the far recesses of his mind that was just out of his reach and recollection? He could feel ’twas of much import, so how could he have stupidly forgotten such a grave matter as to remember her possibly being a part of his life?

      The odd sensation that she was significant to him lingered on the edges of what little he had left of his intelligence and the odd circumstances in which he found himself. The harder he tried to think of her and why he felt as if he should know her, the harder it became to keep a grasp on the reality that he was conversing with a ghost. God’s Wounds...get a grip, you fool!

      He shook his head at the fanciful notion that briefly crossed his mind. For a moment, he actually had thoughts of wanting to spend more time with her. He must put an end to such nonsense and any thoughts of what was not meant to be. Whatever was plaguing her, or even her reason for appearing to him, he was unable to do much for her other than to pray she would at last find comfort in her afterlife.

      “I know not what you speak of, damsel. I wish you no ill will, but I cannot in all good conscience help you save your soul. Only God can forgive you of your sins whilst you were here on earth. You must atone for your sins to Him.”

      “You don’t understand...” the ghost began, but Riorden held up his hand to halt any further words.

      “Aye, you have that aright. I do not understand any of the past two days, nor do I wish to. I just want my life to return to the hellish circumstances put afore me of late that I must needs attend to. Those, I can comprehend and deal with, but not this...absurdity with visions of ghosts, playing tricks inside my head. I say this to you again...be gone fair maiden, and may you rest in peace!”

      She nodded her head, as if she finally understood his words to leave him be. But ’twas the tears coursing down her cheeks and the look of grief in her eyes that made him realize he had erred in not trying further to help her cause. He took a step forwards, but ’twas too late to offer her what solace he might afford her. He could already feel her slipping from his side.

      She slowly backed away from him. “Oh God...I don’t even know your name,” she sobbed across his mind, and was gone.

      “Katherine!” Riorden rasped out, for he felt an unfamiliar loneliness creep upon him as she vanished, yet again, afore his eyes. For one brief instant, when he had watched her crying, he had felt a connection to another he never thought would find him again. Her disappearance left him feeling bereft and out of sorts. Confused with his inner thoughts, he could only stand there in a daze. At least, he could tell himself he knew her name. Merde...what had he done?
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      Katherine could only stare at the vacant space where, but a moment before, stood her knight; arrogant, suspicious knight that he was. She supposed she couldn’t blame him, given the centuries separating them. She gave the briefest of glances down to the sand, hoping against hope she would see some evidence of his footprints, or that of his horse’s. Of course, that wasn’t to be. Although it saddened her, she had seen him with her waking eyes and knew, at some point in time, he existed. She smiled brightly. He had actually called her name, before disappearing from her view. Her heart filled with endless joy, knowing he knew who she was. They were connected. She had known it all along. All she wanted to do now was find out who he was and what part of history he belonged in!

      She heard her friends calling out to her, their voices carried on the ocean wind. They hurried up the beach to her side as if something was wrong. Nothing could be further from the truth.

      “Are you alright?” Juliana asked in concern. “We saw you stumble and fall.”

      “Was it a pesky bee?” pried Brianna with a grimace as she swatted at a fly. “I hate bugs; such nasty things.”

      “Ugh, and the germs they carry,” Emily added as she reached inside her purse for her ever present bottle of hand sanitizer.

      “Ladies, I must ask for your help with a bit of research,” Katherine proposed with a smile. “I know this is our vacation and all, but it’s important. If we could find the local library, I would appreciate anything you could dig up on the castle and its inhabitants over the centuries.”

      Katherine was amused as she watched her friends’ facial expressions change from skepticism, to thinking her downright crazy, and then to hope while she told them of her knight. For if there was one thing the four of them were good at, it was research.

      Katherine was determined to find out answers of who this man, who continued to haunt her dreams and now her waking hours, was. She must find out his name, right away, before her stay at Bamburgh was over. And time, unfortunately, was not on her side.
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      The amount of history behind Bamburgh Castle, a fortification dating back to 547 AD, was staggering. It was no small wonder Katherine had a major migraine. Her friends had been relentless in their questions to somehow narrow down the time period her knight had lived. Since she could only give the description of the fire breathing dragon on his tabard, there wasn’t much to go by. Even the lion’s head from her dreams had given them no further clue as to who the man was. She was about to throw in the towel and call this a lost cause. Still...something nagged at her to keep on her quest to find her answers.

