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Chapter 1: Deck the Halls
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The air was thick with the scent of pine and cinnamon as Jared adjusted the last ornament on the tree, stepping back to admire their handiwork. Soft holiday music played in the background, mingling with the warm glow of the lights that cast a soft, golden hue over the room.

Penny stood beside him, a mischievous smile tugging at her lips as she caught his gaze. “I think it’s missing something,” she teased, glancing up at him with a sparkle in her eyes.
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