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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      The teachings within The Sons of the Prophets were delivered by Theodore Andoseh at a children course organised by the World University of Prayer and Fasting (WUPF) in February 2016 in Koume, Cameroon. Though initially intended for a young audience, the message speaks to believers of all ages who seek to inherit and preserve a genuine spiritual legacy.

      In a time when spiritual distractions and competing ideologies abound, the challenge of nurturing sons of the prophets—those who will carry on the spiritual legacy of their leaders—has never been more urgent. The Sons of the Prophets is a call to young disciples, mentors, and Christian leaders alike to embrace their God-given inheritance of faith and obedience.

      This book draws extensively on biblical examples to illustrate the principles of spiritual alignment. We learn from King Saul's downfall when he refused to emulate Samuel’s fear of God. Conversely, David’s lineage was blessed because his descendants, like Solomon and Asa, initially followed the ways of their spiritual forefathers.

      The concept of sons of the prophets is also exemplified by Solomon’s school of learning, where wisdom and purity were taught under his father David’s mentorship. However, when Solomon deviated from his father's spiritual discipline, the nation suffered. Likewise, Manasseh's reign illustrates the devastation that follows when a leader forsakes the godly path laid out by their spiritual predecessors.

      Through these stories and more, the book reveals that to be a true son or daughter of the prophet, one must inherit not merely teachings but the deep, personal relationship with God that characterized the leaders who came before. It is a relationship based not on systems, traditions, or structures, but on a daily walk with God, empowered by a heart of obedience and love for Christ.

      May this book serve as both an inspiration and a warning, that we might strive to follow God with the same intensity as those who paved the way before us.
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            THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS—1

          

          Definition and biblical examples

        

      

    

    
      WHO ARE SONS OF THE PROPHETS?

      
        
        Acts 3: 25

        And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’

      

      

      You are the sons of the prophets, you are the heirs of the prophets, sons of prophets. In the Bible, the prophets used to have disciples; prophet Elijah, prophet Elisha, had many disciples. They selected young people to train, young people who would live with them, so that they could train them. They were to be their apprentices. They would live with them and learn from them how to serve God, how to know God. Samuel lived with Eli in order to know God so that one day he would serve God. Elijah had some young people with him, in order to train them to know God, so as to produce revival. When Elijah was to die, he travelled from a town called Jericho to the place where God would take him. And we find that wherever he stopped, they were in that town a group of young people that Elijah had been training. That group of young people were called sons of the prophets. They were disciples of the prophets. They were learning from the prophets how to know God, they were learning from the prophets how to live for God, they were learning from the prophets how to serve God-they were sons of the prophets. They were not called disciples of the prophets, because they had a personal relationship with the prophets. They were each to have a personal relationship with the prophets, they were to the prophets like their children. They built the relationship with the prophets; some of them lived with the prophets, but several of them used to gather in their town and the prophet visited them regularly. He would teach them, he would look at their lives, he would correct them, and then he would travel on. These young people that gathered in the town and learnt how to know God and how to serve God, were called sons of the prophets.

      YOUNG PEOPLE WHO WANT TO KNOW GOD

      
        
        2 Kings 2: 15

        The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground before him.

      

      

      So, you find that in the life of Elijah, in Bethel, there were sons of prophets. It does not mean that the prophets gave birth to them with their wives, it is the young people that the prophets gathered to know God and to serve them. That is why they were called sons of prophets, it does not mean that they were natural sons of the prophets, even though the sons of Isaiah were prophets. Isaiah was a prophet, his wife was a prophetess, and their children were prophetic signs. So, the children had prophecy on them. Their children carried prophecy. But these other sons with Elijah; Elijah was not married, he did not have a wife, but there were these young people that loved God. He taught them to love God so that they could love God. You see that when he was about to go to Jericho alone, there were already over 50, and Bethel, there were some. They were the sons of the prophets. Young people who in their young age wanted to know God and to serve God.

      You can be one of them, while you are young, you can be one of those who desire to serve God, so that you will serve God in the future, or even start serving God now.

      A SCHOOL OF PROPHETS

      
        
        2 Kings 4: 38

        Elisha returned to Gilgal and there was a famine in that region. While the company of the prophets was meeting with him, he said to his servant, “Put on the large pot and cook some stew for these prophets.”