      She stood, stretching her arms above her, and looked down at the bent heads of her sisters of her heart, while they continued perusing various books. She was surprised their pens still held any ink, since they had all been scribbling furiously across pads of paper for hours, or so it seemed. And yet, like the good troopers they were, they continued searching on her behalf. She couldn’t ask for a better bunch of friends.

      “You guys are the best, but I think I need a break,” Katherine said quietly, so as not to disturb the other people sitting nearby. “Anyone want to come with me up to the castle?”

      Emily rose. “I’ll go. I’d hate for you to use your hands and knees to crawl up some turret just because you felt the need to get to the top. You’d never make it without me.”

      “Jewels? Brie? Do you want to come?” Katherine asked.

      “You two go ahead. I’m on a roll here,” Brianna said, returning to what she had been reading.

      Juliana only mumbled something that sounded as if she’d stay put, too, so Katherine and Emily hopped in the car and drove the short distance up to the car park at Bamburgh. A bus load of tourists were disembarking from their vehicle at the same time they arrived, and Katherine got lost in the rush of mankind. Their conversations became a whirl as they busily talked and bumped into one another to get the best view. All the while, their cameras clicked and flashed. Katherine rolled her eyes. Tourists! Even though she was one of them herself, at least she wasn’t obnoxious about it. She was getting tired of people rudely pushing her out of their way.

      Emily saw her dilemma, since she could basically see over most people’s heads, and took the lead, grabbing Katherine by the arm and ushering her through the throng of people. She gave Katherine a look that clearly had only one meaning.

      “Thanks Em, but I’m afraid I’m not going to be growing taller anytime soon,” Katherine laughed.

      “You’re such a short little pan−”.

      “Don’t you dare finish that word,” Katherine threatened, only causing Emily to roar aloud with elation.

      “Come on, Katie. Let’s see where you take us today.”

      To be honest, Katherine wasn’t sure where she wanted to go and had no particular direction in mind. They’d been on the tour already and had seen the archaeological dig that was an ongoing project by the current owners of the castle. And they’d been in the courtyard of the keep where they’d seen several cheerful newlyweds getting married. That, of course, only caused them to mutter to themselves how they hated seeing happy couples everywhere they went.

      “Let’s go down to the armory. Maybe something there will pique our interest,” Katherine suggested.

      As they made their way to the lower floor, they were surprised to see that, for the most part, they were relatively alone. While they were looking at the detail of a glass encased suit of armor, most likely from the thirteenth century, a door at the far end of the room opened. They watched a man take off his glasses and proceed up the stairs, polishing something in a rag he held in his hand.

      Katherine felt as if someone actually gave her a nudge. Her feet started moving in the direction of the partially open door. It was a welcoming invitation if she ever saw one. Looking to the left and then to her right, it appeared no one was bothering to pay much attention to her.

      “Come on, Emily,” Katherine whispered as she put her hand on the door knob.

      “Are you crazy, Katie? We could get into so much trouble!”

      “Shh, Em. I don’t know why, but I’ve got to see what’s inside this room.”

      “Geez Katie...we’re going to end up in the gaol and thrown out of the country,” Emily whispered emphatically, through clenched teeth.

      Katherine opened the wooden door, expecting to hear an alarm sound off. But there were no bells or whistles ringing loudly to warn of intruders. Peeking inside the room only gave evidence of it being empty of other human beings. Quietly closing the door behind them, Katherine came rapidly to the conclusion the room was climate controlled when she heard the soft buzz of machines sucking the humidity from the air.

      They made their way inside and admired the rare treasures before their eyes. It was a veritable goldmine of history at their fingertips. Armor, weaponry, arrowheads, period clothing, historic vases, and dinnerware were all within their reach, if they but cared to touch such rare artifacts, or at least those that were not enclosed in a protective case. They resisted the urge, knowing even one touch from the oil contained in their hands would deteriorate the fragile materials of such historic artifacts.

      It was an ever so enticing invitation, but they put their hands in their pockets instead, just in case they couldn’t help but give into the impulse. Temptation surrounded them with every turn they made. As they wandered around the room, they could only stare in speechless wonder at everything their eyes beheld. Katherine gave a sigh of pure pleasure to be able to view such a magnificent collection, most likely too fragile and valuable to be on display for the public.

