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Dear Rosie, my sweet granddaughter whom I love dearly. It warms my heart to form these words. Wisdom is a rare and priceless gift, something that can only be learned through time and dedication. Sweet Rosie may this message find you when you are ready to receive it. I believe that as you continue to follow the Lord, your life will blossom into something truly beautiful; I'm sure the Rose of Sharon would be proud of you. The best days are in your future so keep holding onto the faith and never ever give up! With all my heart Grandpa loves you and prays every day for joy on your journey.


(THE BRIDE OF CHRIST BOOK SERIES)
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by Steve Porter

Please pray for me as I work hard on this special trilogy series. I so desire this special series to lift the Church into the inner chambers of the King!

Book 1:  Draw Me- The Deep Cry of the Bride

Book 2:  Christ’s Golden Queen- A Prophetic View of Psalms 45

Book 3:  Song of Songs- An In-Depth Revelatory Look at the Song of Solomon Verse by Verse!

(Coming 2024-25)



​The Bride
of Christ Series
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This series on the Bride of Christ was motivated by a deep desire for the Church to be raised up higher. If you desire to go further in your walk with God, you’ll love this revelation. Though be warned: it’s not for the faint of heart or for those seeking a cheap and easy, instant gratification of Christianity. God is calling His people to a higher level of intimacy, where they are changed as they enter into and abide in His manifest presence.

At this point, I need to make it clear that we can never save ourselves or be worthy of God’s love, no matter how much good we do. Salvation is only accessed by grace, through faith in the finished work of Christ. 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God”

— (Eph. 2:8).

We come to Christ just as we are, weak and wayward, but we’re made righteous and clean through the work of the cross. We repent and trust in Christ, not only to save ourselves but to mold and change our very character at its core so that we resemble Him; that means we are never our own again—Ye are not your own, but are bought with a price, the precious blood of Jesus (1 Cor. 6:20). As we grow, our desires should reflect that growth so that we leave behind the old, dead things and seek to please God in all we say and do because we love Him. 

As mature believers, it’s our responsibility to continually search our hearts to guard against falling away and leaving behind our first love. In this process, we must say, “Show me, Lord, where I need to change. Then change me, sweet Master, by the power of your Spirit because I can’t change without you.” At that point, we simply rest in His abiding, moment-by-moment presence, studying His Word and allowing the Holy Spirit to transform us. As we do these things, we’ll never be the same again and will have no use for the way things were. We’re being continually transformed at our deepest level, which is exactly what God intended.

In the Christian faith, salvation is often described as a free gift from God. This gift brings us an eternal relationship with Him and promises unfathomable blessing and peace in this life. However, while we do not have to work or struggle to receive this gift, it is ultimately up to us to respond to the holy calling of the Holy Spirit. By seeking after God with a fervent passion and digging into the Word of God, we can begin to develop a living relationship with Him that transforms our hearts and minds.

But even as we open ourselves up to His will, our flesh will inevitably fight back. The temptations of worldly desires, aspirations, and achievements can seem more alluring than surrendering ourselves completely to God's will. Yet by submitting ourselves fully to Him, we can entrust all our cares and burdens into His capable hands. And in doing so, we are reminded that He is always with us - not just as some distant figure or abstract entity, but as our loving Bridegroom in whom we find true hope, joy, and security. For through Jesus, the priceless Pearl of Great Price Himself, we bear witness to the manifest presence of God at work in our hearts.

At the core of our faith is a deep, transformative relationship with the sweet Master Jesus Christ. Whether we are aware of it or not, every action that we take is rooted in our love and devotion for Him. We strive to live righteous lives and honor His name, knowing that He has called us to be His bride and partner in all things. And through our faith, we come to experience the fullness of God's manifest presence in our lives.

Whether we are serving others or ministering to those in need, our ultimate goal is always to bring glory to Him, knowing that He alone holds the power and authority over all things. In the end, everything flows from our unwavering love and commitment to Jesus, and it is this unfaltering passion that will enable us to do greater works and see His Kingdom established here on earth as it is in heaven. May we always seek His face with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. For when we align ourselves with Him through pure worship and obedience, there can be no doubt that He will build us a house of ministry that transcends all earthly boundaries.

Scripture goes on to say:

“To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in His throne”

— (Rev. 3:21).

As believers, we have the hope of an eternal reward - to sit with Christ on His throne in heaven. This promise is a source of great inspiration and motivation for those who seek to follow Him faithfully and obediently each day. To truly "overcome" this world, we must set our hearts on things above, focusing our minds and energies towards the things that truly matter.

As believers in Christ, we are called to be true "overcomers" - rising above life's many challenges and distractions to live passionately for our Lord. To do so, we must seek the Lord with all our hearts, allowing Him to fill us with His manifest presence and transforming power. Indeed, it is through this intimate relationship with the Lord that we can truly shine as living witnesses of His love in a world that grows ever darker. So let us seek after God and all that He has for us - for in Him alone can we find the strength and resilience needed to truly overcome all things. And in doing so, may we join with Christ as part of His bride - burning brightly with the light of God's love for all to see.

