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      Lynette shifted her backpack as she walked through the rain past the bus stop. The wind whipped down the concrete canyon chilling her further. It was only four in the afternoon and dark already. Of course, it had been dark with heavy clouds all day.

      Still, the rain made everything smell so good. She could always catch the scent of water from the Fremont Cut, just on the other side of her building.

      The bus drove up, splashing water everywhere even though it was moving slowly. Her jeans were already drenched with the two block walk from work

      She stood behind the crowd, looking longingly at the bus, her way home.

      But she’d have to catch another one. She needed to shop.

      She really wanted to just go home and not talk to anyone. She was talked out. There had been meetings all day long. Nothing else had gotten done for the project.

      However, John, one of her project partners, had set her up on a blind date. Well, not really a date. His friend Brandon had tickets for the Nutcracker and his date had cancelled due to illness, leaving him with an extra ticket.

      To be fair, his date was his mom, but still, Lynette felt a little leery.

      “Lynette, you’ll love him,” said John. “He’s good looking, funny and tells great stories.”

      Which was probably code for bombastic know-it-all who never shuts up.

      But Lynette had agreed because she was new to town and really, really, wanted to go see the ballet. So, that was the upside. Maybe.

      The downside was, her few fancy clothes were in storage in her parents’ garage in California. She hadn’t sent for them yet, because in the month she’d moved up here, all she’d done was work. Almost nonstop. She hadn’t even furnished her apartment past a bed and a chair.

      Plus, she wasn’t feeling great about her looks. She’d spent the last month just trying to stay afloat at the new job and still felt like she was sinking. Looks had never been her strong point and she felt insecure.

      But it wasn’t really a date. She was just using someone’s free ticket, right? No pressure. She let out a deep breath.

      Lynette stood staring at the corner. To the left held mostly restaurants and cafes. She walked down the other sidewalk and saw a shop called Bibi’s Bargain Boutique.

      It was worth a try.

      The window held a display of fake Christmas trees and old fashioned ornaments. There was even a color wheel that moved from yellow to green to red to blue, shifting the tone of the display.

      She walked in the door and bells hanging on it jingled pleasantly.

      The shop was filled with the scent of bayberry. Lynette’s mom used to burn bayberry candles at Christmas time. The smell took her right back to her childhood.

      It was warm inside. She unbuttoned her raincoat.

      “Come on in and dry out,” said an older woman behind the counter.

      “Thanks, it’s pouring out there.”

      “Winter in Seattle,” said the woman. “Let me know if I can help you find anything.”

      “I’m looking for a fancy dress.”

      “Oh, I’ve got a lovely collection of them,” she said. “I’m Bibi.”

      “You’re the owner.”

      “Well, I used to be. I passed the shop on to my daughter, but she’s currently bedridden. Until she has her baby. So, I’ve come out of retirement for a short time to help out. It’s all good though, I love Christmas.”
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