      Reaching the center of the room, she felt compelled to turn to her left. A painting of considerable size rested against a large easel, and Katherine had the notion that the gentleman who had left the chamber was in the process of restoring the artwork. Her feet moved without her even realizing she was walking as she made her way to see what was inside the golden frame. Once she stood before the canvas, she couldn’t believe her eyes. Her breath left her. Her heart surely stopped beating. Her knees buckled beneath her, and she fell upon them onto the cold stone floor. Tears filled her eyes and ran down her cheeks in recognition of who was in the portrait.

      It was him...standing there with Warkworth Castle in the backdrop. It was the same castle that had reduced her to tears only days ago. The artist, whoever he had been, had captured him to perfection, especially his incredible eyes. Katherine felt that she could drown in those eyes if she were allowed to gaze at him in the flesh. He was dressed as he had been in her dream, with the lion head on his surcoat. He held a sword in front of him, its tip gracing the earth. His hands rested one atop the other on the golden hilt, adorned by a large, sapphire stone that was obviously of some worth. His hair blew gently in the breeze, and one could tell by looking at his expression in this portrait that he had been none too pleased to have had to stand still for its painting. He portrayed enough pure, raw energy to knock her off her feet, and in essence he already had, given that she was kneeling on the floor.

      As she continued staring at his portrait, she wondered what in the world he had been staring at, for the look on his face practically scorched her with passion. What had held his interest? Suddenly, the room became exceedingly hot. It seemed as if her knight was actually pulling her through time to be with him.

      Katherine...come back to me, my love.

      Her eyes widened to once again hear those haunting words inside her head. It was as if he was calling out to her and asking her to do the impossible. Her heart beat wildly in her chest. Her body began to shake all over. She sensed she was actually standing there next to him, even to the point of feeling the soft breeze ruffling her hair. She felt heat radiating from his body as desire coursed through her, knowing he was within reach. Merciful heavens, he was close enough to touch.

      She watched in vivid fascination when his grin began to widen, and he held out his hand for her to take. Her own fingers began to tingle in anticipation of that very first touch. A gasp escaped her, and she knew a part of her dream was about to become a reality. She blinked, just to clear her vision from the tears threatening to fall down her checks. But that was a mistake, for she ruined everything by doing so.

      Suddenly, she became disoriented, when she was unwillingly ripped back to the present as if she was being tossed about in the turbulent whitecaps of the sea. Wavering on her knees, air rushed back into her lungs while a feeling of desolation at what she had lost consumed her.

      A high pitched whistle rent the air. “Wow!” Emily declared, just as stunned at what she, too, was witnessing. “Are you alright?”

      “I’m fine, really.”

      “You don’t look it. Your face is all pale.”

      She couldn’t reply even if she wanted to. Instead, Katherine leaned forward, searching for a name plate, and discovered it was missing. Her legs wobbled when she finally managed to make it to her feet, and she reached out to turn the frame around.

      “Don’t touch that,” a man’s voice called sharply, halting her progress.

      He came into full view of the room, and Katherine wondered if he had perhaps been watching them for some time. He must have noticed her tears, since he reached into his jacket and proceeded to hand her a handkerchief. She stared at it oddly, thinking to herself, who carries a hankie with them anymore?

      “Thank you,” she said softly, as Emily reached over to steady her.

      “You shouldn’t be in here,” he stated matter-of-factly.

      “Yes, I know. I really have no excuse why we’re here. It’s really not a habit of mine to go barging into rooms I shouldn’t enter. This may sound really crazy, but I felt I just had to come inside, and now I know why,” Katherine said as she returned her gaze to stare at her knight.

      “Thought maybe you were out to steal something. That’s generally the case when someone’s caught pilfering the coffers, so to speak,” he gave a brief laugh at his own joke. “Names Simon.”

      “I’m Katherine, and this is Emily.”

      “Pleasure. So...you’re interested in my friend here?” he asked, apparently still leery that they were out to steal an object held in this room.

      “Do you know him? You know his name?” Katherine asked, almost pleading with him to share what information he knew.

      Simon watched her for a few moments before he gave her a smile. “Yes, of course, I know who he is.” He proceeded to open the cloth he had been holding and went to work re-installing the missing nameplate into the frame.

      Katherine stood there, fidgeting and willing Simon to finish his work quickly so she could at last know her knight’s name. It seemed like an eternity before he was satisfied and finally stood. Katherine tried to look around him, but he stayed in front of the portrait, blocking her view.

      “You know, I have to ask. What’s so interesting about a twelfth century portrait of a man most people don’t even remember or care about these days? Why would two young American women risk going to jail just to have a glimpse of my friend here?” Simon questioned as he pointed behind him to the painting.

