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Several years ago, I preached a message titled "When Tarshish Calls." It was a word God had placed heavily on my heart — a warning to people of destiny about the seductive pull of comfort, compromise, and complacency. I spoke about how Tarshish is not just a geographical location in the Bible but a spiritual metaphor — a symbol of distraction and deviation from divine purpose. 

I described Tarshish as a place that recruits men and women of destiny away from their God-given assignments. It’s the subtle whisper that convinces you the easier path is better — a path without resistance, without pressure, and without sacrifice. Tarshish offers pleasure at the expense of purpose, comfort at the cost of commitment, and predictability instead of divine possibilities. 

I warned that Tarshish is calling whenever the enemy whispers that it's okay to indulge in Friday night pleasures and still stand on the pulpit on Sunday morning. Tarshish is calling when the devil convinces you that prayer and fasting are no longer necessary because "grace has covered it all." Tarshish is calling when compromise feels convenient, and you justify lukewarm living because “that’s what everybody does these days.” 

But hear me — Tarshish is not a destination; it's a distraction. It's not a calling; it's a counterfeit. It’s not a blessing; it's a burden disguised as ease. 

The call of Tarshish is a deviation from divine destiny — an easy way out that leads to a dead end. Nothing but storms await those who board the ship to Tarshish. Refuse to board in! 

A Call That Disrupts Comfort 

The story of Jonah is not just about a man who ran from God — it's about what happens when you resist God’s direction in favor of convenience. Jonah's journey started with a divine instruction: 

“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it...” (Jonah 1:2) 

But instead of obeying, Jonah fled in the opposite direction — to Tarshish. Why? Because Nineveh represented discomfort, while Tarshish offered security. Nineveh was unpredictable, while Tarshish seemed safe and familiar. Nineveh was messy, while Tarshish felt manageable. 

That’s the temptation — to trade the unknown for what seems safe. But here’s the truth: Comfort is often the enemy of calling. 

Jonah’s story reveals a sobering reality — when God calls you to Nineveh, Tarshish will always try to intercept you. When God challenges you to step out in faith, Tarshish will whisper that you’re better off staying where it’s safe. When God urges you to embrace His plan, Tarshish will tempt you to settle for something easier. 

The Cost of Running 

Jonah’s journey to Tarshish wasn’t just a physical escape — it was a spiritual rebellion. He was running from responsibility, purpose, and divine assignment. But what Jonah failed to understand was this: Running from God’s call doesn’t cancel His plan — it only delays your destiny. 

Jonah’s disobedience didn’t just impact him; it endangered everyone around him. The storm that followed was no coincidence — it was God’s intervention to redirect a wayward prophet. Likewise, when you resist God’s call, storms will follow — storms of confusion, storms of restlessness, storms of frustration. Why? Because peace is only found in the place of obedience. 

There’s no peace in Tarshish. 

You may find temporary comfort there, but deep inside, your spirit will remain unsettled. Tarshish may offer predictable pleasures, but it robs you of divine purpose. It may give you comfort for a season, but it will cost you your calling in the long run. 

The Power of Process 

One of the greatest deceptions of Tarshish is that it offers results without the burden of process. Tarshish tells you that shortcuts are smarter than submission. It invites you to skip the wilderness and claim the promise without preparation. 

But here’s the truth: Destiny requires process. 

The path to Nineveh is often uncomfortable, but it’s where God builds you. Nineveh is the place where your faith is stretched, your character is forged, and your purpose is revealed. Nineveh may be intimidating, but it’s where God’s power will be demonstrated through you. 

Tarshish offers pleasure; Nineveh releases power. 

Tarshish promotes ease; Nineveh produces elevation. 

Tarshish invites compromise; Nineveh ignites conviction. 

If you want to fulfill your God-given destiny, you must resist the pull of Tarshish and embrace the refining process that Nineveh represents. 

The Battle for Your Oil 

Tarshish doesn’t just want your time — it’s after your oil. The enemy understands that your anointing carries the power to shift atmospheres, break chains, and transform lives. So when Tarshish calls, it’s an attempt to deplete your spiritual strength. 

When you compromise your prayer life, Tarshish is calling.

When you neglect the Word, Tarshish is calling.

When you start excusing sin as “normal,” Tarshish is calling.

When you choose comfort over commitment, Tarshish is calling. 

