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Chapter One: Roots in Tiaret 
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The dusty alleyways of Biban Mesbah, nestled in Algeria’s northwestern Tiaret Province, seemed far removed from the roar of an Olympic boxing arena. Yet within those modest streets and cinder-block homes began the journey of a girl destined to punch through every barrier set before her social, economic, and biological. Imane Khelif was born on May 2, 1999, in Aïn Sidi Ali, a village of farmers and laborers who had seen more hardship than headlines. 

Her father was a man of tradition, shaped by a generation where daughters didn’t step into rings. Her mother, quieter but observant, noticed the way Imane moved with certainty, even in childhood games. Her energy outpaced the other children, and her deûance of norms emerged early. Where most girls her age played indoors or stayed cloaked under family watch, Imane tore through the village ûelds, racing boys, chasing goals, and returning home with scraped knees and tales of victory. 
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