In this process the Overcomers will allow the joy of the Lord to rise up and be their strength. They will also encourage other followers of Christ to rise up and acclaim His holy name. In the end, they will rule and reign with Christ and be given spiritual authority because they chose to truly become ONE with sweet Master Jesus, consumed by Him, body, soul and spirit, and to readily submit to His authority. It is important to note that only when we come under His authority can we be granted promotion in His Kingdom and given authority.

“And I heard a sound from Heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps" 

— (Rev. 14:2).

John heard a sound like the roaring of rushing waters and the pealing of thunder echoing through the skies. It was as though hundreds of musicians were playing their harps in perfect unison, creating a celestial choir that filled him with joy and wonder. This incredible music seemed to herald the bride of Christ with her Bridegroom, in all His splendor and glory.

Even now, the Lord is raising up His remnant Bride in this hour and she will not be contaminated by the world system. She will carry the very nature of Christ, manifesting the fruit of the Spirit wherever she goes. For there is a great divide within the Church––a battle between the flesh and spirit, as well as Kingdom laws and worldly systems––but our Father is busy gathering unto Himself the Bride, and she will be a pure, holy stream. One that is set apart from the rest.

His remnant Bride of overcomers are so deeply yielded, so deeply surrendered to God's highest thoughts, that a unity and harmony of spirit will flow out of her intimacy with the Lord. Her heart will move in unison with His. Her ways will yield to His higher ways. Her voice will be lost within His voice and be heard in our land! His Bride will become the sound of many waters!


Preface
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My prayer is that you would know you did not stumble upon this book by accident. During the writing process, I’ve diligently prayed for this book to find you. I want nothing more than for heaven’s agenda to be accomplished in you. It’s truly not about me or my voice going out but rather the voice of Jesus the sweet Master impacting you as deep calls out to deep.

Father, may I lose my voice so that I would become the voice of another. I want to be the voice of one crying as my dear friends read on, making way and preparing the way of the Lord in their lives. Father, we so desire for Your voice to speak. We’re desperate for Your manifest presence. Rest on them as they read. Father, I pray that our hearts would burn from within at the sound of Your voice.

Lord, we're not here to lift up men or a ministry; we’re not here to focus on ourselves. Instead, we humbly ask You to come into the room where my friend sits even now. Draw us, Lord, that we would run after You. Bring us corporately into your chambers, oh God. Let the hearts of everyone who reads this message burn at the sound of Your sweet voice.

Father, we must have You. We invite You in, as King of All Glory, so walk through the door of my dear friend’s heart. In fact, don't just visit but stay and make it Your dwelling place where Your glory resides. May we become a habitation, a resting place, oh Father. Come and dwell where You’re welcomed and appreciated. Lord, we say that we want You––we appreciate You. We love You, Jesus. We compel You to touch us, as You did the woman with the issue of blood who reached out to grab hold of the hem of Your garment. We reach out right now in the Spirit and grab the hem of Your robe, sweet Master, don’t pass us by. Please don’t pass by my dear friends but call on them and linger in those resting places. Don’t leave to find someone hungrier. We constrain You to come right now. We compel You to stir us, oh God, and quicken us. Make us come alive so that our hearts bubble up with an endless passion for the inner chambers and for You.

Help us fall in love with You all over again, day in and day out. For those who are feeling weak, weary, drained, or stressed out, I ask You, Lord, that You would bring a river of life that it would flow into their spirits, even now, so they would begin to experience an impartation of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. That they would experience the King of All Glory because the King of All Glory is coming. Oh, Jesus, we must have You!

We’re desperate for more of You and we can’t live without You. We pray our hearts will awaken once again, all over the world. Give us a desperation for You that we’ve never felt before and allow it to blossom. Bring us back to those days when we were so very thirsty and hungry for only You. Where we lay prostrate on the floor before You, desperate for a touch from heaven. We wait for You, so dwell with us now. In Jesus’ precious name, amen.

My dear friends, I feel a strong spiritual move of the Spirit of the Lord as I write these words. A fresh hunger for the Lord is coming to you right now. I sense the Lord saying to His bride, “I'm giving My bride, My people, a revival of deep longing for Me.” We’re no longer going to sit on our hands in apathy; instead, we're going to yearn for the King of All Kings. Responding to His Spirit, we have a new appreciation for His great love and holy sacrifice—His merciful death on that cruel cross. Refuse to take it for granted when the Spirit of the Lord begins to move on you as we read. Together we are inviting Him into our time together on this very special journey. Let’s walk together for a while, with the sweet Master, beautiful Jesus….



​Foreword
His Bride, the Overcomer


by Seeley Kinne
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In each dispensation, according to revelation as then given, the Lord provided a way to attain perfection (Maturity).  Also, there were “representative” men who were examples of what the Lord required.

“Enoch walked with God….”  

— Genesis 5:22

“…Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.”  

— Genesis 6:9

“…The Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, I am the Almighty God; walk before Me, and be you perfect.”  

— Genesis 17:1

“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.” 

— Job 1:1

The Scriptures show that Jesus required perfection (growth into spiritual maturity).

“Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

— Matthew 5:48

The word “perfect” refers to our being spiritually mature.  Paul also testified to this, and to the faithful assistance that God will render to all who seek to fulfill His will.

“And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly….” 

— I Thessalonians 5:23

Experiential blessings gained in one dispensation move into the following age, where they are enlarged and enjoyed.  For example, Abraham became the father of all those who are “justified by faith” (Romans 4:8-16).  The patriarchal period required a perfect walk with God.  The dispensation of Law required the same, with additional ceremonial and moral obedience and sanctity.  The Spirit dispensation requires a higher sanctity, along with an obedience to the leadings and workings of the Holy Spirit.

We are living in the “time of restoration” (Ephesians 1:10-11).  Our privileges of experience are the highest ever known, since the attainments of the past increase, in the present.  Healing, health, holiness, a walk with God, and a life in the Spirit are ours, bequeathed to us by past dispensational grants.  All these are by way of restoration, and are given to us in a higher degree than formerly.  And yet other “new” dispensational privileges, are being added as our inheritance in Christ.

Jesus Christ is taking from among the Church a “Bride” to Himself. This is a great condescension. For the Christ to take upon Himself the nature and form of man was certainly very humbling.  But to take a Bride company from among men and then live through eternity with this Bride, in close association and fellowship, is beyond the comprehension of finite creatures.

A common teaching is that all classes of believers, regardless of their lack in attainment, will be part of the “Bride of Christ.”  His Kingdom is altogether different and apart from the earth realm in which man is found.  How entirely unreasonable then, to suppose that Jesus Christ would consider and accept as His Bride, immature Christians, who have never sighted, entered, or operated in this higher spiritual realm.  The conduct of affairs in His Kingdom will be on this higher Spiritual realm.

We cannot sow in the realm of the natural and reap in the realm of the Spiritual.  “Like begets like” is an inherent law.  “Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?” (Matthew 7:16)

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready. And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. And he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are true words of God.” 

— Revelation 19:7-9 NAS

“His bride has made herself ready.”  The Lord is seeking out and qualifying a Bride.  A clear vision and a practical understanding of the state and experience which is the divine standard for this calling is essential, if one is to enter this high calling.  We must know and attain to God’s requirements.

In past ages, in order to prepare a bride as a queen for her intended King, there were elaborate, prolonged schooling and various preparations that were required of her.  Such an occasion is recited in Esther 2:8-13.  See further Psalm 45:13-14.

Insight into the character and nature of Jesus Christ will help us to understand the characteristics He expects to find within His Bride.  Certainly He will require her to be of like character with Himself.  This speaks of our becoming an overcomer, by which we rise up into a state of union with Him, fully prepared to become His Bride.

“…Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest to your souls.”  

— Matthew 11:29

The rest of God that is described in Hebrews 4:1-10 is the result of our having ceased from all independent, self-activity.  Jesus lived in this state of rest from the works of man.  It was this perfect state of union with His Father which enabled Him to say:

“…Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do: for what things soever He does, these also does the Son likewise.” 

— John 5:19

“When you have lifted up the Son of man, then shall you know that I am He,
and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father has taught Me, I speak these things. And He that sent Me is with Me: the Father has not left Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him.” 

— John 8:28-29

“Believe you not that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? the words that I speak to you I speak not of Myself: but the Father that dwells in Me, He does the works.  Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me: or else believe Me for the very works’ sake.” 

—  John 14:10-11

The Father’s indwelling of the Son was the foundation of their union.  Jesus prayed that His disciples also should be brought into this oneness.

“As You have sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world…
That they all may be one; as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that You have sent Me.” 

—  John 17:18, 21

The Father and Son, by the Holy Spirit, seeks complete control of the whole man, physical, soul, and spirit.  Nothing less than a union such as this “divine indwelling” and “co-working” could satisfy God.  This alone will constitute an acceptable Bride for Christ.

“Treat one another with the same spirit as you experience in Christ Jesus.  Though He was divine by nature, He did not set store upon equality with God, but emptied Himself by taking the nature of a servant: born in human guise and appearing in human form, He humbly stooped in His obedience even to die, and to die on the cross.” 

—  Philippians 2:1-8 Moffatt

If He, the “Worthy One,” so deeply humbled Himself, how lowly a place is our due?

Jesus humbled Himself and allowed those who accused Him as a blasphemer to spit on Him, smite Him, scourge Him, and crown Him with thorns.  He allowed them to falsely bow as they decked Him with royal robes, and to nail Him to the cross between criminals.  Although holy and undefiled, He took the defenseless attitude of a lamb, and became the victim for our sins.

The whole attitude of Jesus was entirely unselfish.  “The Son of man came not to be ministered to, but to minister.”  He never did a selfish act.  Never were the works of the flesh manifested in His life.  Let no one imagine that an intimate association with Christ is possible without being saved to the uttermost.

“…These are they which follow the Lamb wherever He goes.  These were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits to God and to the Lamb.  And in their mouth was found no guile, for they are without fault before the Throne of God.” 
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