But here’s what you must understand — Tarshish cannot take what you refuse to surrender. 

If the enemy can convince you that complacency is harmless, you’ll slowly drift from your divine assignment. The oil you carry is too precious to waste in Tarshish. Don’t lose your fire in a place of comfort. Don’t trade your destiny for a temporary escape. 

What to Expect in This Book 

This book is a call to action — a wake-up call for those who sense they’ve been boarding the ship to Tarshish. It’s for those who feel God stirring them to return to the place of purpose. 

In the following chapters, we’ll explore: 

• How to recognize when Tarshish is calling you. 

• The consequences of resisting God’s direction. 

• How to break free from the cycle of disobedience. 

• How to embrace your Nineveh with boldness and confidence. 

• How to walk in divine alignment and experience the power of God’s plan for your life. 

This is not just a book of theory — it’s a roadmap back to your place of purpose. Each chapter is filled with insights, revelations, and practical steps to help you break free from distractions and step into your divine assignment. 

If you’ve been feeling restless, unfulfilled, or distant from God’s call — this book is for you. If you’ve been tempted to settle for comfort instead of pressing into your purpose — this book is for you. If you’re tired of living below your potential — this book is for you. 

It’s time to stop running. It’s time to reject the lie that Tarshish is your refuge. It’s time to face your Nineveh with boldness, faith, and obedience. 

Destiny is calling — will you answer?
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​Chapter 1: The Uncomfortable Voice That Won't Go Away 
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There’s a voice that refuses to be silenced — a persistent nudge in your spirit that won’t leave you alone. It’s the call of God, whispering, urging, and sometimes shouting, yet everything inside you wants to ignore it. You know what God is asking you to do, yet you hesitate. Why? Because His call doesn’t always come wrapped in comfort — it often demands sacrifice, courage, and obedience when it's least convenient. 

Jonah’s story mirrors this reality. He wasn’t called to a place he desired — he was called to Nineveh, a city he despised. Instead of embracing the assignment, Jonah chose to run. He heard God’s voice clearly, yet his immediate response was to board a ship heading in the opposite direction. 

Jonah’s story isn’t just about ancient rebellion — it’s a reflection of what happens in our own lives when we attempt to ignore God’s voice. The truth is, God’s call will often lead you away from comfort and into a place that demands faith, trust, and surrender. But the longer you delay, the harder life becomes. 

Ignoring God’s call may feel like a temporary escape, but it always comes at a cost. 

The Call That Confronts Your Comfort 

When God calls you, He rarely calls you to something easy. His assignments often stretch you, challenge you, and disrupt your comfort zone. Why? Because God isn’t interested in maintaining your comfort — He’s committed to fulfilling His purpose in your life. 

Comfort is the enemy of progress. The moment you prioritize comfort over purpose, you start drifting away from your destiny. God’s call is designed to challenge your patterns, shift your thinking, and break you out of complacency. 

Jonah’s call wasn’t complicated — God told him, “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it...” (Jonah 1:2). Simple instructions, yet incredibly difficult to follow. Why? Because Nineveh wasn’t a pleasant place. It was a wicked city filled with violence and corruption. Jonah knew that stepping into Nineveh would be uncomfortable, dangerous, and unpopular. 

That’s how God’s call often feels — uncomfortable, intimidating, and inconvenient. But here’s the truth: Your calling isn’t designed to make you comfortable; it’s designed to make you impactful. 

Why God’s Call Often Feels Uncomfortable 

• God’s Call Will Challenge Your Desires

The call of God doesn’t always align with what you want to do — it aligns with what you’re meant to do. Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh; he wanted to avoid it. And if you’re honest, there are times when what God asks of you feels too difficult or too costly. 

But here’s the key: God’s call doesn’t accommodate your preferences — it aligns with His purpose. 

• God’s Call Will Demand Courage

Following God’s call requires boldness. God doesn’t call you to safe spaces — He calls you to step into unknown territory. Jonah feared the hostility of Nineveh, but God wasn’t concerned with Jonah’s comfort — He was focused on saving a city. 

When God calls you, it may feel intimidating, but remember this: What seems impossible to you is already finished in God’s plan. 

• God’s Call Will Disrupt Your Plans

Jonah’s decision to flee reveals a powerful truth — God’s call will disrupt your agenda. You may have your own plans, goals, and ambitions, but when God calls, He expects you to surrender those plans to Him. 
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