      

      

      Elisha was the next prophet after Elijah. When he became a prophet, he also had young people that he was training to know God. But in his own case, he gathered them, and lived with them. Their own case was like a school of prophets; one senior with many young people who wanted to know God; living with them so they could learn how to know God and how to serve God.

      PRACTICAL PEOPLE—SERVANTS

      
        
        2 Kings 6: 1-2

        The company of the prophets said to Elisha, “Look, the place where we meet with you is too small for us. 2 Let us go to the Jordan, where each of us can get a pole; and let us build a place there for us to meet.”

      

      

      The sons of the prophets were practical people, they were good servants, they were living with Elisha, and they wanted to build a larger dormitory. Elisha gathered the sons of the prophets in one place, to live with them. They used to cook in one big pot, so they ate together, they lived together, and Elisha used to send some of them to serve the Lord. He would tell them something to go and say. He would give them a message from God to go and repeat.

      YOUNG PROPHETS

      
        
        2 Kings 9: 1-2

        The prophet Elisha summoned a man from the company of the prophets and said to him, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take this flask of olive oil with you and go to Ramoth Gilead. When you get there, look for Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi. Go to him, get him away from his companions and take him into an inner room.

      

      

      The son of the prophet had become the young prophet. Elisha gathered people who were zealous to love God, who wanted to live with God, who wanted to be holy, who wanted to pray, they were his young disciples. So Elijah produced more than 400 prophets. Jezebel had produced 800 prophets, Baal’s prophets, prophets of Asherah idols. Jezebel was the queen of Israel, she produced 850 prophets of Baal. Elijah wanted that there should be many young people who know God, so that the nation will not be lost. When the leaders abandon God, when the leaders are sinning, that is the time for the sons of prophets. The sons of the prophets are needed to keep the whole church from backsliding when their leaders have backslidden. Elijah wanted to have many sons of prophets so that there would be many prophets in Israel. Because the kings of Israel had abandoned God, he decided to make many disciples. In many towns, he gathered those who were hungry for God to build them, to live with them, to help them to know God, so that the knowledge of God would not disappear when the leaders are busy committing sin.

      A SCHOOL OF PROPHETS

      Actually, the World University of Prayer and Fasting (WUPF) is a kind of a school of prophets. To gather those who want to know God, to teach them to know God, to walk with God, and to serve God. I was saying that I can guess the number of prophets that Elijah wanted to build. God had told him that there were 7000 all over Israel, who had not followed Baal. I am sure that Elijah wanted to find them, because he had not known that they were there. He wanted to know them and build them, so that the nation would not be lost and he worked hard. We don't know in how many other towns, and he succeeded.

      Even in Ahab's life, there were already many prophets. When Ahab went to war and did not kill the king he was supposed to kill, there was a prophet that came to warn him. There were many prophets in the time of Elijah. It seems to be a characteristic. In the time of David, because David was a great warrior, many warriors emerged. In the time of Elijah, because Elijah was a great prophet, many prophets emerged. David was a great worshipper and in his time, many worshippers, great worshippers emerged; Asa, Ethan, Jeduthun. Because Moses was a great leader, in the time of Moses many leaders emerged. Even 1000 years after Moses, there were leaders. They were called the judges; the judges were the successors of Moses. They were not his biological children, but they were the people that God raised to continue what he had started.

      I believe that I am a son of Brother Zach and that I want his vision to be accomplished. If I am truly a son of Brother Zach, then I will produce many people who want to accomplish his vision. What you are, you multiply it around you. If nobody is doing or has done or can do what you are doing, it means you are not truly committed. Our lives are a lie if other people cannot catch the fire that is in us. Elijah worked hard, and the prophet that came after him worked very hard, he was called Elisha. He even increased what Elijah did, he even gathered the prophets to live with him- those were the sons of prophets. And we are saying that the WUPF is a kind of a school of prophets; we want to gather young people, even children like Samuel and raise them to know God. We want to gather many young people. We want to let the world know that in Koume, those who have walked with God for many years can build others to know God, to serve the Lord, to be filled with the Holy Spirit; so that in our corrupt world, they will always be those who know God. We can do what Elisha did, we can buy big pots, and gather young people, and build them.
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