      Katherine and Emily both looked to the other, and Emily shrugged her shoulders. “You wouldn’t believe it if we told you,” Katherine said.

      “Give me a try. I have a very active imagination.”

      “I’m not sure where to start,” Katherine replied honestly.

      Simon looked at them both again and shrugged before he turned his attention and stared directly at Katherine, who began to squirm under his intense stare.

      “Maybe it will help if I tell you a bit of castle lore,” he began, and, from their silence, he decided to continue. “It’s said, the castle is haunted by several ghosts, who I’m sure you already know about, since it’s pretty much common knowledge. What you may not know, however, is that it’s said a particular knight has been haunting these walls for centuries, searching for a woman he lost,” he explained, pausing in his story to look again at Katherine. Putting his hand to his chin, he continued his examination of her as his eyes raked her from head to toe. “You fit the description, especially given the many women who have come in contact with him over the years with similar looks. There is no proof, of course, they spoke the truth of what they saw. There never is in the case of a ghost.”

      Emily pulled the castle brochure out of her purse and scanned it quickly. “There’s nothing here about a knight haunting Bamburgh.”

      Simon seemed suddenly ill at ease with Emily’s observation. “Well, we tend to keep that story out of the press as much as possible. Some women have run screaming from the place when they’ve encountered him. He tends to be somewhat ornery that he can’t find her, or so I’ve been told.”

      Katherine tried to look around the obnoxious man, but Simon still wouldn’t move out of her way. She sighed and stared him directly in the face. “That can’t be good for business.”

      “Precisely why we don’t want to advertise it, not that that hasn’t stopped all the ghost hunters from trying to get actual proof he exists. But still, he has been known to roam the passageways from time to time. It’s obvious he hasn’t as yet found whoever he is looking for.”

      “May I?” Katherine whispered. Simon at long last stood aside so she could view the name of the man from her dreams.

      She had to admit she had a hard time focusing on the golden metal and had to wipe her eyes several times before it finally came into focus. But there, directly before her vision, were the words she had longed to know, etched lovingly in a beautiful Edwardian script: Riorden de Deveraux, Earl of Warkworth. She raised her head heaven bound in gratitude she now at last knew his identity. Riorden...his name caressed her mind as if he had touched her himself and in its knowing, she looked into those beautiful blue eyes once more, felt the world spin around her, and promptly passed out cold.
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      Riorden, Aiden, and Patrick entered the Great Hall in the midst of complete disorder. From the amount of cleaning and scurrying the servants were doing, ’twas clear King Henry would soon take up residence in the keep. He came here often since its construction several years prior, and it was generally where he preferred to reside. Furniture was in the process of being moved, and it appeared they would be in the way, unless they retired to their chambers. He was bumped into by a servant, who muttered a hasty apology, afore she began assisting with the rushes to be cleared out, along with the muck that had accumulated underneath the filthy straw.

      The door to the keep burst open, and its sound echoed off the walls, drawing attention from the inhabitants within. Curses were shouted, followed by several grunts, afore a body was thrown in through the entrance. Several knights entered and grabbed at the now unconscious man, who lay sprawled upon the floor. As the knights hauled him to his feet, the servants turned back to their business of tidying the castle for the king’s pleasure. ’Twas apparent they were used to such scenes as this.

      The leader of the king’s men strolled through the portal and looked upon his prisoner with a sneer. “Let us move this Irish scum down to the dungeon. Perhaps some time in his new quarters will remind this insolent pig to whom his allegiance is required and whom he must serve.”

      His words must have roused the man as he again began to attempt to fight his way to freedom. The prisoner’s fists connected several times, amidst complaints from those trying to move him across the floor.

      “Hail, Danior,” Riorden called out as he made his way towards the ongoing scuffle.

      “Damnation! What brings you here to Bamburgh?”

      “Perhaps you are in need of assistance?” Riorden asked, with a smirk. He proceeded to cuff the outlaw on the chin and watched in satisfaction as the insensible man’s head dropped back down to his chest.

      “I was more than capable of handling the situation,” Danior exclaimed, obviously annoyed at Riorden’s interference. He placed his hand on the hilt of his sword to make his point.

      Riorden laughed and put up his hands in mock surrender. “Do not take offense, mon ami. I but needed to release some pent up frustration. There are strange goings on here about the castle grounds.”

      The king’s knights began making their way below the keep, and Riorden followed. They went down several flights of stairs still dragging the cumbersome outlaw, none too gently. Torches lit the tunnel they passed through with an eerie glow, and they came to an open chamber. The king’s men took their prisoner to the far end of the room and began binding him with ropes attached high on the wall itself. The man fell to his knees, but did not rise. ’Twas evident he was in no condition to cause more trouble.

      Riorden came to the man and pulled his head up by the hair. Hatred flashed in the man’s eyes, but Riorden only gave a leer of satisfaction that another rebel against the king had been captured. He let go of the man’s hair and returned his attention to those who still stood afore him.

      “’Tis been some time since our paths have crossed, de Grey. I did not expect to see you here. Last I heard, you were still journeying in France,” Riorden commented dryly. “Did you tire of taking coins from the French as you won their tournaments?”

      “’Twas time to come home, or so I thought. Nothing like good English soil beneath one’s feet, eh?” Danior smiled. “But what of you, Riorden? Tired of following in the glory of the Devil’s Dragon?”

      “’Tis good you have been considered a friend for many years, or I would demand satisfaction in the lists.”

      “I may insult you again, just so I can get a good workout for a change,” Danior guffawed. “I swear, I have not had a decent bit of training since last we met.”

      Riorden chuckled and introduced Aiden and Patrick. “Perchance, whilst we await the king, I can accommodate such a request.”

      Danior laughed at the thought of the challenge. “So good of you, old man.”

      “I am not much older than you, Danior.”

      “You still have a couple of years on me. Have you seen your brother?”

      “Gavin? He is here?”

      “Aye. I saw him but two days ago, when we split up to go in separate directions in search of our tricky scoundrel over there. He should be returning soon, for this is where we were to meet up again.

      “Then I shall look forward to the reunion, as it has been many years since I last saw that troublemaking brother of mine.”

      “He has not changed much over the years, I am afraid,” Danior replied, and slapped Riorden on the back. He then went to check the bonds to ensure a good solid knot had been tied about the criminal’s arms and ankles. “But let us continue this later. I must admit, I am in need of food and ale after my chase through the countryside these many days. King Henry can deal out punishment and pass judgment on this rebel, now that we have achieved our goal. He’s not going anywhere lest ’tis to have his neck stretched from a good solid English oak.”

      They left the man hanging from the wall. Yet, Riorden hung back, whilst everyone strode through the tunnel towards the stairs leading back above to the Great Hall. He had a strange feeling come over him, and he turned to look into the gloomy interior of the room. A doorway off to the side of the tunnel caught his eye, and he felt compelled to move towards it. Opening the wooden door, he grasped his sword hilt in his palm and peered into the room.

      He was none too happy by what he was witnessing. His ghostly vision was again afore him, but she was not alone. And these ghosts were garbed in the same oddly fashioned garments as she had been the other times he had encountered her, he noticed with apprehension. When he observed her being held in the arms of another, his jaw clenched. There was yet one more wraithlike figure of a woman, but he dismissed her, even though she appeared concerned for Katherine’s welfare. He came forward, pulling his sword from its scabbard. How dare that swine touch a lady in such a manner?

      “Katherine,” he called out, but ’twas obvious none could hear him. How was he to defend her honor, if drawing his sword did nothing more than to cause the man to swat at it as if shooing away a bug?

      Jealousy swam afore his eyes when the male phantom began to lower Katherine to the ground. The other woman kept calling her Katie and took something out of the bag she carried. ’Twas some kind of parchment, although he had never seen the like afore. She began fanning it in front of Katherine’s face, seemingly to revive her.

      He knelt down beside her and saw she yet lived...well...lived being a figurative word, since she was naturally only a spirit. He was uneasy when the woman on the other side of Katherine looked up and gazed at him most intently. She gave him a broad smile and a bold wink. ’Twas such an unexpected gesture that it startled him. But then he returned his attention to the woman of his dreams, whose eyes began to flutter open.

      He was so very close to her. As she turned to gaze upon him, he saw the beauty of her soul within the blue-green of her eyes. The smile she gave him lit up her whole face again when she recognized him. He could do nothing more than return her stare, for within the depths of those beautiful eyes, he beheld all the love one person could possibly hold for another. Her gaze pierced and entrapped his weary, ice cold heart. He stood and stumbled back from the intensity of what he had just witnessed, feeling as if he had just been burned. God’s blood...can this beautiful ghost be in love with me?
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